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ADVERTISEMENT. 


'Lanns are an hundred faults in 
this Thing, and an hundred things 
might be ſaid to prove them beauties. 
But it is needleſs. A book may be 
amuſing with numerous errors, or it 
may be very dull without a fingle ab- 
ſurdity. The hero of this piece unites 
in bimſelf the three greateſt characters 
upon earth; he is a prieſt, an huſband- 
man, and the father of a family. He 
is diawn as ready to teach , and ready 
to obey, as fimple in affluence, and 


majeſtic in adverſity. In this age of 


| opulence and refinement whom can 


ſuch a character pleaſe? Such as are 


% 


f 


iy 


fond of high life, will turn with dif- 


dain from the ſimplicity of his country 
Gre-fide; ſuch as miſtake ribaldry for 
humour, will find no wit in his harm- 
leſs converſation; and ſuch as have 
been taught to deride religion , will 
laugh at one whoſe chief fiores of 


comfort are drawn from futurity. 


OLIVER GOLDSMITH, 
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CHAP. 1. Dig 
The deſcription of the family of Wakes 


field; in which a kindred likeneſt 


I] was ever of opinion, that the honeſt 
man who-married and brought up a large 
family, did more ſervice than he who 
continued-fingie, and only talked of po- 
pulation. From this motive, I had ſcarce 
taken orders a year, before I began to 
think ſeriouſly of matrimony, and choſe 
my wiſe as [he did her wedding gown, 
not for a fine gloſſy ſurface, but ſuch 
4 


* 
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qualities as would wear well. To do 
her juſtice, ſhe was a good-natured not- 
able woman; and as for breeding, thers 
were few country ladies who could ſhew 
more. She could read any Engliſh book 
without much ſpelling; but for pickling, 
preſerving , and cookery, none could ex- 
cel her. She. prided herlelf alſo upon 
being an excellent contriver in houſe- 
keeping ;. though I could never find that 
we grew richer with all her contrivanees. 
However, we loved each other ten- 
derly, and our fondneſs increaſed as we 
grew old. There was in fact nothing that 
could make us angry with the world, 
or each other. We had an elegant bouſe, 
fituated in a fine country, and a good 
neighbourhood. The year was ſpent in 
a moral or rural amuſement, in viſiting 
our rich neighbours, and relieving ſuch. 
as were poor. We had no revolutions 
to fear, nor fatigues to undergo; all our 


adventures were by the fire-fide, and all 


9 
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or migrations from the blue bed to the 


Drown, ; 14125 At; WF US 3 S*At< *$ 
As we lived near the road, we often 


zh had the traveller or firanger viſit us to 
a talie our gooſeberry-wine,; for-which we 
oP; had great reputation; and I profeſs , with 
36 the 'veracity of an hiſtorian, that I never 
— knew one of them find fault with it. 
” Our couſins too, even to the fortieth 
11 remove, all remembered their affinity, 
me without any belp from the herald's of- 
if fice, and came very frequently to ſee 
% BU us. Some of them did us no great honour 
as by , theſe claims of kindred; as we had 


i. the blind, the maimed, and the halt 


* amongli the number. However, my wife 
d always inflifted that as they were the 


n lame fleſh and blood, they ſhould fit 
W with us at the ſame table. So that if we 


th, | had not very rich, we generally had 

very happy friends about us; for this 
— remark will hold good through life, that 
i 


the pooxer the gueſt, the beiter pleaſed 
| 1 
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ſome men gaze with admiration at the 
11 colours of à tulip, or the wing of a but- 
I'S terfly, ſo TI was by nature an admirer of 
19 happy human faces. However, when any 
Rl one of our relations Was found to be a 
F perſon of a very bad character, a trouble- 
| ſome guelt, or one! we'defired to get rid 
of, upon his leaving my houle, I ever 
took care to lend him a riding-coat, or 
2 pair of boots, or ſometimes an horſe 
of ſmall value; and I always had the 
latisfaction ol finding he never came back 
to return them. By this the houſe was 
cleared of ſuch as we did not like; but 
never was the family of Wakefield known 
to turn the traveller or the poor _ 
dant out of doors. 

Thus we lived ſeveral years in a flate 
of much happineſs , not but that we ſome 
times had thoſe little rubs whick-Provi- 
dence ſends to enhance the value of its 
favours. My orchard was 'often robbed 


th 


wn enn 


or WAKEFIELD. 5 
by ſchool-boys, and my wiſe's cultards 


plundered by the cats or the children. 
The Squire would ſometimes fall aſleep 
in the moſt pathetic parts of my ſermon, 
or his lady return my wife's civilities' at 
church with a mutilated” courteſy.” But 
we ſoon got over the uneafineſs caufet 
by ſuch accidents , and uſually in three 
or four days' N to ander ad they 
vent . 

My children, the offipring of — 
rance, as they were educated without 
ſoftneſs, ſo they were at once well form- 
ed and healthy; my ſons hardy and ac- 
tive, my daughters beautiful and blooms 
ing. When I ſtood in the midfi of the 
little circle, which promiſed to be the 
ſupports of my declining age, I could 
not avoid repeating the famous fiory of 
Count Abenſberg, who, in Henry II. 's 
progreſs through Germany, while other 
courtiers came with their treaſures, 
brought his aa children, and pre- 
A3 
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banned, them to his 3 as IA moſt 


valuable offering he had to beſtow. In In 
this manner, though I had but 6x, 1 
oonſidered them as @ very valuable pre- 
ſent made to my country, and conſe- 
quently looked upon it as my debtor. 
Our eldeſt ſon was named George after 


his uncle, who left us ten thouſand 


pounds. Our ſecond child, 2 girl, I in- 
tended to call after her aunt Griſlel ; 


but my wife, who during her Pregnancy 


had been reading romances, infified upon 
her being called Olivia. In leſs than an- 
other year we had another daughter, 


and now I was determined that Griſſel 


ſhould be her name; but a rich relation 
taking a fancy to ſtand godmother, the 
girl was, by her directions, called So- 
phia; ſo that we had two romantic names 
in the family; but I ſolemnly proteſt L 
had no hand in it. Moſes was our next, 
and after an interval of twelve years, 
we had two ſons more. 


It would be fruitleſs to deny my ex · ' 

ultation when I ſaw my little ones about | 

me; but the vanity and the ſatisfaction 
of my wiſe were even greater than mine. 
When our vilitors would ſay, Well, 
upon my word, Mrs. Primroſe, you 
% have hs fineft children in the whole 
4c country.” — Ay, neighbour , ” ſhe 
would anſwer „ they are as Heaven 
c made them, handſome enough, if they 
© be good enough; for handſome is, that 
« handſome does.” And then ſhe would 
bid the girls hold up their heads, who, 
to conceal nothing, were certainly very 
handſome. Mere outſide is ſo very tri- 
fling a circumfiance with me, that I 
ſhould ſcarce have remembered to men- 
tion it, had it not been a general topic 
of converſation in the country. Olivia, 
now about eighteen, had that luxurian- 
cy of beauty with which painters gene- 
rally draw Hebe; open, ſprightly , and 


commanding. Sophia's features were not 
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0 | fo firiking at firſt; but often did more 
md | certain execution; ; for they were ſoft, 
l modeſt, and alluring. The one vanquiſh- 
y ed by a fiagle blow, the other by efforts 
1 ſucceſsfully repeated. 
pf 5 The temper of a woman is generally 
4: Þ formed from, the turn of her features, at 
11 leaft it was fo with my daughters. Oli- 
1 | via wiſhed for many lovers, Sophia to 
g 1 ; 11 ſecure one. Olivia was often affected from 


too great a defire to pleaſe. Sophia even 
reprefi excellence from her fears to of- 
fend. The one entertained me with her 
vivacity when I was gay, the other with 
her ſenſe when I was ſerious. But theſe 
qualities were never carried to exceſs in 
either, and I have often ſeen them ex- 
change characters for a whole day to- 
gether. A ſuit of mourning has trans- 
formed my coquet into a prude, and a 
new ſet of ribbands has given her young- 
er filter more than natural vivacity. My 


- eldeſt fon George was bred at Oxford, 
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as T intended him for one of the learned 


profeſſions. My ſecond boy Moſes, whom 
I 'defigned for bulinels received a ſort 
of a miſcellaneous education at home. 
But it is needleſs to attempt deſbribing 
| the particular characters of young people 
that had ſeen but very little of the world. 
In ſhort, a family likeneſs. prevailed 
through all; and properly ſpeaking ;/ they 


had but one character, that of being all 


equally generous, eg ronwe 5 fimple, , and 
inoffenſive. | 2 | 


CHAP. IL 


Family misfortunes. The loſs of for- 
tune only ſerves to increaſe the 
_ pride of the ei 


Tun E temporal concerns of our family 
were chiefly committed to my wife's ma- 
nagement; as to the ſpiritual I took them 
entirely under my own direction. The 
profits of my living, which amounted 
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over to the orphans and widows of the 
clergy of our diocele; for having a ſuf- 
kcient fortune of my own, I was care- 
leſs of temporalities, and felt a ſecret 
pleaſure in doing my duty without re- 
ward. I allo let a reſolution of keeping 


uo curate, and of being acquainted with 


every man in the pariſh, exhorting the 
married men to temperance, and the 
bachelors to matrimony; ſo that in a 
few years it was a common ſaying, that 
there were three ſtrange wants at Wake- 
feld, a parſon wanting pride » young 
men wanting wives, and ale-houſes want- 
ing cultomers. 

Matrimony was always one of my 
favourite topics, and I wrote ſeveral ſer- 
mons to prove its happineſs: but there 
was a peculiar tenet which I made a 
point of ſupporting; for I maintained 
with Whiſton, that it was unlawful for 
a prieſt of the church of England, after 
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the dark of his firſt wiſe, to take a fe 


| cond; or to exprels it in one word, 1 


valued myſelf * being 2 firict mono» 
—_— n Aang 

I was: early: initiated 2 this impor- 
tant diſpute, on which ſo- many labo- 
rious volumes have been written. I pub - 
liſhed ſome tracts upon the ſubject my - 
ſelf, which, as they never ſold, I have 
the conſolation of thinking are read only 
by the happy Fer. Some of my friends 
called this my weak fide; but alas! they 
had not like me made it the ſubject of 
long contemplation. The more I reflect- 
ed upon it, the more important it ap- 
peared. I even went a Gep beyond Whil- 
ton in diſplaying my principles; as he 
had engraven upon his wife's tomb that 
ſhe was the only wife of William Whil- 
ton; ſo I wrote a fimilar epitaph for 
my wife, though fill living, in which 
I extolled her prudence, oeconomy, and 
obedience till death; and having got it 
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| copied fair, with an elegant frame, it 


was placed over the chimney- piece, 
where it anſwered ſeveral very -uſeful 


purpoſes. It admoniſhed my wife of her 


duty to me, and my fidelity to her; it 
inſpired her with a paſſion for ſame, and 
eonftantly put her in mind of her end. 
It was thus, perhaps; from hearing 
marriage ſo often recommended, that my 
eldeſt ſon, juſt upon leaving college, 
fixed his affections upon the daughter 
of a neighbouring clergyman , who was 
4 dignitary in the church, and in cir- 
cumſtances to give her a large fortune; 
but fortune was her ſmalleſt accompliſh- 
ment. Miſs Arabella Wilmot was allow- 
ed by all (except my two daughters) 
to be completely pretty. Her youth, 
health, and innocence; were ftill heigh- 
tened by a complexion ſo tranſparent, 
and luch an happy ſenſibility of look, 
as even age could not gaze on with in- 
difference. As Mr. Wilmot knew that 1 


or WAKEFIELD. "= 


ould make a very handſome ſettlement 
on my. ſon, he was not averſe. to the 


WF match; ſo. both families lived together 


in all that harmony which generally pre; 
cedes an expected alliance. Being con: 


vinced by experience that the days of 


courtſhip are the moſi happy of out lives, 
I was willing enough to lengthen. the 
period; and the. various amuſements 
which the young couple every day ſhar- 
ed in each other's company, ſeemed to 
increaſe their pallion. We were general - 
ly awaked in the morning by muſic, 
and on fine days rode a hunting, The 
hours between breakfaſt and dinner the 
ladies devoted. ta dreſs and. fiudy : they 
uſually read a page, and then gazed at 
themſelves in the glaſs, which even phi- 


loſophers might own often preſented the 


page of greateſt beauty. At dinner my 


| wife took the lead; for, as ſhe always 


infified upon carving every thing herſelf, 
it being her mother's way, ſhe gave us 
| B 
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the ladies leaving us, I generally or- 


of cards, as I hated all manner of gam- 
penny hit. Nor can I here paſs over an 


wanted to fling a quatre, and yet I threw 


— 
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upon theſe occaſions the hifiory of every 
diſh. When we had dined; to prevent 


dered the table to be removed; and fome- 
times, with the muſic maſter's aſſiſtance, 
the girls would give us a very agreeable 
concert. Walking out, drinking tea, 
country dances, and forfeits, ſhortened 
the reft of the day, without the aſſifiancs 


ing, except backgammon, at which my 
old friend and 1 ſometimes took a two- 


ominous circumſtance that happened the 
laſt time we played together; I only 


deuce ace five times running. 

Some months were elapſed in this man- 
ner, till at laff it was thought eonve- 
nient to fix a day for the nuptials of 
the young couple, who ſeemed earneſily 
to defire it. During the preparations for 
the wedding, I need not deſcribe the 


or WAKEFIELD. 15 
buſy importance of iny wife, nor the 
fly looks of my daughters: in fact, my 
attention was ſixed on another object, 
the- completing a tract which I intended 
MT ſhortly to publiſh in defence of my fa- 
) Vvourite principle. As I lopked upon this 
as a maſter-piece both for argument and 
fyle, I could not in the pride of my 
heart avoid ſhewing it to my old friend 
Mr. Wilmot, as I made no doubt of re- 
ceiving his approbation ; but not till tos 
late I diſcovered that he was moſt vio- 
lently attached to the contrary opinion, 
and with good reaſon: for he was at 
ty that time actually courting a fourth wife. 
This, as may be expected, produced a 
diſpute attended with ſome acrimony , 
8 which threatened to interrupt our in- 
tended alliance; but on the day before 
WF that appointed for the ceremony, we 

' agreed to diſcuſs the ſubject at large. 

It was managed with proper ſpirit on 

both fides; be aſſerted that 1 
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1 ſorry to inform you, is almoſt nothing. 


> 7 


3 


r ( 


as erden 
rodox, 1 retoxted the charge: he replied , A 
and I rejoined. In the mean time, while: | 
the controverſy was hotteſt, I was cal- 
led out by one of my relations, Who, 
with a face of concern, adviſed me to 
give up the diſpute, at leaſt till my ſon's 
wedding was over. How, cried I, 
<relinquiſh- the cauſe of truth, and let 
him be an huſband, already driven to 
«the very verge of abſurdity. You might 
as well-adviſe me to give up my for- 
tune as my argument.” Vour or- 
© tune,” returned my friend, I am now 


The merchant in town, in whoſe hands 
„ your money was lodged, has gone off, 
«to avoid a ſtatute of bankruptcy, and 
is thought not to have left a ſhilling, 
ein the pound. I was unwilling to ſhock. 
«you or the family with the account 
* till after the wedding; but now it may 
* ſerve to moderate your warmtlyin the 
argument; for, I ſuppoſe, your own 


4 


or WAREFIEED. 17 
« prudence will enforce. the neceſſity-of 
cc diſſembling at leaſi till your; Jon. has | 
«the young lady's, fortune fecure.” — — 
« Well,” returned 1, if hat you tell | 
* me be true, and if Jam to. be a begs 


3 |<< gar, it ſhall never make me a raſcal, 


- I or induce me to diſavo my principles. 
JI go this nomen and inform the 
* company of my circumſtances; and 29 
te for the argument, I even here retract 
te my former conceſſions in the old gentle- 
<* man's favour, nor will I allow him 
te now to be an huſband in any ne of. 
e the expreſſion. . 

It would be endleſs to deleribe abs 
different ſenſations of both families when 
I divulged the: news of our misfortune z- 
but what others felt was ſlight to what 


9 | the lovers appeared to endure; Mr. Wil- 
mot, who ſeemed before ſufficiently in- 


elined to break off the match, was by 

this blow. ſoon determined: one virtue 

he had in \putcetionts which was pru- 
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dence, too often the wy one that is 
left us at e ILE e et 


-a—— * ” F 


.CHAP.. s 


2 erden, The fortunate eircum- 
flances of 'our lives are generally 
Nunn, at taft to be of our own 

| procuring. | 


» 
Enn 


Tun E only hope of our family now 
was, that the report of our misfortunes 
might be malicious or premature: but 
a letter from my agent in town ſoon 
came with a confirmation of every par- 
ticular. The loſs of fortune to myſelf 
alone would have been 'trifling ; the 
only uneafineſs I felt was for my fami- 
ly, who were to be humble without an 
education to render them callous to con- 
tempt. = 
Near a naked had paſſed before I 

attempted to reſtrain their affliction; for 
premature conſolation is but the remem- 


or WAKEFIELD. 19 
brancer of orf. During this interval, 


my thoughts were employed on Toe 5 


future means of ſupporting them; and 
at laſt a ſmall cure of fifteen pounds a 


1 year was offered me in à diſtant neigh- 


bourhood, where I could ſtill enjoy my 


3 principles without moleſtation. With this 


propoſal I joyfully cloſed, having deter- 


s mined to increaſe my e . mung : 


ing a little farm. 

Having taken this reſolution , my next 
care was to get together the wrecks of 
my fortune; and all debts collected and 
paid, out of fourteen thouſand pounds 
we had but four hundred remaining. My 
chief attention therefore was now to bring 
down the pride of my family to their 
circumſtances; for I well knew that aſpir- 
ing beggary is wretchedneſs itſelf. ** You 


WF cannot be ignorant, my children,” eried 


I, «that no'prudence of ours could have 
prevented our late misfortune; but pru- 


* dence may do much in diſappointing, 
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<< its effects. We are now poor, my fonds 


lings, and wiſdom bids us conform 


to our humble fituation. Let us then, 
* without repining, give up thoſe ſplen- 
4c dours with which numbers are wretch- 
*ed, and ſeek in humbler circumfiances 
„that peace with which all may be 
as happy. The poor live pleaſantly with- 
* out our help, why then ſhould not we 
* learn to live without theirs. No, my 
« children , let us from this moment give 
<up all pretenſions to gentility; we have 
till enough left for happineſs if we 
are wile, and let us draw upon con- 
< tent for the deficiencies of fortune,” 
As my eldefi ſon was bred a ſcholar, 
I determined to ſend him to town, where 
his abilities might contribute to our ſup- 
port and his own. The ſeparation of 
friends and families is, perhaps, one 
of the moſi difireſsful circumitances at- 
tendant on penury. The day ſoon ar- 
rived on which we were to diſperſe for 
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ie firft time. My ſon , after taking leave 
of his mother and the reſi, WhO mingled | 
zeir tears with their killes , came to aſk 
a bleſſing from me. This 1 gave him | 
From my heart, and which., added to 
. guineas, was all the pattimony 1 
2d now to beſflow. Nou are going, 
my boy, cried I, to London on 
foot, in the manner Hooker, your 
great anceſtor, travelled there before 
you. Take from me the ſame horſe 
* that was given him by the good biſhop 
Jewel, this fiaff, and take this book 
too; it will be your comfort on the 
* way: theſe two lines in it are worth 
a million, I have been young, and 
*now am old; yet never faw I the 
*righteous man forſaken, or his feed 
bessging their bread. Let this be your 

We © conlolation as you travel on. Go, my 
bay, whatever be thy fortune, let me 
© ſee. thee once a year; flill keep a good 
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ſeſt of integrity and honour, I was unde: 


uno apprehenfions from throwing him na- 


ked into the amphitheatre of life; for T : 


knew he would act à good part. whe- 


ther vanquiſhed or victorious. 

His departure only prepared the way 
for our own, Which arrived a few days 
afterwards. The leaving a neighbourhood 
in which we had enjoyed ſo many bours 
of tranquillity, was not without a tear, 
which ſcarce fortitude itſelf could ſup- 
preſs. Beſides, a journey of ſeventy miles 
to a family that had hitherto never been 
above ten from home, filled us with ap- 
prebenfion, and the cries of the poor, 
who followed us for ſome miles, con- 
tributed to increaſe it. The firſt day's 
journey brought us in ſafety within thirty 
miles of our future retreat, and we put 
up for the night af an obſcure inn in a 
village by the way. When we were ſhewn 
a room, I defired the landlord ,-in my ; 
uſual way, to let us have his company, 


with which he complied , as what he 
drank would increaſe the bill next morn- ' 
ing. He knew, however, the whole neigh- 
bourhood to which I was removing, par- 
ticularly Squire Thornhill, who was to 
| be my landlord,, and who lived within 
a few miles of the place. This gentleman 
he deſcribed ab one who defired to know 
little more of the world than its plea- 
ſures, being particulatly remarkable for 
his attachment to the fair ſex. He ob- 
ſerved that no virtue was able to refit - 
his arts and aſſiduity, and that ſcarce 
a farmer's daughter within ten miles round 
but what had ſound him ſucceſsful and 
faithleſs. Though this account gave me 
fome pain, it had a very different effect 
upon my daughters, whoſe features 
ſeemed to brighten with the expectation 
of an approaching triumph; nor was 
my wife eſs pleaſed and cenfident of 
their allurements and virtue. While our 
thoughts were thus employed, the hoF 
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tels entered the room. to. 8 her huſ- 
band „ that the fifange gentleman, who 
had been two days in the houſe, want - 
ed money, and could not ſatisſy them 
for . his reckoning. Want money!“ 
replied the hoſt, that muſi be impoſ- 
<< ible; for it was no later then yeſier- 
ce day he paid three guineas to our beadle 
< to... ſpare. an old broken ſoldier that 
< was to be whipped through the town 
<<for dogſiealing.“ The hoſtels, however, 
fill perfifting in her firſi allertion, he was 
Preparing to leave the room, ſwearing 
that he would be ſatisfied one way or 

another, when I begged the landlord 
would introduce me to a firanger of ſo 
much charity as he deſcribed. With 
this be complied, ſhewing in a gentle- 
man who ſeemed to be about thirty, 
dreſt in clothes that once were laced. 
His perſon was well formed, and his 
face marked with the lines of thinking. 
He had ſomething ſhort and dry in 


or WAKEFIELD. 25- 


kis addreſs, and ſeemed not to under - 
fiand ceremony, or to deſpiſe it. Upon 
the landlord's leaving the room, I co 

not avoid expreſſing my concern. to the 
firanger at ſeeing a gentleman in ſuch 
circumfiances, and offered him my purſe 
to ſatisfy the preſent demand. I take 
«it with all my heart, Sir,” replied he, 
<and am glad that a late overfight in 
« -iving what money I bad. about me, 
that there are ftill ſome men like you. 
<] muſi, however, previouſly entreat 
being informed of the name and rei- 
© dence of my benefactor, in order to 
* repay him as ſoon as poſſible. In this 
I ſatisfied him fully, not only mention- 
ing my name and late misfortunes, but 
the place to which I was going to re- 
move. This,” cried he, happens ftill 
* more luckily than I hoped for, as I 
am going the ſame way myſelf, having 
*© been detained here two days by the 
*floods, which, I hope, by to-morrow 
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« will be found paſſable.” I teſtified the 
pleaſure I ſhould have in his company, 
and my wife and daughters joining in 


_ entreaty , he was prevailed upon to ſtay 


ſupper. The firanger's converſation, which 
was at once pleaſing and infiructive, 


induced me to wiſh for a continuance of 


it ; but it was now high time to retire 
and take refreſhment againſt the fatigues 


of the following day. 


The next morning we all ſet forward 


together: my family on horſeback, while 


Mr. Burchell, our new companion , walk- 


ed along the ſoot-path by the road-fide, 


obſerving with a ſmile, thatas we were ill 


mounted, he would be too generous to at- 


tempt leaving us behind. As the floods 
were not yet ſublided, we were obliged to 
hire a guide, who trotted on before, Mr. 
Burchell and I bringing up the rear. We 
lightened the fatigues of the road with 
philoſophical diſputes, which he ſeem- 
ed to underfiand perfectly. But what ſur- 
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priſed me moſt was, that though he was 
a money-borrower, he defended his opi- 
nions with as much obſtinacy'as if he 
had been my patron. He now and then 

alſo informed me, to whom the different 
| ſeats belonged that lay in our view as 
we travelled the road. That,” cried 
he, pointing to a very magnificent houſe 
which flood at ſome diſtance, „belongs 
eto Mr. Thornhill, a young gentleman 
«* who enjoys à large fortune, though. 
«© entirely dependant on the will of his 
* uncle, Sir William Thornhill;, a gentle- 
c man, who content with a little him- 
<*ſelf, permits his nephew to enjoy the 
te reſt, and chiefly refides* in town. 
„What!“ cried I, “is my young land- 
* lord then the nephew of a man whoſe 
“ virtues, generofity, and: fingularities 
are ſo univerſally known? Ihave heard 
«Sir William Thornhill repreſented as 
done of the moſt generous, yet whim- 
ical men in the kingdom; à man of 

C2 


28 Tur VICAR -- 

«x PIPE benevolence.” —** prion 
„thing, perhaps, too much ſo, 
plied Mr. Burchell, “at leaft 8 
4 benevolence to an exceſs when young; 
4e for his paſſions were then ſtrong, and 
& as they all were upon the fide of virtue, 
«* they led it up to a romantic extreme. 
He early began to aim at the qualifi- 
cc cations of the ſoldier and the ſcholar; 
te vas ſoon” diflinguiſhed in the army, 
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e and had ſome reputation among men 
* of learning. Adulation ever follows the 


tc ambitious; for ſuch alone receive moſt 
*< pleaſure from flattery. He was ſurround- 


*< ed with crowds , who ſhewed him on- 
„ly one fide. of their character; ſo that 
«he began to loſe a regard for private 
< intereli in univerſal ſympathy. He lov- 
* ed all mankind; for fortune prevent- 
*ed him from. knowing that there were 
*raſcals. Phyficians tell us of a diſorder 
«in which the whole body is ſo exqui- 
* ſitely ſenfible, that the ſlighteſt touch 
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4c whether real or fictitious, touched him 
to the quick, and his ſoul laboured 
* under a ſickly ſenſibility. of the miſeries 
« of others. Thus diſpoſed to relieve, it 
« will, be eaſily conjectured, he found 
ce numbers diſpoſed. to ſolieit: his profu- 
« ions began to impair his fortune, but 
e not his good - nature; that, indeed, was 
<« ſeen to increale as the other ſeemed to 


oſt & decay : he grew improvident as he grew 
+» * poor; and though he talked like a man 
* < of ſenſe, his actions were thoſe of a 
at fool. Still, however, being ſurrounded 
te © with importunity, and no longer able 
70 < to ſatisfy every requeſt that was made 
t. him, inſtead of money he gave pro- 
„ MT © miiſes. They were all he had to beſtow, 
" * and he had not reſolution enough to 
A * give any man pain by a'denial.. By 
h * this: he drew round him crowds of de- 


C 3 
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2 gives pain: what ſome have thus Juf-. 

*fered in their perſons, this gentleman 
felt in his mind. The [lighte& difirels, 
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eee whom he was ſure to diſap· 
point; yet wiſhed to relieve. Theſe 
hung upon him for à time, and left 
* him with merited reproaches and con- 
«© tempt. But in proportion as he be- 
% me contemptible to others, he be- 
e he deſpicable to himfelf. His mind 
* had leaned upon their adulation, and 
< that fupport taken away , he could 
«find no pleaſure of the applauſe of his 
© heart, which he had never learnt to 
« reverence. The world no began to 
wear à different aſpect; the flattery 
<« of his friends began to dwindle into 
* imple approbation. Approbation ſoon 
* took the more friendly form of advice, 
* and advice when rejected produced 
<« their reproaches. He now, therefore, 
found that ſuch friends as benefits had 
<< -athered round him, were little eſtim- 
* able: he now found that a man's own 
«heart muſt be ever given to gain that 
* of another. I now found, that=— 


ph 
7 


« that——I forget hat 1 was going io 


« Obſerve: in ſhort, Sir, he reſolved to 
_ «reſpect himſelf, and laid down à plan 
« of reftoring his falling fortune. For this 


«« purpoſe, in his on whimſical man- 


«ner, he travelled through Europe on 
foot, and now, though he has ſcarce 
„ attained the age of thirty , his circum- 
* ftances are more affluent than ever. At 
« preſent, his bounties are more ratio- : 
ec nal and moderate than before; but 
« fill he preſerves the character of an 
* humourift, and finds moſt Ron in 
ic eccentric virtues.” 

My attention was ſo much taken up 
by Mr. Burchell's account, that I ſearce 
looked forward as we went along, till 
we were allarmed by the cries of my 
family, when turning, I perceived my 
youngeſt daughter in the midft of a ra- 
pid fiream, thrown from her horſe 5 and 
firuggling with the torrent . She had ſunk 
twice, nor was it in my power to diſ- 
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engage myſelf in time to bring her re- 
lief. My ſenſations were even too vio- 
Jent- to permit my attempting her re- 
ſcue: ſhe muſt have certainly periſhed, 
had not my companion, perceiving her 
danger, inſtantly plunged in to her re- 
lief, and, with ſome difficulty, brought 
her in ſafety to the oppolite ſhore. By 
taking the current a little farther up, the 
reſt of the family got ſafely over; where 
we had an opportunity of joining our 
acknowledgments to her's. Her gratitude 
may be more readily imagined than de- 
ſcribed: ſhe thanked her deliverer more 
with looks than words, and continued 
to lean upon his arm, as if fiill wil- 
ling to receive aſliftance. My wife alſo 
hoped one day to have the pleaſure of 
returning his kindneſs at her own houſe. 
Thus, after we were refreſhed at the. 
next inn, and had dined' together, as 
M. Burchell was going to à different 
part of the country, he took leave; and 
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* MSc purſued our journey. My wife obſerv- 

* g as we went, | that ſhe liked him 

Wo ztremely , and proteſting, that if he 23 
d, | d birth and fortune to entitle him to 4 

er etch into ſuch a family as our's, ſhe N 
«i Mew no man ſhe would ſooner fix upon. 

ht could not but ſmile to hear her talk 5 
y this lofty fixain; but I was never 

by uch diſpleaſed with thoſe harmleſs de- 

lions that tend e eh da 

„ „„ 


CHAP. Iv. 


proof that even the humblefi for- 
une may grant happineſs', which de- 
S pends not on circumſtance, but 
We apr 


L Sl HE place of our retreat was in a 
£ Little neighbourhood, confiliing of far- 
mers, who tilled their own grounds, 
and were equal firangers to opulence 
and poverty. As they had almoſt all the 
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feftivals as intervals of idleneſs and A 


conveniences of life within themſelves, 
they ſeldom vifited towns or cities in 
ſearch of ſuperfluities. Remote from he 
polite, they ſtill retained the primseval f 
fimplicity of manners; and frugal by ha- I 7 
bit, they ſcarce knew that Rory * 
was a virtue. They wrought with chear- 
fulneſs on days of labour; but obſerved 


1 
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pleaſure. They kept up the Chrifimas 1 
carol, ſent true- love knots on Valentine 
morning, eat pancakes on Shrove-tide, 1 
ſhewed their wit on the firft of April, 
and religiouſly cracked nuts on Mi- 
chaelmas eve. Being apprized of our 
approach, the whole neighbourhood came 
out to meet their miniſter, dreſt in 
their fineſt clothes, and preceded by a 
pipe and tabour. A feaft alſo was pro- 
vided for our reception, at which we 5 
ſate chearfully down; and what the 


eonverſation wanted in wit, was made 
up in laughter. 7 
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Our little habitation was fituated at 
the foot of à ſloping hill, ſheltered 
ith a beautiful underwood behind, and 
a prattling river before; on one fide 'a 
meadow , on the other a green. My farm 


co 8 confiled of about twenty acres of ex- 
-g | . 


cellent land, having given an hundred 
pound for my predeceſſor's good - will. 
Nothing could exceed the neatneſs of my 
little encloſures: the elms and hedgerows 
appearing with inexpreſſible beauty. My 
houſe confifted of but one ſtory, and was 

covered with thatch, which gave it an 
air of great ſnugneſs; the walls on the 
inſide were nicely white-waſhed, and my 
daughters undertook to adorn them with 
pictures of their own-defigning. Though 
the ſame room ſerved us for parlour and 
kitchen , that only made it the warmer. 
Befides, as it was kept with the utmoſt 
neatneſs, the diſhes, plates aud cop- 
pers, being well ſcoured, and all diſ- 
poſed in bright rows on the ſhelves, 
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the eye was agreenbly relieved., and 
did not want richer furniture. There were 


three other apartments, one for my 
wife and me, another for our two daugh- - 


ters, within our own, and the third, 


with two beds, for the reft of the 


children. IT | 

The little republic to which I gave 
laws, was regulated in the following 
manner: by ſun-riſe we all aſſembled 
in our common apartment; the fire being 
previouſly kindled by the ſervant. After 
we had ſaluted each other with proper 
ceremony, (for I always thought fit to 
keep up ſome mechanical forms of good- 


breeding, without which freedom ever 


deſtroys friendſhip) we all bent in gra- 
titude to that Being who gave us another 
day. This duty being performed, my 
ſon and I went to purſue our uſual in- 
duſiry abroad, while my wife and daugh- 
ters employed themſelves in providing 
breakfaſt, which was always ready at 
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a certain time. I allowed half an hour 
for this meal, and an hour for dinner; 
which time was taken up in innocent 
mirth between my wife and daughters, 
and in philoſophical arguments San 
my ſon and me. 

As we role with the ſun, ſo we ne- 
ver purſued our labours after it was gone 
down, but returned home to the expect- 
ing family; where ſmiling looks, a neat 
hearth, and pleaſant fire, were prepared 
for our reception. Nor were we without 
guelis : ſometimes Farmer Flamborough, 
our talkative neighbour, and often the 
blind piper, would pay us a vilit, and 
taſte our gooſeberry wine; for the mak= * 
| Ing of which we had lofi neither the 
receipt nor the reputation. Theſe harm- 
= leſs people had ſeveral ways of being 
good company; while one played, the 
other would ſing ſome ſoothing ballad, 
Johnny Armſtrong's lafl good-night, or 
the cruelty of Barbara Allen. The night 
D 
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was concluded in the manner we began 
the morning, my youngeſt boys being 
appointed to read the leilons of the day, 
and he that read loudeſt, diſtincteſt, and 
beſt, was to have an nn on Sun- 
v7 day to put into the poor's box. 
| When Sunday came, it was indeed 
a a day of finery, which all my ſumptuary. 
edicts could not refirain. 'How well ſo 
ever I fancied my lectures againkt pride 
had conquered the vanity of my daugh- 
ters; yet I fill found them ſecretly at- 
tached to all their former finery: they 
fill loved laces, ribbands, bugles and 
catgut; my wife herſelf retained a paſ- 
fion for her crimſon paduaſoy , becauſe 
I formerly happened to ſay it became her. 
The firft Sunday in particular their 
behaviour ſerved to mortify me: I had 
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defired my girls the preceding night to ” 
be dreft early the next day; for I al- re 
ways loved to be at church a good while " 


before the reſt of the congregation. They As 


or WAKEFIELD. 389 
punctually obeyed my directions; but 
when we were to allemble in the morn- 
ing at breakfaſt, down came my wife 
and daughters, dreſt out in all their 
former ſplendour, their hair plaiftered 
up with pomatum, their faces patched 
to taſte, their treins bundled up into an 
heap behind, and ruſtling at every mo- 
tion. I could not help ſmiling at their 
vanity, particularly that of my wife, 
from whom I expected more diſcretion. 
In this exigence, therefore, my only 
reſource was to order my fon, with an 
important air, to call our coach. The 
girls were amazed at the command; but 
I repeated it with more ſolemnity than 
before. —** Surely, my dear, you jelt;” 
cried my wife, we can walk it per- 
„ fectly well: we want no coach to carry 
*us now.” * You miſtake, child,” 
returned I, **we do want a coach; for 
„if we walk to church in this trim, the 
*yery children in the pariſh will hoot 

D 2 
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< after us.” — — Indeed,” replied my 
wife, 1 always imagined that my 
Charles was fond of ſeeing his children 
* neat and handſome about him.” — — 
* You may be as neat as you pleaſe,” 


interrupted I, and I ſhall love you 
dc the better for it; but all this is not 


« neatneſs, but frippery. Theſe rufflings, 
« and pinkings, and patchings, will on- 


ly make us hated by all the wives of | 


< all our neighbours. No, my children,” 
continued I, more gravely, © thoſe gowns 


< may be altered into ſomething of a | 


<plainer cut; for finery is very unbecom- 
ing in us, who want the means of 
* decency. I do not know whether ſuch 
« flouncing and ſhredding is becoming 


* even in the rich, if we confider upon 


ca moderate calculation, that the naked- | 


*nels of the indigent world may be 
* clothed from the trimmings of the 
< yain.” 5 


This remonfirance had the proper ef- 
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fect; they went with great compoſure, - 
that very inſtant, to change their dreſs; 
and the next day I had the ſatisfaction | 
of finding wy daughters, at their own 
requeſt, employed in cutting up their 
trains into Sunday wailtcoats for Dick 
and Bill, the two little ones, and what 
was fiill more ſatisfactory , the gowns 
ſeemed improved by this curtailing. 


CAE *, 


A new and great acquaintance intro- 
duced. What we place moſt hopes 
upon generally proves moft fatal. 


Ar a ſmall difiance from the houſe 
my predeceſſor had made a feat, over- 
ſhaded by an hedge of hawthorn and 
honeyſuckle. Here, when the weather 
was fine and our labour ſoon finiſhed, 
we uſually ſat together, to enjoy an 
extenſive landſcape, in the calm of the 
evening. Here too we drank tea, which 
D 3 
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now was become an occafional banquet; 
and as we had it but ſeldom, it diffuſ- 
ed a new joy, the preparations for is 


being made with no [mall ſhare of bufile.. 


and ceremony. On theſe occafions, our 
two little ones always read for us, and 
they were regularly ſerved after we had 
done. Sometimes , to give a variety to 
our amuſements, the girls ſung to the 
guitar; and while they thus formed 2 
little concert, my wife and I would firoll 
down the ſloping field, that was embel- 
liſhed with blue-bells and centaury , talk 
of our children with rapture, and enjoy 
the breeze that wafted both health and 
harmony. 

In this manner we began to find that 
every fituation in life might bring its 
own peculiar pleaſures: every morning 
waked us to a repetition of toil; but 
the evening repaid it with vacant hilarity. 

It was about the beginning of autumn # 
on a holiday, for I kept ſuch as inter- 
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vals of relaxation from labour, that I 
had drawn -out-my family to our uſual 
place of amuſement, and our young muli- 
cians began their uſual concert. As we 
were thus engaged, we ſaw a ſtag bound 
nimbly by , within about twenty paces 
of where we were fitting, and by its 
panting, it ſeemed preſt by the hunters, 
We had not much time to reflect upon 
the poor animal's difireſs , when we per- 
ceived the dogs and horſemen come 
{weeping along at ſome diſtance behind, 
and making the very path it had taken. 
I was inſtantly for returning in with my 
family; but either curiofity or ſurprize, 
or ſome more hidden motive, held my 
wife and daughters to their ſeats. The 
huntſman, who rode foremoſt, paſi us 
with great [wiſtnels, followed by four 
or five perſons. more, who ſeemed in 
equal haite, At laſt, a young gentleman 
of a more genteel appearance than the 
ret, came forward, and fer a while 
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regarding us, infiead of purſuing ihe 
chace, fiopt ſhort, and giving his horſe 
to a ſervant who attended, approached 


us with a careleſs ſuperiour air. He ſeem-- 


ed to want no introduction, but was 
going to ſalute. my daughters as one 


certain of a kind reception; but they 


had early learnt the leſſon of looking 
preſumption out of countenance. Upon 


which he let us know that his name was 


Thornhill, and that he was owner of 
the eſtate that lay for ſome extent round 
us. He again, therefore, offered to ſalute 
the female part of the family ; and ſuch 
was the power of fortune and fine clothes, 
that he found no ſecond repulſe. As his 
addreſs, though confident, was eaſy, 
we ſoon became more familiar; and per- 
ceiving mufical inftruments lying near, 
he begged to be favoured: with a ſong, 
As I did not approve of ſuch diſpro- 
Portioned acquaintances, I winked upon 
my daughters, in order to prevent their 
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compliance; but my hint was counteract- 
ed by one from their mother; ſo that 
with a chearful air they gave us a fa- 
vourite ſong of Dryden's. Mr. Thorn- 
hill ſeemed highly delighted with their 
performance and choice, and then took 
up the guitar himſelf. He played but 
very indifferently; however, my eldeft 
daughter repaid his former applauſe with 
intereft, and aſſured him that his tones 
were louder than even thoſe of her maſter. 
At this compliment he bowed, which 
ſhe returned with a courteſy. He praiſed 
her taſie, and ſhe commended his under- 
fianding : an age could not have made 
them better acquainted ; while the fond 
mother too, equally happy, infitted upon 
her landlord's ſtepping in, and tafting a 
glaſs of her gooſeberry. The whole family 
leemed earneſt to pleaſe him: my girls 
attempted to entertain him with topicks 
they thought moſt modern; while Moſes, 
en the contrary, gave him a queſtion or 
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two from the ancients, for which he had 


the ſatisfaction of being laughed at: my 


little ones were no leſs buſy, and fond- 


ly luck cloſe to the firanger. All my 


* endeavours could ſcarce keep their dirty 
fingers from handling and tarniſhing the 


lace on his clothes, and lifting up the 


flaps of his pocket holes, to ſee what 
was there. At the approach of evening 
he took leave; but not till he had re- 
queſted permiſſion to renew his viſit, 
which, as he was our landlord, we moſt 
readily agreed to. 

As ſoon as he was gone, my wife 
called a council on the conduct of the 
day. She was of opinion, that it was 
a moſt fortunate hit; for that ſhe had 
known even firanger things than that 
brought to bear. She hoped again to ſee 
the day in which we might hold up our 
heads with the beſt of them; and con- 
cluded, ſhe proteſted ſhe could ſee no 
reaſon why the two Mils Wrinklers 


ſhould marry great” fortunes , and her 
children get none. As this laſt argument 
was directed to me, I proteſted I could 
ſee no reaſon for it neither; nor why 
Mr. Simpkins got the ten thouſand pound 
prize in the lottery, and we ſate down 
with a blank. «I proteſt, Charles, 
cried my wife, „this is the way you 
„always damp my girls and me when we 
ware in ſpirits. Tell me, Sophy, my 
dear, what do you think of our new 
*vifitor? Don't you think he ſeemed to 
ebe good-natured ?” *— —Immedſely 
„ſo, indeed, mamma,” replied ſhe, 
think he has a great deal to lay upon 
**every thing, and is never at a loſs; 
„and the more trifling the ſubject, the 


* more he has to ſay.— —*© Yes,” cried - 


Olivia, “he is well enough for a man; 
< but for my part, I don't much like 
him: he is ſo extremely impudent and 
<*familiar; but on the guitar he is Ihock- 


ing.“ Theſe two laſt ſpeeches I inter- 
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preted by contraries.. 1 found by this 


that Sophia internally deſpiſed, as much 


as Olivia ſecretly admired bim.— — 


« Whatever may be your opinions of 
*him, my children,” cried I, to con- 
* feſs a truth, he has not prepoſſeſt me 


< in his favour. Diſproportioned friend- 


«ſhips ever terminate in diſguſt; and I 
* thought, notwithſtanding all his eaſe, 
< that he ſeemed perfectly ſenfible of the 
* diftance between us. Let us keep to 
% companions of our own rank. There 
is no character more contemptible , 
**than a man that is a fortune-hunter; 
<< and I can ſee no reaſon why fortune- 
hunting women ſhould not be contempt- 
<<;ble too. Thus, at beſt, we ſhall be 
„ contemptible if his views be honour 
able; but if they be otherwiſe ! I ſhould 
4 ſhudder but to think of that! It is true, 
J have no apprehenſions from the con- 
oe duct of my children, but I think there 


cc are ſome from his character.” I would 
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have proceeded, but for the interrup- 
tion of a ſervant from the Squire, who, 
with his compliments, ſent us a fide of 
veniſon, and a promiſe to dine with us 
ſome days after. This well-timed preſent 
pleaded more powerfully in his favour, | 
than any thing I had to ſay could ob- 
viate. I therefore continued filent, ſatis- 
fied with juſt having pointed out danger, 
and leaving it to-their own diſcretion to 
avoid it. That virtue which requires to 
be ever guarded, is ſcarce worth * 
centinel. 


CHAP. VI. 


The happineſs A a country fire fide 


As we carried on the former diſpute 
with ſome degree of warmth, in order 
to accommodate matters, it was uni- 
verlally agreed „ that we ſhould: have a 
Part of the veniſon for ſupper, and the 
girls undertook the taſk with alacrity. 
E 
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am ſorry,” cried I, that we have 
n neighbour or firanger to take a part 
*in this good cheer: feafis of this kind i 
* acquire a double reliſh from hoſpita- : 
<lity.”— —<< Bleſs me, 'cried my wife, | 
here comes our good friend Mr. Bur- 1 
schell, that ſaved our Sophia, and that þ 


4 ran you down fairly in the argument.” f 
| —* Confute me in argument, child!“ t 
4 cried I. You miſtake there, my dear. 0 
believe there are but few that can tl 


* do that: I never diſpute your abilities 

<< at making a gooſepye, and I beg you'll 

* leave argument to me.. — As 1 ſpoke, 

poor Mr. Burchell entered the houſe, hi 

and was welcommed by the family, who us 

ſhook him heartily by the hand, while gc 

Little Dick officiouſly reached him a chair. he 
I was pleaſed with the poor man's dr 

-friendſbip for two reaſons ; becauſe: 1 la 

knew that he wanted mine, and I knew ſel 

him to be friendly as far as he was able. Fa 

He was known in our neighbourhood by aly 
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the character of the poor Gentleman that 
would do no good when he was young, 


though he was not yet thirty. He would 


at intervals talk with great good ſenſe; 
but in general he was fondeft of the com- 
pany of children, whom he uſed to call 
harmleſs little men. He was famous, I 
found, for finging them ballads, and 
telling them fiories; and ſeldom went 


out without ſomething in his pockets for 


them, a piece of ginger-bread, or an 
halfpenny whifile. He generally came for 
a few days into our neighbourhood once 
a year, and lived upon the neighbours, 
hoſpitality. He ſate down to ſupper among 
us, and my wife was not ſparing of her 
gooſeberry wine. The tale went round; 
he ſung us old ſongs, and gave the chil- 
dren the fiory of the Buck of Bever- 
land, with the hiftory of Patient Gril- 
fel, the adventures of Catſkin, and then 
Fair Roſamond's bower. Our cock , which 
always crew at eleven, now told us 
E 2 


. - 
3 
* 4 . * 
j 
r > OT IA a OOO 
"=" —— — — — — 


52 Tue VICAR 
it was time for repoſe; but an unfore- 
ſeen difficulty ſtarted about lodging the 
firanger: all our beds were already ta- 
ken up, and it was too late to ſend him 
to the next alehouſe. In this dilemma, 
little Dick offered him his part of the 
bed, if his brother Moſes would let him 
he with him: And I,“ cried Bill, will 
„give Mr Burchell my part, if my fifters 
* will take me to theirs.” — —“ Well 
* done, my good children,” cried I, 
«hoſpitality is one of the firſt chriftian 
* duties. The beaft retires to his ſhelter, 
<and the bird fligs to its neſt; but help- 
* leſs man can only find refuge from his 
ve fellow-creature, The greateſt firanger 
in this world, was he that came to [ave 
« it. He never had an houſe, as if willing 
re to ſee what hoſpitality was left remain- 
* ing amongſt us. Deborah, my dear,” 
. cried I to my wife, © give thoſe boys a 
«Jump of ſugar each, and let Dick's be 
ze the largeft, becauſe he ſpoke firſt,” 
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In the morning early I called out my 
whole family to help at ſaving an after- 
growth of hay, and our gueſt offering 
his aſlifiance, he was accepted among 
the number, Our labours went on lightly, 
we turned the ſwath to the wind, I went 
foremoſt, and the reſt followed in due 
ſucceſſion. I could not avoid, however, 
obſerving the aſſiduity of Mr. Burchell 
in alliſting my daughter Sophia in her 
part of the taſk. When he had Finiſhed 
his own, he would join in her's and 
enter into a cloſe converſation : but L 
had too good an opinion of Sophia's 
underſtanding, and was too well con- 
vinced of her ambition, to be under any 
uneaſiueſs from a man of broken fortune. 
When we were hniſhed for the day, Mr. 
Burchell was invited as on the night 
before; but he refuſed, as he was to 
lie that night at a neighbour's, to whoſe 
child be was carrying a whifile. When 
gone, our converſation at ſupper turn» 
| E 3 
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ed upon our late unfortunate. gueſt, 
« What a firong inftance,”. ſaid D, <is 
< that poor man of the miſeries attend- 
te ing a youth of levity and extravagance. 
* He by no means wants ſenſe, which 
** only ſerves to aggravate his former 
* folly. Poor forlorn creature, where are 
* now the revellers, the flatterers, that 

* he could once inſpire and command! 
Gone, perhaps to attend the bagnio 
* pander, grown rich by his extravagance. 
* They once praiſed him; and now they 
<< zpplaud the pander : their former rap- 
<< tures at his wit, are now converted 
er into ſarcaſms at his folly : he is poor, 
« and perhaps deſerves poverty; for he 
<< has neither the ambition to be inde- 
* pendent, nor the ſkill to be uſeful.” 
Prompted perhaps by ſome ſecret reaſons, 
I delivered this obſervation with too 
much acrimony, which my Sophia gently 
re proved. Whatſoever his former con- 
* duct may be, papa, his circumfiances 
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< ſhould. exempt him from cenſure now. „ 


«« His preſent indigence is a ſufficient pu- 
ce niſhment for former folly ; and I have 
„heard my papa himſelf ſay, that ws 
« ſhould never firike one unneceſſary 
«blow at a victim over whom provi- 
« dence holds the ſcourge of its reſent- 
* ment.” — —< You are right, Sophia,” 
cried my ſon Moles, and one of the 
_ < ancients finely repreſents ſo malicious 
*a conduct, by the attempts of a ruftic 
*to flay Marſyas, whoſe ſkin , the fable 
*tells us, had been wholly fiript off 
* by another. Befides, I don't know if 
«this poor man's fituation be ſo bad as 
e my father would repreſent it. We are 
**not to judge of the feelings of others 
* by what we might feel if in their place. 
„However dark the habitation of the 
* mole to our eyes, yet the animal it- 
elf finds the apartment ſufficiently 
6lightlome. And to confeſs a truth, this 
„man's mind ſeems fitted to his fation; 
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«for I never heard any one more f right» 
„ly than he was to-day, when he con- 


* verſed with you.” — —This was ſaid 


without the leaft defign , however it ex- 


cited a bluſh, which ſhe firove to cover 


by an affected laugh, aſſuring him, that 


ſhe ſcarce took any notice of what he 
ſaid to her; but that ſhe believed he 
might once have been a very fine gentle- 
man. The readineſs with which ſhe under- 
took to vindicate herſelf , and her bluſh- 


ing, were [ſymptoms I did not internally 


approve; but I repreſi my ſuſpicions. 
As we expected our landlord the next 
day, my wife went to make the veniſon 
pally ; Moſes ſat reading, while I taught 
the little ones: my daughters ſeemed 
equally buſy with the reſt; and I ob- 
ſerved them for a good while cooking 
ſomething over the fire. I at firfi ſuppol- 
ed they were aſlifting their mother; but 
little Dick informed me in a whiſper, 


that they were making a waſh for the 


a. 1 a ..At PF, * 2 
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face. Waſhes of all kinds T had a natural 
antipathy to: for I knew that inſtead of 
mending the complexion they ſpoiled it. 
I therefore approached my chair by fly 
degrees to the fire, and graſping the 
poker, as if it wanted mending, ſeemingly 
by accident, overturned the whole com- 
polition, and it was too late to begin 
another, 


CHAP. VIL 
A town-wit deſcribed. The dulleſt fel. 


lows may earn to be comical for 
a night or two. 


WHEN the morning arrived on which 
we were to entertain our young land- 
| lord, it may be eafily ſuppoſed what 
Provifions were exhaulied to make an 
appearance. It may alfo be conjectured 
that my wife and daughters expanded 
their gayeſt plumage upon this occaſion. 
Mr. Thornhill came with a couple of 
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friends, his chaplain and feeder. The 
ſervants , who were numerous, he polite- 
ly ordered to the next alehouſe: but my 
wife, in the triumph of her heart, infift«. 
ed on entertaining them all; for which, 
by the by , our family was pinched 
for three weeks after. As Mr. Burchell 
had hinted to us the day before, that 


* he was making ſome propoſals of mar- 


riage to Miſs Wilmot, my ſon George's 
former miſtreſs, this a good deal damped 
the heartineſs of his reception: but ac- 


cident, in ſome meaſure, relieved our 


embarraſſment; for one of the company 
happening to mention her name, Mr. 
Thornhill obſerved with an oath, that 
he never knew any thing more abſurd 


than calling ſuch a fright a beauty: For 


< ftrike me ugly, continued he, if 


* ſhould not find as much pleaſure in 


<< chooling my milireſs by the information 
* of a lamp under the clock at St. Dun- 
7 ftan's.” At this he laughed, and ſo did 


or WAKEFIELD. 59 
we :—the jeſts of the rich are ever ſuc- 
ceſsful. Olivia too could not avoid whif- 
pering , loud enough to be heard, that 
he had an infinite fund of humour. 
After dinner I began with my uſual 
toaſt, the Church; for this I was thank- 
ed by the chaplain, as he ſaid the church 
was the only miftreſs of his affections.— 
«© Come, tell us honefily, Frank, ſaid 
the Squire, with his uſual archneſs, 
© ſuppoſe the church, your preſent mil- 
«<treſs, dreſt in lawn ſleeves, on one 
*hand, and Miſs Sophia, with no lawn 
r about her, on the other, which would 
rc you be for?“ « For both, to be ſure,” 
cried the chaplain. — Right, Frank, 
cried the Squire; for may this glaſs 
** ſuffocate me but a fine girl is worth 
all the prieſicraft in the creation. For 
© what are tythes and tricks but an im- 
** pofition, all a confounded impoſture, 


** and I can prove it..“ I wiſh you 


* would,” cried my ſon Moſes, . and 
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I think,“ continued he, * that I ſhould 
*be able to anſwer you. Very 
* well, Sir,” cried the Squire, who imme- 
diately ſmoaked him, and winked on 
the reft of the company, to prepare us 
for the ſport, „if you are for a cool ar- 
* gument upon that ſubject, I am ready 
„to accept the challenge. And fiſt, 
© whether are you for managing it ana- 
* logically, or dialogically ?* “ am for 
< managing it rationally ,” cried Moſes, 
quite happy at being permitted to diſ- 
pute. Good again,” cried the Squire, 
and firfily, of the firſt. I hope you'll 
te not deny that whatever is, is. If you 
don't grant me that, I can go no far- 
ether. Why, returned Moſes, I 
«think I may grant that, and make the 
« beſt of it.“ I hope too, returned 
the other, «you'll grant that a part is 
**leſs than the whole.“ 1 grant that 
too, cried Moſes, it is but juſt and 
&* reaſonable.” — © I hope,” cried tha 


or WAKEFIELD. 6 
Squire, c h will not deny, that the 
ec two angles of a triangle are equal to 
«two right ones.” — Nothing can bs 
<< plainer,” returned th'other, and look- 
ed round with his uſual importance.— 
« Very well,” cried the Squire, ſpeak- 
ing very quick, the premiſes being thus 
<« ſettled, I proceed to obſerve, that ths 
« concatenation of ſelf-exiftences, pro- 
<« ceeding in a reciprocal duplicate ra- 
«tio, naturally produce a problemati- 
«cal dialogilm, which in ſome meaſure 
* proves that the eſſence of ſpirituality 
may be referred to the ſecond predi- 
© cable.** — Hold, hold, cried the 
other, **I deny that. Do you think I 
*can thus tamely ſubmit to ſuch hete - 
* rodox doctrines ?''—* What,” replied 
the Squire, as if in a paſſion, not | 
* ſubmit! Anſwer me one plain queſ- 
tion: Do you think Ariftotle right 
* when he ſays, that relatives are re- 
* lated?” © Undoubtedly,” replied the 

: F 


ad 


62 Tue VICAR-- 


other. If ſo then,” cried the Squire, 
e anſwer me directly to what I propoſe: 
„Whether do you judge the analytical 
<< ;3nveſtigation of the firft part of my en- 


* thymem deficient ſecundum quoad or 
© guoad minus, and give me your rea- 
<« ſons: I ſay, directly.”'—<1 proteſt,” 
cried Moſes, I don't rightly compre- 
© hend the force of your reaſoning :. but 


if it be reduced to one fimple propofi- 
(tion, I fancy it may then have an 


tc anſwer.” —<* O, Sir,” cried the Squire, 
* am your moſt humble ſervant, I find 
*you want me to furniſh you with ar- 
d gument and intellects too. No, Sir, 


< there I proteſt,” you are too hard for 


< me.” This effectually raiſed the laugh 
againſt poor Moſes, who ſate the only 
diſmal figure in a groupe of merry faces: 
nor did he offer a fingle ſyllable more 
during the whole entertainment. 

But though all this gave me no plea- 


ſure, it had a very different effect upon 


> N 

or WAKEFIELD. 6 
Olivia, who miſtook it. for humour, 
though but a mere act of the memory. 
She thought him therefore a very fine 
gentleman; and ſuch as confider what 
powerful ingredients a good figure, fine 
clothes, and fortune, are in that cha- 
racter, will eafily forgive her. Mr. Thorn- 
hill, notwithſtanding his real ignorance , 
talked with eaſe, and could expatiate 
upon the common topicks of converſa- 
tion with fluency. It is not ſurpriſing 
then that ſuch talenis ſhould win the 
affections of a girl, who by education 
was taught to value an appearance in 
herſelf, and conſequently to ſet a value 
upon it in another. 

Upon his departure, we again enter- 
ed into a debate upon the merits of our 
young landlord. As he directed his looks 
and converſation to Olivia, it was no 
longer doubted but that ſhe was the ob- 
ject that induced him to be our viſitor. 
Nor did ſhe ſeem to be much diſpleaſed 

F » 
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- at the innocent raillery of her brother 
and fifter upon this occafion. Even De- 
borah herſelf ſeemed to ſhare the glory 
of the day, and exulted in her daugh- 
ter's victory as if it were her own. * And 
„now, my dear, cried ſhe to me, III 
- <fairly own, that it was I that infiruct- 
< ed my girls to encourage our landlord's 
< addreſſes. 1 had always ſome ambi- 
< tion, and you now ſee that I was right; 
for who knows how this may end?” 
„Aye, who knows that indeed, an 
ſwered I with a groan: for my part I 
don't much like it; and I could have 
< been better pleaſed with one that was 
* poor and honeſt, than this fine gentle- 
man with his fortune and infidelity ; 
for depend on't, if he be what I ſu- 
< ſpect him, no free- — ſhall ever 
© have a child of mine.” 
Sure, father,” cried Moſes, © you 
< are too ſevere in this; for Heaven will 
never arraign him for what he thinks, 


OG 
or WAKEFIELD. 65 
<c but for what he does. Every man has 
„% thouſand vicious thoughts, which 
« ariſe without his power to ſuppreſs. _ 
<c Thinking freely of religion, may be 
rin voluntary with this gentleman: fo 
*©that allowing his ſentiments to be 
< wrong , yet as he is purely paſſive in 
< his aſſent, he is no more to be blam- 
«ed for his errors than the governour of 
«a city without walls for the ſhelter 
<he is obliged to afford an invading 
© enemy.” 25 | RE 
True, my ſon,” cried I; © but if 
the governour invites the enemy there, 
he is jufily culpable. And ſuch is al- 
< ways the caſe with thoſe who embrace 
c error. The vice does not lie in aſſent- 
< ing to the proofs they ſee; but in being 
blind to many of the proofs that offer, 
So that, though our erroneous opi- 
„ nions be involuntary when formed, yet 
*as we have been wilfully corrupt, or 
*very negligent in forming them, we 
2 
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*< deſerve puniſhment for our vice, or 
* contempt for our folly.” - 
My wife now kept up the converſa- 
tion, though not the argument: ſhe ob- 
3 that ſeveral very prudent men 
of our acquaintance were free-thinkers , 
and made very good huſbands; and ſhe 
knew ſome ſenſible girls that had ſkill 
enough to make converts of their ſpouſes : 
* And who knows, my dear,” continued 
he, what Olivia may be able to do. 
*The girl has a great deal to ſay upon 
© every ſubject, and to my knowledge 
«js very well ſkilled in controverſy.” 
«Why, my dear, what controverſy . 
© can ſhe have read?” cried I. It does 
* not occur to me that I ever put ſuch 
* books into her hands: you certainly 
* over-rate her merit.” © Indeed, papa,” 
replied Olivia, ſhe does not: I have 
© read a great deal of controverſy. I have 
ceread the diſputes between Thwackum 
„and Square; the controverſy between 
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*<Robinſon Cruſoe and Friday the ſa- 
„vage, and I am now employed in 
4 reading the controverſy in Religious 
% Courtſhip.” —— © Very well, cried 
I, „thats a good girl; I find you are 

« perfectly qualified for making converts, 
and ſo go help your mother to maks 
* the gooleberry-pye.” 


HAF. VII. 


An amour, which promiſes little good 
fortune, yet may be productive 
of much. 


T HE next morning we were again. vi- 
fited by Mr. Burchell, though I began, 
for certain reaſons, to be diſpleaſed with 
the frequency of his return; but I could 
not refuſe him my company and fire- ſide. 
It is true his labour more than requited 
his entertainment} for he wrought among # 
us with vigour, and either in the mea- 


ws or at the hay-rick, put himſelf 
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foremoſt. Befides, he had always fome= 


thing amuſing to ſay that leſſened our 


toil, and was at once ſo out of the way, 
and yet fo ſenſible, that 1 loved, laugh- 


ed at, and pitied bim. My only diſlike 
aroſe from an attachment he diſcovered 
to my daughter: he would, in a jefting 
manner, call her his little mifireſs, and 
when he bought each of the girls a ſet 
of ribbands, her's was the finelt. I knew 
not how, but he every day ſeemed to 
become more amiable, his. wit to im- 
prove, and his fimplicity to aſlume the 
ſuperiour airs of wiſdom. 

Our family dined in the field, and 
we fate, or rather reclined, round a 
temperate repaſt, our cloth ſpread upon 
the hay, while Mr. Burchell gave chear- 
fulneſs to the feaft. To heighten our la- 


tisfaction two black-birds anſwered each 
other from oppoſite hedges, the familiar 


red-breaft came and pecked the crumbs 
from our hands, and every found ſeem- 


or WAKEFIELD. 6 


ed but the echo of tranquillity. 601 ne- 
«yer fit thus, ſays Sophia, but I 


«think of the two lovers, ſo ſweetly 


< deſcribed by Mr. Gay, who were firuck 
ce Jead in each other's arms. There is 
< ſomething ſo pathetic in the deſcrip- 


<tjon, that I have read it an hundred 


< times with new rapture.” — —< In my 
<« opinion,” cried my ſon, © the fineſt 
re ftrokes in that deſcription are much 


© below thoſe in the Acis and Galatea 


« of Ovid. The Roman poet underſtands 


the ule of contraſt better, and upon 


© that figure artfully managed all firength 
cin the pathetic depends.“ — It is re- 
< markable,” cried Mr. Burchell, that 
< both the poets you mention have equal- 
* ly contributed to introduce a falſe taſte 
<< into their reſpective countries, by load- 
ing all their lines with epithets. Men 


*© of little genius found them moſt eaſily 


<< ;mitated in their defects, and Engliſh 
<< poetry, like that in the latter empire 
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e indeed I have made this remark only 


«ever be its other defects, is, I think, at 
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* of Reis „ Is nothing at preſent but a 
* combination of luxuriant images, with- | 
te out plot or connexion ; a firing of epi- 
* thets that improve the ſound, without 
* carrying on the ſenſe. But perhaps 5 
« Madam, while I thus reprehend others, 
«you'll think it juſt that I ſhould give 
* them an opportunity to retaliate, and 


eto have an opportunity of introducing 
to the company a ballad, which, what- 


<leaft free from thoſe I have mentioned.” 
A BAL L'A D , 


„Tux, gentle hermit of the dale, 
*© And guide my lonely way, 

To where yon taper cheers the vale, 
With hoſpitable ray. 


« For here forlorn and loſt I tread, 
* With fainting ſteps and ſlow ; 

«© Where wilds immeaſurably ſpread, 
e Seem lengthening as I go.” 


\ 
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a | << Forbear, my ſon,” the hermit cries, 
» | « To tempt the dangerous gloom ; 
i- « For. yonder faithleſs phantom flies 


«To lure thee to thy doom. 


Lt 

. | > 
# “Here to the houſeleſs child of want, 
e « My door is open flill; _ 

4 © And tho' my portion is but ſcant, 

y J give it with good will. 

8 


« Then turn to-night , and freely ſhare 

«© Whate'er my cell beftows; 
„5 *« My ruſhy couch, and frugal fare, 
| « My bleſſing and. repoſe. 


« No flocks that range the valley free, 
To [laughter 1 condemn : 

<* Taught by that Power that pities me, p 
J learn to pity them. | 


« But from the mountain's graſſy fide, 
A guiltleſs feaſt I bring; 

A ſerip with herbs and fruits ſupply'd, 

* And water ftom the ſpring. 


„Then, pilgrim, turn, thy cares; forego 
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« All earth-born cares are wrong: 
Man wants but little here below, 
« Nor wants that little long.“ 


Soft as the dew from heav'n deſcends, 
His gentle accents fell : | 

The modeſt firanger lowly bends , 
And follows to the cell. 


Far in a wilderneſs obſcure 
The lonely manfion lay; 

A refuge to the neighbouring poor, 
And firangers led aſtray. 


No fiores beneath its humble thatch 
Requir'd a maſter's care; 

The wicket opening with a latch, 
Receiv'd the harmleſs pair. 


And now when buſy crowds retire 
To take their evening reſt, 8 
The hermit trimm'd his little fire, 
And cheer'd his penfive gueſt: a 
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And ſpread his vegetable ftoxe,. | 
And gayly preſt, and [mil'd; _ .. 
And ſkill'd in legendary lore, , _, 
The lingering hours beguil'd, 


Around in ſympathetic, mirth . -, _. 
Its tricks the kitten tries, _ 
The cricket chirrups in the hearth, . n 


The crackling faggot flies. 


But nothing could a charm impart 
To ſooth the firanger's woe; 
For grief was heavy at his heart: 

And tears began to flow. 


His rifing cares the hermit ſpy*d, 
With anſwering care oppreſt: 

* And whence, unhappy youth,” he cry'd, 
The ſorrows of thy brealt? g 


* From better habitations ſpurn d, 
« Reluctant doſt thou rove; | 
© Or grieve for friendſhip unreturn'd, 
Or unregarded love? WM 
G 
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« Alas! the joys that fortune brings, 


„Are trifling and decay; 


And thoſe who prize the paltry things, 


More trifling ftill than they. 


And what is friendſhip but a name, 
A charm that lulls to ſleep; 


<< A ſhade that follows wealth or fame, 


„But leaves the wretch to weep? 


And love is fill an emptier found, 


«© The modern fair one's jeſt, 
< On-earth unſeen, or only found 
<< To warm the turtle's nefi. 


«For ſhame, fond youth, thy fortows huſh, 


« And ſpurn the ſex, he ſaid: 
But, while he ſpoke, a rifing bluſh 
His love-lorn gueſt betray'd. 


Surpriz'd he ſees new beauties riſe 
Swift mantling to the view, - 

Like colours o'er the morning ſkies, 
As bright, as tranſient too. 
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The bafhful look ; the rifing breaſt, 
Alternate ſpread alarms; 
The lovely ſtranger flands confeft 
A maid in all her charms. © 


And, „Ah, forgive a firanger rude, | 
<A wretch forlorn,” ſhe cry'd; © 

„ Whoſe feet unhallow'd thus intrude 
„Where Heav'n and you refide! 


te But let a maid thy pity ſhare, 
** Whom love has taught to firay ; 
Who ſeeks for reſt, but finds deſpair 
Companion of her way. 


< My father liv'd befide the Tyne, 
„A wealthy lord was he; 

And all his wealth was mark'd as mine, 
He had but only me. 


<'To wid me from his tender arms 1 
< Unnumber'd ſuitors came; 
* Who prais'd me for imputed charms, 
And felt or feign'd a flame. 
G'2 
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The bloſſom 3 the day, 
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Each hour a mercenary crowd 
„Wich richeſt proffers flrove: 

* Among the reſi young Edwin bow d, 
„But never talk'd of love. 


*< In humble fimpleft habit clad, 
* No wealth nor power had he; 
« Wiſdom and worth were all he had, 
But thele were all to me. 


<< The dews of heav'n refin'd, 
Could nought of purity diſplay, 
« To emulate his mind. 


«The dew, the bloſſom on the tree, 
„With charms inconflant ſhine; 

«© Their charms were his, but woeto me, 
Their conſtancy was mine. 


* 


«For ſtill I try'd each fickle art, 
< Importunate and vain; 

*And while his paſſion touch'd my bj, 
*<I triumph'd in his pain. 


— 
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<« Till quite dejected with my ſeorn; 
« He left me to my pride: 
« And ſought a ſolitude forlorn n, 
In ſecret, where he died. bits 


« But mine the ſorrow, mine the fault, 
„And well my life ſhall pay; © 
«Fil ſeek the ſolitude he ſought, ./ © 
„ And ſtretch me where he lay.— 


And there forlorn deſpairing hid, 
„Tin lay me.down and die; 
«© Twas fo for me that Edwin did, 

And ſo for him will I.“ 


<«Forbid it, Heav'n!“ the hermit cry'd, 
And clalp'd her to his breafi.- 

The wondering fair-one turn'd to chide, 
"Twas Edwin's ſelf that preft. 


Turn, Angelina, ever dear, 
My charmer, turn to lee, 
* Thy own, thy long loſt Edwin here, 
«Reftor'd to love and thee. 
G 3 


v9 oy N I r — 6 6 TT - * 
a * a2 2 8 2 1 8 * 3 


- = 4 > > "os * 1 R * 
G _= * 4 4 2 1 4 4 —z - ns 
. 1 * a 
as © A 5 718 , 2 e era . ue 
4 . 0 G "ge . — — — & CDs n ** 
& I P E. C + — 1 — — 1 a 


rm mr fp i : 
4 ”_ 


4 POW" ».4%, + 2-7 
ney 


3 
& 
32 
#4 
$1 


—_ EG A 
* "> +a 


. F - 
£ : y 
4 07 9995, 0 th, Re rear oo Gene, of 9 or SAI 4s 
vous * 2 = a 
* "tr 2 3 


78 Tre VICAR 


« Thus let me hold thee to my heart, 
And ev'ry cate reſign: | 

* And ſhall we never, never part, 
My life, — —my all that's mine! 


*No, never from this hour to part: 
Well live and love lo true; 
« The figh that rends thy conſtant heart, 
Shall break thy Edwin's too.“ 


While this ballad was reading, Sophia 
ſeemed to mix an air of tenderneſs with 
her approbation. But our tranquillity 
was ſoon difturbed by the report of a 
gun juſt by us, and immediately after 
a man was ſeen burſting through the 
hedge, to take up the game he had kill- 
ed. This ſportſman was the Squire's 
chaplain, who had ſhot one of the black- 
birds that ſo agreeably entertained us. 
So loud a report, and fo near, fiartled 
my daughters; and I could perceive that 
Sophia in the fright had thrown herſelf 


or WAKEFIFLD. _ yg 
into Mr. Burchell's arms for protection, 
The gentleman came up, and aſked par- 
don for having difturbed us, affirming 
that he was ignorant of our being ſo near. 
He therefore ſat down by my youngeſt ' 
daughter, and ſportſman like, offered 
her what he had killed that morning. 
She was going to refule, but a private 
look from her mother ſoon induced her 
to correct the miſtake, and accept his 
preſent , though with ſome reluctance. 
My wife, as uſual, diſcoyered her pride 
in a whiſper , obſerving, that Sophia 
had made a conqueſt of the chaplain, 
as well as her fifter had of the Squire. 
I ſuſpected, however, with more pro- 
bability , that her affections were plac- 
ed upon a different object. The cha- 
plain's errand was to inform us, that 
Mr. Thornhill had provided mufic and 
refreſhments , and intended that night 
giving the young ladies a ball by. moon- 
light, on the graſs-plot before our door. 
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«Nor can I deny,” continued he, but 
I have an iniereſt in being firft to de- 
liver this mellage, as I expect for my 
reward to be honoured with Miſs So- 
<« phy's hand as a partner.” To this my 
girl replied, that ſhe ſhould have no 
objection, if ſhe could do it with honour : 
<< But here,” continued ſhe, is a gentle- 
% man,” looking at Mr. Burchell, who 
„has been my companion in the taſk 
< for the day, and it is fit he ſhould 
«ſhare in its amuſement.” Mr. Burchell 
returned her a compliment for her inten- 
tions; but refigned her up to the cha- 
plain, adding that he was to go that 
night five miles, being invited to an 
harveſt ſupper. His refuſal appeared to 


me a little extraordinary, nor could I 


conceive how lo ſenſible” a girl as my 
youngefi, could thus prefer a man of 
broken fortunes to one whole expecta- 
tions were much greater. But as men 


are mok capable of diflinguiſhing merit 


or WAKEFIELD. 8: 
in women, ſo the ladies often form the 
tuell judgments of us. The two ſexes 
ſeem placed as ſpies upon each other, 
and are furniſhed with different abilities, 
adapted for mutual inſpection. 
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Two ladies of great difiine ion intro - 


duced. Superiour finery ever Seems” 
to confer JEDI rde 


Mx. Burchell had fravis * leave, 
and Sophia conſented to dance with 
the chaplain, when my little ones came 
running out to tell us, that the Squire 
was come, with a crowd of company: 
Upon our return', we found our land- 
lord, with a couple of under gentlemen 
anc two young ladies richly dreft , whom 
he introduced as women of very great 
diſtinction and faſhion from town. We 
happened not to have chairs enough for 
the whole company; but Mr. Thornhill 


82 ar VICAR: - 
immediately Propoſed that every gentle - 
man (ſhould: fit in a lady's lap. This 
J poſitively objected to, notwithfiand- 
ing a look of diſapprobation from my 
wife. Moſes wus therefore diſpatehed to 
borrow a couple of chairs; and as we 
were in want of ladies to make up a 
ſet at country dances, the two gentle 
men went with him in queſt of a couple 
of partners. Chairs and partners were 
ſoon provided. The gentlemen returned 
with my - neighbour Flamborough's roſy 
daughters, flaunting with red top-knots. 
But an unlucky circumfiance was not 
adverted to: though the Miſs Flambo- 
roughs were reckoned the very beſt dane- 
ers in the pariſh, and underfiood the 
Jig, and the round-about to perfection; 
yet they were totally unacquainted with 
country dances. This at firft diſcompol- 
ed us: however, after a little ſhoving 
and dragging , they at laſt went merily 
on. Our mulic confilied of two fiddles, 
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with a pipe and tabour. The moon ſhone 
bright, Mr. Thornhill and my eldef 
daughter led up the ball, to- the great 
delight of the ſpectators; for the neigh- 
bours hearing what was going forward, 
came flocking about us. My girl mov- 
ed with ſo much grace and vivacity, 
that my wife could not avoid diſeo- 
vering the pride of her heart, by afſur- 
ing me, that though the little chit did 
it ſo cleverly, all the ſteps were fiolen 
from herſelf. The ladies of the town firove 
hard to be equally eaſy, but without 
ſucceſs. They ſwam, ſprawled, lan- 
guiſhed, and friſked; but all would not 
do: the gazers indeed owned that it 
was fine; but neighbour Flamborough ob- 
ſerved, that Miſs Livy's feet ſeemed 
as pat to the muſic as its echo. After 
the dance had continued about an hour, 
the two ladies, who were apprehenfive 
of catching cold, moved to break up 
the ball, One of them, I thought, ex- 
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| prelled ber ſentiments upon this ocea- 


Hon in a very coarſe manner, When ſhe 


obſerved, that by the Living jingo „ {he 


was all of a muck. of ſweat. Upon our 
return to the houſe, we found a very 
elegant cold ſupper , which Mr. Thorn- 
hill had ordered to be brought with him. 
The converſation at this time, was more 
reſerved than before. The two ladies 
threw my girls quite into the ſhade; for 
they would talk of nothing but high life, 
and high lived company; with other 
faſhionable topics , ſuch as pictures, tafte, 
Shakeſpear , and the muſical glaſſes, 
"Tis true they once or twice mortified 


us ſenſibly by ſlipping out an oath: but 


that appeared to me as the ſureſt ſymp- 
tom of their diſtinction, (though I am 
fince informed that ſwearing is perfectly 
unfaſhionable). Their finery, however, 


— 


threw a veil over any groſſneſs in their 


converſation. My daughters ſeemed to re- 


gard their ſuperiour accompliſhments with 
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.envy ; and what appeared amils was 
aſcribed to tip-top quality breeding. But 


the condeſcenfion of the ladies was Rtill 
ſuperiour to their other accompliſhments. 
One of them obſerved, that had Miſs 
Olivia ſeen a little more of the world, 
it would greatly improve her. To which 
the other added, that a fiogle winter in 
town would make her little Sophia quite 
another thing. My wife warmly alſcnted 
to both; adding, that there was nothing 
ſhe more ardently wiſhed than to give 
her girls a fingle winter's poliſhing. To 
this I could not help replying, that their 


| breeding was already ſuperiour to their 


fortune; and that greater refinement would 
only ſerve to make their poverty ridicu- 
lous, and give them a taſte for pleaſures 
they had no right to polleſs. — — And 
<< what pleaſures,” cried Mr. Thornhill, 
* do they not deſerve to poſſeſs, who 
© haveſo much in their power to befiow ? . 


* As for my part, continued he, my 
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s fortune is pretty large; love, liberty, 
tc and pleaſure, are my maxims; but 
* curfe me if a fettlement of half my 
d eftate could give my charming Olivia 
<« pleaſure, it ſhould be her's; and the 


* only favour I would alk in return, 


. < would be to add myſelf to the benefit.” 


I was not ſuch a firanger to the world 
as to be ignorant that this was the fa- 
fhionable cant to diſguiſe the inſolence 


of the baſeſt propoſal; but I made an 


effort to ſuppreſs my reſentment. «© Sir, 
cried I, the family which you now 


«© condeſcend to favour with your com- 


< pany, has been bred with as nice a 
* ſenſe of honour as you. Any attempts 
< to injure that, may be attended with 
very dangerous conſequences. Honour, 
«« Sir, is our only poſlellion at preſent, 
< and of that laſt treaſure we mult be par- 
© ticularly careful.” — —I was ſoon ſor- 
ry for the warmth with which I had Tpo- 
ken this, when the young gentleman, 


— id all 


 Xz hd — + _—_—_ —_Y a. 


2 — 


or WAKEFIELD. 87 
graſping my hand, ſwore he commended 
my ſpirit, though he diſapproved my 
ſuſpicions. *As to your preſent hint, 
continued he , © I proteſt nothing was 
« farther from my heart than ſuch a 
thought. No, by all that's tempting , 
ce the virtue that will fland a regular 
< fiege was never to my taſie;' for all 
my amours are n by a coup wa | 
m 5. 4", 

The two ladies, wks | affected. to bat 
ignorant of the reſt, ſeemed highly diſ- 
pleaſed with this laſt Rroke of freedom, 
aid began a very diſcreet and ſerious 
dialogue upon virtue: in this my wife, 
the chaplain and I, ſoon joined; and 
the Squire himſelf was at laſi brought 
tc confeſs a ſenſe of ſorrow for his for- 
mer excelles. We talked of the pleaſures. - 
of temperance, and of the ſun-ſhine in 
the mind unpolluted with. guilt. I was. 
{> well pleaſed, that my little ones were 
* up beyond the uſual time to be 

H 2 
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edified by ſo much good converſation. 
Mr. Thornhill even went beyond me, 
and demanded if I, had any objection 
to giving prayers. I joyfully embraced 
the propoſal, and in this manner the 
night was paſſed in a moſt comfortable 
way, till at lat the company began to 
think of returning. The ladies ſeemed 
very unwilling to part with my daughters, 
for whom they had. conceived a particy- 
lar affection, and joined in a requeſt to 
have the pleaſure of their company homs, 
The Squire ſeconded the propoſal, and 
my wife added her entreaties: the girls 
too looked upon me as if they wiſhed 
to go. In this perplexity I made two or 
three excuſes, which my daughters as 
readily removed; ſo that at laſt I was 
obliged to give a peremptory refuſal: 
for which we had nothing bud ſullen looks 
and ſhort anſwers the whole day enſuing. 


ſal: 
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The family endeavours fo 1 with 
their betters. The miſeries of the poor 
when they attempt to appear Were 

their biroumflances. ol ENS TOE 


— 


I now began te find that all my long 
and painful leetures upon temperance, 
fimplicity, and contentment, were entire- 
ly diſregarded. The diſtinctions lately 
paid us by our betters awaked that pride 
which 1 had laid alleep , but not remov- 
ed. Our windows again, as formerly, 
were filled with waſhes for the neck and 
face. The ſun was dreaded as an enemy 
to the ſkin without doors, and the fire 
as a ſpoiler of the complexion within. 
My wife obſerved, that riſing too early 
would hurt her daughters eyes, that work- 
ing after dinner would redden their noſes, 
and ſhe ronvinced me that the hands 
never looked [o white as when they did 
-" "Ws 
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nothing. Iullead, therefore, of finiſhing 


George's ſhirts, we now had them new 


modelling their old gauzes, or flouriſh. 
ing upon. catgut. The Poor Miſs. Flam- 


boroughs, their former gay companians , 
were caſt off as mean acquaintance, and 
the whole converſation ran upon high 
life and high-lived company, with pic- 
tures, taſie, Shak oper » „and the mu- 
fical glaſſes. 

But we could have Aa all this, had 
not a fortune-telling gypſy come to raiſe 


us into perfect ſublimity. The tawny y- 


bil no. ſooner appeared, than my girls 


came running to me for a ſhilling apiece | 


to croſs her hand with filver. To lay the 
truth, I was tired of being always wile, 
and could not help gratifying their re- 
queſt, becauſe I loved to ſee them hap- 
Py-1 gave each of them a ſhilling; though, 
for the honour of the family, it muſt be 
obſerved, that they never went without 
money themſelves, as my wife always 


* 
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generouſly let them have a guinea, each, 
to keep in their pockets; but with firjct 
injunctions. never to change it. After they 
had been cloſeted up with the fortune - 
teller for ſome time, I knew by their 
looks, upon their returning, that they 
had been promiſed ſomething great. 
„Well, my girls, how have you ſped ? 
Tell me, Livy, has the fortune-tel- 
© ler given thec a penny-worth?“ — 71 
< proteſt, papa,” ſays the girl, I be- 
* lieve ſhe deals with ſome body that's 
* not right; for ſhe poſitively declared, 
**that I am to be married to a Squire 
© in leſs than a twelvemonth !”” — — 
<< Well, now, Sophy ,.my child, ſaid 
I, “and what fort of a huſband are you 
«to have?” Sir, replied ſhe, „I am 
eto have a Lord ſoon after my fifter 
chas married the Squire.“ —< How ,” 
cried I, “is that all you are to have 
*for your two ſhillings! Only a Lord 
** and a Squire for two ſhillings! You 
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«fools, I* could have promiſed you 4 


Prince and a Nabob for half the money.“ 
This curioſity of theirs, however, was 


attended with very ſerious effects: we 


now began to think ourſelves deſigned 
by the ſtars to ſomething exalted, and 
already anticipated our future grandeur. 

It has been a thouſand times obſerv- 
ed, and I muſt obſerve it once more, 
that the hours we paſs with happy pro- 
ſpects in view, are more pleaſing than 
thoſe crowned with fruition. In the firſt 
Cale, we cook the diſh to our own ap- 
petite; in the latter, nature cooks it for 
us. It is impoſſible to repeat the train 
of agreeable reveries we called up for 
© our entertainment. We looked upon our 
fortunes as once more rifing; and as the 
whole pariſh aſſerted that the Squire was 
in love with my daughter, ſhe was ac- 
tually ſo with him; for they perſuaded 
her into the paſſion. In this agreeable 


interval, wy wife had the moſi lucky 
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dreams in the world, which ſhe took 
care to tell us every morning, with great 
ſolemnity and exactneſs. Tt was one night 
a coffin and croſs bones, the fign of an 
approaching wedding; at another time 
ſhe imagined her daughters pockets fill- 
ed with farthings, a certain fign they 
would ſhortly be fluffed with gold. The 
girls themſelves had their omens. They 
felt ſtrange kiſſes on their lips; they ſaw 
rings in the candle, purſes bounced from 
the fire, and true love-knots lurked in 
the bottom of every tea- cup. 

Towards the end of the week we re- 
ceived a card from the town ladies; in 
which, with their compliments, they 
hoped to ſee all our family at church 
the Sunday following. All Saturday 
morning I could perceive, in conſequence 
of this, my wife and daughters in cloſe 
conference together, and now and then 
glancing at me with looks that betrayed 
a latent plot. To be fincere, I had firong 
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preparing [for appearing with {plepdour, 


| the next day. In the evening they: began 
their operations in a very regular männer, 


and my wife undertook to conduct the 
fiege. After tea, when 1 ſeemed in ſpirits, 


he began thus. — I fancy, Charles, 


my dear, we ſhall have a great deal 
«of good company at our church to- 
© morrow.” —'** Perhaps we may, my 
dear, returned I; though you need 
ec be under no unealineſs about that, you 
*ſhall have a ſermon whether there be 


r not.“ — That is what I expect,” 


returned ſhe; but think, my dear, we 
<« ought to appear there as decently as 
* poſſible, for who knows what may 
c happen?“ *f Your precautions,” replied 
I, „are highly commendable. A decent 
* behaviour and appearance at church 
© is what charms me. We ſhould be 
* devout and humble, cheerful and 
s ſerene.” Ves, cried he, I know 
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re that; but I mean we ſhould go there 
< in as proper a manner as polliblez 
ic not altogether like the ſcrubs about 
deus.“ Lou are quite right, wy dear,” 
returned I, **and I was going to make 
«the very lame propoſal. The proper 
* manner of going is, to go there as 
* early as pollible, to have time for me- 
te ditation before the ſervice begins. 
„ Phoo, Charles, interrupted ſhe, all 
ce that is very true; but not what 1 would 
“be at. I mean, we ſhould go there 
*« -enteelly. You know the church is two 
miles off, and I proteſt I don't like 
*to ſee my daughters trudging up ta 
their pew all blowzed and red with 
© walking, and looking forall the world 
* as if they had been winners at a ſmock 
trace. Now, my dear, my propoſal is 
* this, there are our two plow. horſes, 
* the Colt that has been in our family 
te thele nine years, and his companion 
6 Blackberry, that has ſcarce done an 
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Sende thing for 3 They 
* are both grown fat and lazy. Why 
< ſhould not they do ſomething as well 


das we? And let me tell you,” when 
* Moles has trimmed them a little, they 


< will cut a very tolerable figure. 

To this propoſal I objected, that 
walking would be twenty times more 
genteel than ſuch a paltry conveyance, 
as Blarkberry was wall-eyed and the 
Colt wanted a tail: that they had ne- 
ver been broke to the rein; but had an 
hundred vicious tricks; and that we had 
but one ſaddle and pillioo in the whole 
houſe. All theſe objections, however, 


were over-ruled; ſo that I was obliged 


to comply. The next morning I perceiv- 
ed them not a little buly in collecting 
ſuch materials as might be neceſſary for 
the expedition; but as I found it would 
be a buſineſs of time, I walked on to 
the church before, and they promiled 
ipcedily,to follow. I waited near an hour 
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in the reading-deſk for their arrival ; but 
no: finding them come as expected, I 
was obliged to begin, and went through 
the ſervice, not without ſome uneaſineſs 
at finding them abſent. This was increal[- 
ed when all was finiſhed, and no ap- 
pearance of the family. I therefore walk- 
ed back by the horſe-way, which was 
five miles round, though the foot-way 
was but two, and when got about half 
way home , perceived the proceſſion 
marching ſlowly” forward towards the 
church; my ſon, my wife, and the two 
little ones exalted upon one horſe, and 
my two daughters upon the other. I 
demanded the cauſe of their delay; but 
I ſoon found by their looks they had 
met with a thouſand misfortunes on the 
road. The horſes bad at firfi refuled to 
move from the door, till Mr. Burchell 
was kind enough to beat them forward 
for about two hundred yards with his 
cudgel. Next the firaps of my wife's 
1 
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pillion broke down, and they were oblig- 
ed to flop to repair them before they 
could proceed. After that, one of the 


horſes took it into his head to fland fill, - 


and neither blows nor entreaties could 
prevail with him to proceed. It was juſt 
recovering from this diſmal fituation that 


I found them; but perceiving every thing 


ſafe, I own their preſent mortification 


did not much diſpleaſe me, as it would 


give me many opportunities of future 
triumph, and teach my daughters more 
humility. 


CHAT I 


The family fiill reſolve to hold up 
their heads. 


MicnakLMas eve happening on the 
next day, we were invited to burn nuts 
and play tricks at neighbour Flambo- 


rough's. Our late mortifications had hum- 


bled us a little, or it is probable we might 


or WAKEFIELD. 99 
have rejected ſuch an invitation with 
contempt : however, we ſuffered ourſelves 
io be happy. Our honeft neighbour's 
zoole and dumplings were fine, and the 
lamb's-wool, even in the opinion of my 
wife, who was a connoiſſeur, was ex- 
cellent. It is true, his manner of telling 
fiories was not quite fo well. They were 
very long, and very dull, and all about 
himſelf, and we had laughed at them 
ten times before: however, we were 
kind enough to laugh at them once more. 

Mr. Burchell , who was of the party, 
was always fond of ſeeing ſome inno- 
cent amuſement going forward, and ſet 
the boys and girls to blind man's buff. 
My wife too was perſuaded to join in 
the diverfion, and it gave me pleaſure 
to think ſhe was not yet too old. In the 
mean time, my neighbour and 1 looked 


on, laughed at every feat, and praiſed 


our-own dexterity when we were young- 
Hot cockles ſucceeded next, | queſtions 
I 2 
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and commands followed that, and laſt 
of all, they ſat down to hunt the [lipper. 
As every perſon may. not be acquaintel 


with this primaeval paſtime, it may be 
neceſlſary to obſerve, that the company 


at this play plant themſelves in a ring 
upon the ground, all except one who 


ſtands in the middle, whoſe bufinels it 


is to catch a ſhoe, which the company 
ſhove about under their hams from one 


to another, ſomething like a weaver's 


ſhuttle. As it is impoſſible, in this caſe, 
for the lady who is up to face all the 
company at once, the great beauty of 
the play lies in hitting her a thump with 
the heel of the ſhoe on that fide leaſt ca- 
pable of making a defence. It was in 


this manner that my eldeſt daughter was 


hemmed in, and thumped about, all 
blowzed, in ſpirits, and bawling for fair 
play, fair play, with a voice that might 
deafen a ballad-finger, when, confufion 
on confuſion, who ſhould enter the room 


but our two great acquaintances: from 
town, Lady Blarney and Miſs Carolina 
Wilelmina'Amelia Skeggs! Deſcription 
would but beggar, therefore it is un- 
neceſſary to deſeribe this new mortifica- 

tion. Death! to be ſeen by ladies of ſuch 
high breeding in ſuch vulgar attitudes! 
Nothing better could enſue from ſuch a 
vulgar play of Mr. Flamborough's pro- 
poling. We ſeemed fiuck to the ground 
for ſome time, as if See nn 
with amazement. 

The two ladies had Goin at our houſe 
to ſee us, and finding us from home, 
came after us hither, as they were uneaſy 
to know what accident could have kept 
us from church the day before. Olivia 
undertook to be our prolocutor, and 
delivered the whole in a ſummary way, 
only ſaying, © we were thrown from our 


« horſes.” At which account the ladies 


were greatly concerned; but being told 
the family received no hurt, they were 
I 3 


or WAKEFIELD. 101 


A 
4 
= nr 2 2 25 * - > ” I Wer i. n 2 5 — * - —_— 
5 4 — — 6 a 4 ht k — = . — — — at 
— — F ü IN Mor tn, SOR Sas PD 9mm. 2. Eon; oe, == 
uw 9 a — 0 , 
; f r - a 0 — — 24 r ere we og S's — 0 
. bs | de 4 2 7 5 ® o 
"ono. oy aunt fs TEST > = 
\ ' - 9 3 0 * } 8 
- * 
g * p - N 3 3 74 0 > n „„ * - : o 7 —_ 
On K — i = ha _ _—_ — TOS * = _ 2 LT RY r 1 RE * 8 CRESTS — . SSR ST = — 1 _ Hs 


5 Tur VICAR. 


extremely glad: but being informed that 
we were almoſt killed by the fright, they 
were valily ſorry; but hearing that we 
had à very good night, they were ex- 
tremely glad again. Nothing could ex- 
ceed their complaiſance to my daughters; 
their profeſſions the lak evening were 
warm; but now they were ardent. They 
proteſted a defire of having a more laſting 
acquaintance. Lady Blarney. was parti- 
cularly attached to Olivia; Mils Carolina 
Wilelmina Amelia Skeggs (I love to 
gire the whole name) took a greater 
fancy to her fifter. They ſupported the 
converſation between themſelves, whale 
my daughters late flent, admiring their 
exalted breeding. But as every reader, 
however beggarly himſelf, is fond of 
high-lived dialogues, with anecdotes of 
Lords, Ladies, and. Knights of the 
Garter, I muſt beg leave to give him the 
—— part of the * 


= 
2 1 
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<All that I know of the matter, cried 
Mils Skegzs , <is this, that it may be 
© true, or it may not be true: but this 
I can allure your Ladyſhip, that the 
< whole rout was in amaze ; his Lordſhip 
< turned all manner of colours, my Lady 
<< fell into a ſwoon; but Sir Tomkyn, 

< drawing his ſword , ſwore he was her's 
* to the anne of his blood.” 

<<Well,” replied our peereſs, «this 
<T can ſay, that the Ducheſs never told 
< me a ſyllable of the matter, and I 
© believe her Grace would keep nothing 
< 2a ſecret from me. This you may depend 
<< upon as fact, that the next morning 
<< my Lord Duke cried out three times 
**to his valet de chambre, Jernigan, 
< Jernigan , Jernigan , bring me wy 
* parters.” * 

Bat previouſiy I ſhould have men- 
tioned the very impolite behaviour of 
Mr. Burchell, who, during this dil- 
courſe, fate with his face turned to the 


A — 


fire, and at the conclufion of every ſen- 


ie 
. 
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tence would cry out fudge, an expreſ- 
Bon which diſpleaſed us all, and in 


ſome meaſure damped the riling ſpirit of 
| the converſation. 


« Befides, my dear Skeggs, conti- 
nued our Peereſs, there is nothing of 


« this in the copy of verſes that Dr. Bur- 
« dock made upon the occafion.” Fudge! 


«I am ſurpriſed at that,” cried Miſs 
Skeggs; for he [ſeldom leaves any thing 
« out, as he writes only for his own 
« amuſement. But can your Ladyſhip 
4 favour me with a fight of them?“ 
Fudge! | = 

« My dear creature,” replied our Pee- 
reſs, do you think I carry ſuch things 
« about me? Though they are very fine 
*to be ſure, and 1 think myſelf ſome» 
< thing of a judge; at leaſt I know what 
« pleaſes myſelf. Indeed I was ever an 
« admirer of all Dr. Burdock's little 
pieces; for except what he does, and 


our dear Counteſs at Hanover-Square , 
c there's nothing comes out but the moſt 
<« loweſt fluff in nature; not a bit of high 
life among them.” Fudge! 

Four Ladyſhip ſhould except, ſays 
th'other, «© your own things in the La- 
« dy's Magazine. I hope you'll ſay there's 
«nothing low lived there? But I ſup- 
«pole we are to have no more from that 
quarter!“ Fudge 

* Why, my dear, ſays the Lady, 
Nu know my reader and companion 
has left me to be married to Captain 
„Roach, and as my poor eyes won't 
<« ſuffer me to write myſelf, I have been 
«for ſome time looking out for another. 
« A proper perſon is no eaſy manner to 
„ Hnd, and to be ſure thirty pounds a 
«year is a ſmall flipend for a well bred 
girl of character, that can read, write, 
*and hehave in company; as for the 
5: chits about town, there is no bearing 
* them about one.” Fudge! 
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„That I know, cried Miſs Skeggs, 
hy experience.-Fer of the three com- 
* panions I had this laſt half year, one 
<< of them refuſed to do plainwork. an 
* hour in the day, another thought twen- 
* ty-hve guineas a year too ſmall a ſa- 
* lary, and I was obliged to ſend away 


© the third, becauſe I ſuſpected an in- 


© trigue with the chaplain, Virtue, my 
dear Lady Blarney, virtue is worth 
* any price; but where is that to be 
„found?“ Fudge / 

My wife had been for a long time all 
attention to this diſcourſe; but was par- 
ticularly firuck with the latter part of it. 
Thirty pounds and twenty-five guineas 
a year made fifty-fix pounds five ſhil- 
lings Engliſh money, all which' was in 
a manner. going a begging, and might 
eaſily be ſecured in the family. She for 
a moment ſtudied my looks for appro- 


- bation; and, to own a truth, I was of 


opinion, that two. ſuch places would fit 
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our two daughters exactly. Beſides, if 
the Squire had any real affection for my 
eldeſt daughter, this would be the way 
to make her every way qualified for her 
fortune. My wife therefore was reſolved 
that we ſhould not be deprived of ſuch 
advantages for want of aſſurance, and 
undertook to harangue for the family. 
J hope,” cried ſhe, your Ladyſhips 
will pardon my preſent preſumption. 
It is true, we have no right to pre- 
* tend to ſuch favours; but yet it is na- 
«tural for me to wiſh putting my chil- 
<* dren forward in the world. And I will 
be hold to ſay, my two girls have had 
<a pretty good education, and capaci- 
* ty, at leaft the country can't ſhew bet- 
«ter. They can read, write, and caſt 


c accompts; they underſtand their needle, 


*© bread-fiitch, croſs and change, and all 
*© manner of plain-work ; they can pink, 
„point, and frill; and know ſomething 
** of muſic; they can do up [mall clothes, 
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there is a form.” 
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* paper, and my youngeſt has a very 


«pretty manner of telling fortunes upon 


„the cards. Fudge! - 1 


When ſhe had delivered this bean 


piece of elpquence, the two ladies look- 
ed at each other a few minutes in filence, 
with an air of doubt and importance. 
At laſt, Miſs Carolina Wilelmina Ame- 


lia Skeggs condeſcended to obſerve, that 


the young ladies, from the opinion ſhe 
could form .of them from ſo ſlight an 


acquaintance , ſeemed very fit for ſuch. 


employments: But a thing of this kind, 

„Madam, cried ſhe, addreſſing my 
ſpouſe; requires a thorough examina- 
„tion into characters, and a more per. 
<*«fect knowledge of each other. Not, 
% Madam,” continued ſhe, that I in 
ve the leaſt ſuſpect the young ladies vir- 
tc tue, prudence and diſcretion ; but there 
is a form in theſe things, Madam, 


* * . 
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; My wife approved her ſuſpicions 'very | 

much, obſerving that ſhe was very apt 
to be ſuſpicious herſelf; but referred her 
to all the neighbours for a character: 
but this our Peereſs declined as unne- 
ceſſary, alledging that her eoufin Thorn- 
hill's recommendation would be ſuffi-, 
cient, and upon this we reſted our pe- 
tition. | | 


CHAP. XII. 


Fortune ſeems reſolved to humble the 
family of Wakefield. Mortifications 
are often more painful than real 

calamities. 


Wu EN we were returned home, the 
night was dedicated to ſchemes of fu- 
ture conqueſt. Deborah exerted much ſa- 
gacity in conjecturing which of the two 
girls was likely to have the beſt place, 
and moſt opportunities of ſeeing good 
company. The only obſtacle to our pre- 
| K 
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ferment was in obtaining the Squire's 


recommendation; but he had already 
ſhewn us too many inſtances of his 


friendſhip to doubt of it now. Even in 


bed my wife kept up the uſual theme: 
Well, faith, my dear Charles, between 
« ourſelves, I think we have made an 


& excellent day's work of it.” — — 


«Pretty well,” cried I, not knowing 


what to ſay. —— What only pretty 


« well!” returned ſhe. ©1I think it is 
88 very well. Suppoſe the girls ſhould 
„oe e to make acquaintances of tafie 
„in town! This I am aſſured of, that 


London is the only place in the world 
for all manner of huſbands. Befides, 


my dear, firanger things happen every 
tc day: and as ladies of quality are ſo 
„taken with my daughters, what will 
„not men of quality be! Entre nous, I 
ce proteſt I like my Lady Blarney vaſtly, 
**ſo very obliging. However, Miſs Ca- 
*rolina Wilelmina Amelia Skeggs has 
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t my warm heart, But yet, when they 
«came to talk of places in town, you 
«ſaw at once how I nailed them, Tell 
«me, my dear, don't you think I did 
«for my children there ”— —< Aye, 
returned I, not knowing well what to 
think of the matter, Heaven grant they 
may be both the better for it this day 
three months!“ This was one of thoſe 
obſervations I uſually made to impreſs 
my wife with an opinion of my ſagaci- 
ty: for if the girls ſucceeded, then it. 
was a pious wiſh fulfilled; but if any 
thing unfortunate enſued, then it might 
be looked upon as a prophecy. All this 
converſation, however, was only pre- 
paratory to another ſcheme, and indeed 
I dreaded as much. This was -nothing 
leſs than, that as we were now to hold 
up our heads a little higher in the world, 
it would be proper to ſell the Colt, 
which was grown old, at a neighbour- 
ing fair, and buy us an horſe that would 
K 2 
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carry fingle or double upon an occafion, 


and make a pretty appearance at church 
or upon a viſit. This at firſt I oppoſed 


ſtoutly; but it was as fioutly defended. 


However, as I weakened, my antago- 
nifis gained ſtrength, till at laſt it was 
reſolved to part with him. 

As the fair happened on the following 
day, I had intentions of going myſelf; 
but my wife perſuaded me that I had 
got a cold, and nothing could prevail 
upon her to permit me from home. No, 
<< my dear,” ſaid ſhe, our ſon Moſes is 
* diſcreet boy, and can buy and fell 
to very good advantage; you know 
<< all our great bargains are of his pur- 
« chafing. He always fiands out and 
<« higgles, and actually tires them ull 
„he gets a bargain.” 

As I had ſome opinion of my ſon's 
prudence, I was willing enough to in- 
truſt him with this commiſſion; and the 
next morning I perceived his fifters migh- 


* 8 a 
or WAKEFIELD. 23 


ty buſy in fittiug out Moſes for the fairs ; 
trimming his hair, bruſhing bis buckles, 


and cocking his hat with pins. The bu- 
finels of the toilet being over, we had 


at laſt the ſatisfaction of ſeeing him 
mounted upon the Colt, with a deal 
box before him to bring home groceries 


in. He had on a coat made of that cloth 


they call thunder and lightning, which, 
though grown too ſhort, was much too 
good to be thrown, away. His waificoat 
was of goſling green, and his fifters had 
tied his hair with a broad black rib- 
band. We all followed him ſeveral paces 
from the door, bawling after him, good 
luck, good luck,” till we could fee 
him no longer. 

He was ſcarce gone, when Mr. Thom 
hill's butler came to congratulate us 


upon our good fortune, ſaying, that he 


overheard his young maſter mention our 
names with great commendation. 
Good fortune ſeemed reſolved not ic 
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come alone. Another footman from the 
ſame family followed , with a card for 
my daughters, importing, that the two 


ladies had received ſuch plealing ac- 


counts from Mr. Thornhill of us' all, 
that after a few previous inquiries, they 
hoped to be perfectly ſatisfied. © Aye,” 
cried my wife, I now ſee it is no ealy 
« matter to get into the families of the 
great; but when one once gets in, then, 


as Moſes ſays, one may go [leep.” To 


this piece of humour, for ſhe intended 
it for wit, my daughters aſſented with 
a loud laugh of pleaſure. In ſhort, ſuch 
was her ſatisfaction at this meſſage, that 
ſhe actually put her hand in her pocket, 
and gave the meſſenger ſevenpence half- 


penny. 


This was to be our vifiting-day. The 


next that came was Mr. Burchell, who 
had been at the fair. He brought my 
little ones a pennyworth of gingerbread 


each, which my wife undertook to keep 


8 
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for them, and give them by letters at 

a time. He brought my daughters alſo 
a couple of boxes, in which they might 
keep wafers, ſnuff, patches, 'or even 
money, when they got it. My wife was 
uſually fond of a weaſel-ſkin purſe, as 
being the moſt lucky; but this by the 
by. We had ſtill a regard for Mr. Bur- 
chell, though his late rude behaviour 
was in ſome mealure diſpleafing; nor 
could we now avoid communicating our 
happineſs to him, ang aſking his ad- 
vice; although we ſeldom followed ad- 
vice, we were all ready enough to alk 
it. When he read the note from the two 
ladics , he ſhook his head, and obſerv- 
ed, than an affair of this ſort demanded 
the utmoſt circumſpection, — This air of 
diffidence highly diſpleaſed my wife. I 
ec never doubted , Sir,” cried ſhe, your 
« readineſs to be againſt my daughters 
and me. You have more circumſpec- 
<« tion than is wanted. However, I fan- 
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*cy when we come to aſk advice, we 
«ſhall apply to perſons who, ſeem to 
« have. made ule of it themſelves.” — 
« Whatever my own conduct may have 
< been, Madam, replied he, is not 
ee the preſent queſtion; though as I have 
c made no ule of advice myſelf, I ſhould 
«in conſcience give it to thoſe that 
„will.“ — —As I was apprehenfive this 
_ anſwer might draw on a repartee, mak- 
ing up by abuſe what it wanted in wit, 
I changed the ſubject, by ſeeming to 
wonder what could keep our ſon ſo long 
at the fair, as it was now almoſt night- 
fall. — — << Never mind our ſen,” cried 
my wife, depend upon it he knows 
« what he is about. I'll warrant we'll 
never ſee him ſell” his hen of a rainy 
« day. I have ſeen him buy ſuch bargains 
**as would amaze one. Tl tell you a 
good ftory about that, that will make 
«you ſplit your fides with laughing. — 
ut as I live, yonder comes Moles, 


without an horſe, and the box at his 
cc hack. | 
As ſhe ſpoke, Moſes came (lowly on 


foot, and ſweating under the deal box 3 


which he had firapt round his ſhoulders 
like a pedlar. — — Welcome, wel- 
* come, Moſes; well, my boy, what 
„have you brought us from the fair?” 
— — * T have brought you myſelf,” cried 
Moſes, with a ſly look, and refting the 
box on the dreſſer. — —& Aye, Moles ,” 
cried my wife, that we know, but 
c where is the horſe?” «I have ſold 
him, cried Moſes, for three pounds 
« five ſhillings and two-pence.” — 

« Well done, my good boy, returned 
ſhe, „I knew you would touch them 
<« off. Between ourſelves, three pounds 
« five ſhillings and two-pence is no bad 
« day's work. Come, let us have it 
then.“ I have brought back no 
„money, cried Moles again. I have 


„laid it all out in a bargain, and here 
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*<it is,” pulling out a bundle from his 
breaft : © here they are; a groce of green 
<« ſpectacles, with filver rims and [ha- 


< green caſes,” — —** A groce of green 


<« ſpectacles!” repeated my wife in a faint 
voice. © And you have parted with the 
Colt, and brought us back nothing 
but à groce of green paltry ſpecta- 
s les! — —*<< Dear mother,” cried the 
boy, © why won't you liften to reaſon? 
< T had them a dead bargain, or I ſhould 
<not have bought them. The filver rims 
< alone will ſell for double the money. 
—< A fig for the filver rims,” cried my 
wife, in a paſſion: I dare ſwear they 
<< won't ſell for above half the money 
< at the rate of broken filver, five ſhil- 
lings an ounce.” — —<You need be 
c under no uneafineſs, cried I, about 
< ſelling the rims ; for they are not worth 
* f£x-pence, for I perceive they are only 
< copper varniſhed over.” — —< What,” 
cried my wife, not filver, the rims 
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not filver! No, cried I, no more 
« filver than your ſauce- pan. — —< And 
eo,“ returned ſhe, we have parted 
with the Colt, and have only got a 
c »roce of green ſpectacles, with copper 
«rims and ſhagreen caſes! A murrain 
take ſuch trumpery. The blockhead 
has been impoſed upon, and ſhould 
© have known his company better. 
There, my dear,” cried I, you are 
0 wrong, he ſhould not have known 
< them at all. — —< Marry, hang the 
idiot, returned ſhe, to bring me 
<< ſuch fiuff; if I bad them, I would 
< throw them in the fire. There again 
<< you are wrong, my dear,” cried 1; 
„for though they be copper, we will 
keep them by us, as copper ſpectacles, 
you know, are better than nothing.” 

By this time the unfortunate Moſes 
was undeceived. He now {aw that he 
had indeed been impoſed upon by a 
prowling ſharper, who, obſerving his 
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figure, had marked him for an eaſy prey. 
I therefore aſked him the circumſiances 
of his deception. He fold the horſe, it 
ſeems, and walked the fair in ſearch of 
another. A reverend looking man brought 
him to a tent, under pretence of hav- 
ing one to ſell. Here, continued Mo- 
ſes, we met another man, very well 
<dreft, who defired to borrow twenty 
pounds upon theſe ſaying, that he 
< wanted money and would diſpoſe of 
< them for a third of the value. The firſt 
« gentleman, who pretended to be my 
«friend, whiſpered me to buy them, 
< and cautioned me not to Jet ſo good 
<<an offer pals. I ſent for Mr. Flambo- 
«rough, and they talked him up as 
< finely as they did me, and ſo at laft 
we were perſuaded to buy the twe 
* groce between us.” 


* 
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CHAP. XIII. 
Mr. Burchell is found to be an enemy ; 
for he has the confidence to give 
diſagreeable advice. 


OUR family had now made ſeveral at- 
tempts to be fine; but ſome unforeſeen 
dilafter demoliſhed each as ſoon as pro- 
jected. I endeavoured to take the advan- 
tage of every diſappointment , to improve 
their good ſenſe in proportion as they 
were fruftrated in ambition. You ſee, 
my children,” cried I, ho little is 
© to be got by attempts to impoſe upon 
„ the world, in coping with our betters. 
„Such as are poor and will aſſociate 
< with none but the rich, are hated by 
< thoſe they avoid , and defpiſed by thoſe 
< they follow. Unequal combinations are 
< always diſadvantageous to the weaker 
de: the rich having the pleaſure and 
© the poor the inconvenicncies that reſult 
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« from them. But come; Dick, my boy, 


„and repeat the fable that you were 
«reading . for the goed. of the 
« company.“ 

„Once upon a time, cried the child, 
« a Giant and a Dwarf were friends, 
and kept together. They made a bar- 
„gain that they would never forſake 
«each other, but go ſeek adventures. 
« The firti battle they fought was with 
ce two Saracens, and the Dwarf, who 
© was very courageous , dealt one of the 
champions a moſt angry blow. It did 
<« the Saracen but very little injury, who 
« lifting up his ſword, fairly ſtruck off 
* the poor Dwarf's arm. He was now 
«in a woeful plight; but the Giant com- 
ing to his aſlifiance, in a ſhort time 


e left the two Saracens dead on the plain, 


and the Dwarf cut off the dead man's 
„head out of ſpite. They then travelled 
„on to another adventure. This was 
<« azainft three bloody-minded Satyrs; 


or WAKEFIELD. 123 
* who were carrying away a damſel in 
ec diſtreſs. The Dwarf was not quite ſo 
ce fierce now as before; but for all that, 
ce ftruck the firſt blow, which was re- 
« turned by another that knocked out 
* his eye: but the Giant was ſoon up 
with them, and had they not fled, 
* would certainly have killed them every 
one. They were all very joyful for this 
victory, and the damſel who was re- 
ce lieved fell in love with the Giant, and 
<< married him. They now travelled far, 
« aud farther than I can tell, till they met 
with a company, of robbers. The Giant, 
for the firſt time, was foremoſt now; 
but the Dwarf was not far behind. The 
« battle was fiout, and long. Wherever 
te the Giant came, all fell before him; 
* but the Dwarf had like to have been 
e killed more than once. At laſi the vic- 
*tory declared ſor the two adventurers; 
* but the Dwarf loft his leg. The Dwarf 
*had now loft an arm, a leg, and an 
L 2 
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er eye, while the Giant was without > 
< fingle wound. Upon which he cried out 
<to his little companion, My little hero, 
«this is glorious ſport; let us get one 
<< victory more, and then we ſhall have 
*<honour for ever.” —<* No,” cries the 
« Dwarf, who was by this time grown 
* wiſer, **no, I declare off; I'll fight no 
more: for I find in every battle that 
jou get all the honour and rewards, 
* but all the blows fall upon me.” 

I was going to moralize this fable, 
when our attention was called off to a 
warm diſpute between my wife and Mr. 
Burchell, upon my daughters intended 
expedition to town. My wife very fire- 
nuoulſly infifted upon the advantages that 
would reſult from it. Mr. Burchell, on 
the contrary, diſſuaded her with great 
ardour, and I flood neuter. His preſent 
diſſuafions ſeemed but the ſecond part 
of thoſe which were received with ſo ill 
a grace in the morning. The diſpute grew 
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high, while poor Deborah, inſiead of 

reaſoning fironger, talked louder, and 

at laſt was obliged to take ſhelter from 

a defeat in clamour. The conclufion of 
her harangue, however, was highly diſ- 

pleaſing to us all: ſhe knew, ſhe ſaid, 

of ſome who had their ſecret reaſons for 

what they adviſed; but, for her part, 

= ſhe wiſhed ſuch to fiay away from her 
J houſe for the future.—< Madam,” cried 

Burchell, with looks of great compo- 

ſure, which tended to inflame her the 

more, *as for ſecret reaſons, you are 

«right; I have ſecret reaſons, which 1 

<« forbear to mention, becauſe you are 

„not able to anſwer thoſe of which I 

* make no ſecret: but I find my viſits 

<« here are become troubleſome ; I'll take 

* my leave therefore now, and perhaps 

© come once more to take a final fare- 

„wel when I am quitting the country.” 

Thus ſaying, he took up his hat, nor 

could the attempts of Sophia, whoſe 
L 3 
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ey, prevent his going. 

When gone, we all regarded rr 
other for ſome minutes with confuſion. 
My wife, who knew herſelf to be the 
eauſe, firove to hide her concern with 
a forced mile, and an air of aſſurance, 
which I was willing to reprove: How, 
< woman,” cried I to her, Is it thus 
< we treat firangers? Is it thus we re- 
turn their kindneſs? Be aſſured, my 
< dear, that theſe were the harſheſt 
< words, and to me the moſt unpleafing 
**that ever eſcaped your lips! — Why 


© would be provoke me then? replied 


ſhe; © but I know the motives of his 
<* advice perfectly well. He would pre- 
<<vent my girls form going to town, 
*that he may have the pleaſure of my 
< youngeſt daughter's company here at 
= home. But whatever happens, ſhe ſhall 
© chooſe better company than ſuch low- 


< lived * as he. Low-lived, | 
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< my dear, do you call him?” cried I; 
<« It is very pollible we may miſtake this 
© man's character: for he ſeems upon 
* ſome occaſions the moſt finiſhed gentle- 
< man I ever knew.—Tell me, Sophia, 
<my girl, has he ever given you any 
< {ſecret inffances of his attachment? 
< His converſation with me, Sir,” re- 
plied my daughter, has ever been ſen- 
<« ible, modeft, and pleafing. As to aught 
< elſe; no, never. Once indeed, I re- 
< member to have heard him ſay he ne- 
<ver knew a woman who could find 
„merit in a man that ſcemed poor.” — 
„Such, my dear, cried I, is the com- 
© mon cant of all the unfortunate or idle. 
But I hope yon have been taught to 
„Judge properly of ſuck men, and that 
it would be even madneſs to expect 
*< happineſs from one who has been fo 
every bad an occonomift of his own. 
* Your mother and I have now better 
** proipects for you. The next winter, 
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« which you will probably ſpend in 


4 town, will give you opportunities of 


< making a more prudent choice.” 


What Sophia's reflections were upon 


this occafion, I cannot pretend to deter- 
mine; but I was not diſpleaſed at the 
bottom that we were rid of a gueſi from 
whom I had much to fear. Our breach 
of hoſpitality went to my conſcience a 
little : but 1 quickly filenced that moni- 
tor by two or three ſpecious reaſons, 
which ſerved to ſatisfy and reconcile me 
to myſelf. The pain which conſcience 
gives the man who has already done 
wrong, is ſoon got over. Conſcience is 
a coward, and thoſe faults it has not 
firength enough to prevent, it GE 
has juſtice enough to accuſe. 
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CH AP. XIV. 
Freſh mortifications , or a demonſfira- 
tion that ſeeming calamities may 
be real bl:ſſings. 


Tas journey of my daughters to town 


was now reſolved upon, Mr. Thornhill 
having kindly promiſed to inſpect their 
conduct himſelf, and inform us by letter 
of their behaviour. But it was thought 
iadiſpenſably neceſſary that their appear- 
ance ſhould equal the greatneſs of their 
expectations, which could not be done 
without expenſe. We debated therefore 
in full council what were the cafieft me- 
thods of raifing money ; or, more properly 
ſpeaking, what we could moſi convenient- 
ly ſell. The deliberation was ſoon finiſh- 
ed: it was found that our remaining 
horſe was utterly uſeleſs for the plough, 
without his companion, and equally unfit 
or the road, as wanting an eye: it was 
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therefore determined that we ſhould dif. 
poſe of him for the purpoſes above men- 
tioned, at the neighbouring fair; and, 
to prevent impoſition, that I ſhould go 
with him mylelf. Though this was one 
of the firſt mercantile tranſactions of my 
life, yet 1 had no doubt about acquitting 
myſelf with reputation. The opinion a 
man forms of his own prudence is meaſur- 


ed by that of the company he keeps; 


and as mine was mofily in the family 
way, T had conceived no unfavourable 
ſentiments of my worldly wiſdom. My 
wife, however, next morning, at part- 
ing, after I had got ſome paces from the 
door, called me back, to adviſe me, in 
a whiſper, to have all my eyes about me. 

I had, in the uſual forms; when I 
came to the fair, put my horſe through 
all his paces; put for ſome time had no 


| bidders. At laſt a chapman approached, | 
and after he had for a good while examin- 


ed the horſe round, finding him blind of 
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one eye, he would have nothing to ſay 
to him; a ſecond came up, but obſerv- 
ing he had a ſpavin, declared he would 
not take him for the driving home; a 
third perceived he had a windgall, and 
would bid no money; a fourth knew 
by his eye that he had the botts; a fifth 
wondered what a plague I could do at 
the fair with a blind, ſpavined, galled 
hack, that was only fit to be cut up for 
a dog-kennel. By this time I began to 
have a moſt hearty contempt for the poor 
animal myſelf, and was almoſt aſhamed 
at the approach of every cuſtomer; for 
though I did not entirely believe all the 
fellows told me, yet T reflected that the 
number of witneſſes was a firong pre- 
ſumption they were right, and St. Gregory 
upon good works, profeſles to be of the 
ſame opinion. 

I was in this mortifying fituation , 
when a brother clergyman, an old ac- 
quaintance , who had alſo buſineſs te 
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the fair, came up, and ſhaking me by 


the hand, propoſed adjourning to a pub- 
lic-houſe and taking a glaſs of whatever 


we could get. I readily cloſed with the 


offer , and entering an ale-houſe, we were 
ſhewn into a little back room, where 


there was only a venerable old man, 


who ſat wholly intent over a large book, 


which he was reading. I never in my 


life ſaw a figure that prepoſſe ſſed me 
more favourably. His locks of filver grey 
venerably ſhaded his temples, and his 
green old age ſeemed to be the reſult 
of health and benevolence. However, 
his preſence did not interrupt our con- 
verſation; my friend and I diſcourſed 
on the various turns of fortune we had 
met: the Whiftonian controverſy, my 
lat pamphlet, the archdeacon's reply, 
and the hard meaſure that was dealt me. 


But our attention was in a ſhort time 


taken off by the appearance of a youth, 
who, entering the room, reſpectfully 


or WAKEFIELD. 133 
ſaid ſomething ſoftly to the old ſlranger. 
« Make no apologies, my child,” ſaid 
the old man, to do good is a duty 
ee owe to all our fellow-creatures : 
«take this, I wiſh\it were more; but 
«five pounds will relieve your diſtreſs, 
« and you are welcome.” The modeſt 
youth ſhed tears of gratitude, and yet 
his gratitude was ſcarce equal to mine. 
I could have hugged the good old man 
in my arms, his benevolence pleaſed 
me ſo. He continued to read, and we 
reſumed our converſation, until my com- 
panion, after ſome time, recollecting 
that he had buſineſs to tranſact in the 
fair, promiſed to be ſoon back: adding, 
that he always deſired to have as much 
of Dr. Primroſe's company as poſſible. 
The old gentleman, hearing my name 
mentioned, ſeemed to look at me with 
attention, for ſome time, and when my 
friend was gone, moſt reſpectfully de- 
manded if I was any way related to the 
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great Primroſe, that courageous mono- 


gamiſl, who had been the bulwark of the 
church. Never did my heart feel fincerer 


ra pture than at that moment. © Sir, ' cried 


I. „the applauſe of ſo good a man, as 
% am ſure you are, adds to that happineſs 
*in my breati which your benevolence 
„has already excited. You behold be- 
„ fore you, Sir, that Doctor Primrole, 
« the monogamifi, whom. you have been 


«pleaſed to call great. You here ſee that 


% unfortunate Divine, who has ſo long, 
« and it would ill become me to ſay, 
<« ſuccelsfully, fought againſt the deute- 
„ rogamy of the age.” Sir, cried the 
firanger, firuck with awe, I fear have 
been too familiar; but you'll forgive 
% my curiofity , Sir: I beg pardon.” 
Sir,“ criedI, graſping his hand, you 
ware ſo far from diſpleafing me by your 
« familiarity , that I muſt beg you'll 
accept my friendſhip, as you already 
* have my eficem.” — —* Then with 
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gratitude 1 accept the offer, * cried 
he, ſqueezing me by the hand, thou 
e slorious pillar of unſhaken orthodoxy ; 
«and do behold ”— I here interrupt- 
ed what he was going to ſay; for though, 
as an author, I could digeſt no ſmall 
ſhare of flattery, yet now my modeſty 
would permit no more, However, no 
lovers in romance ever cemented. a more 
inſtantaneous friendſhip. We talked upon 
ſeveral ſubjects: at firſt, I thought him 
rather devout than learned, and began 
to think he deſpiſed all human doctrines 
as drols. Yet this no way leſſened him 
in my eficem: for I had for ſome time 
begun privately to harbour ſuch an opi- 
nion myſelf. I therefore took occaſion to 
obſerve, that. the world in general began 
to be blameably indifferent as to doctri-- 
nal matters and followed human ſpecu- 
lation too much— —© Aye, Sir, re- 
plied he, as if he had reſerved all his 
learning to that moment, Aye, Sir, 
M 2 
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«the world is in its dotage, and yet 
< the colmogony or creation of the world 


has puzzled philoſophers of all ages. 


What a medley of opinions have they 
< not broached upon the creation of the 
« world? Sanconiathon, Manetho, Be- 
< roſus, and Ocellus Lucanus, have all 
< attempted it in vain. The latter has 
tc theſe words, Anarchon ara kai ate- 


« Iutation fo pan, which imply that all 


«things have neither beginning nor end. 
* Manetho alſo, who lived about the tinie 
of Nebuchadon-Aſſer, Aſſer being a Sy- 
<riac word uſually applied as a firname 
«* to the kings of that country, as Teglat 
Phael-Aſſer, Nabon-Aſſer, he, I ſay, 
*formed a conjecture equally abſurd; 
<« for as we ulually ſay, ek fo biblion 
* fubernetes, which implies chat books 
„ill never teach the world; ſo he 
ve attempted to inveſtigate— —But, Sir, 
*I aſk pardon, I am firaying from the 
<< queſtion.” — —That he actually was; 
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nor could I for. my life ſee how the 
creation of the world had any thing to 
do with the bufineſs I was talking of; 
but it was ſufficient to ſhew me that he 
was a man of letters, and I now reve- 
renced him the more. I was reſolved there- 
fore to bring him to the touchſtone: 
but he was too mild and too gentle to 
contend for victory. Whenever I made 
any obſervation that looked like a chal- 
lenge to controverſy, he would' ſmile, 
ſhake his head, and ſay nothing; by 
which I underfiood be could ſay much, 
if he thought proper. The ſubject therefore 
inſenfibly changed from the bufineſs of 
antiquity to that which brought us to the 
fair; mine, I told him, was to ſell an 
horſe, and very luckily, indeed, his 
was to buy one for one of his tenants. 
My horſe was ſoon produced, and in 
fine we firack a bargain. Nothing now 
remained but to pay me, and he accord- 
ingly pulled out a thirty pound note, 
M 3 


and bid me change it. Not being in 2 
capacity of complying with his demand, 


he ordered his footman to be called up, 
who made his appearance in a very 


genteel livery. Here, Abraham; cried 
he, g0 and get gold for this; you'll 


„do it at neighbour Jackſon's, or any 


„where. While the fellow was gone, 
he entertained me with a pathetic ha- 
rangue on the great ſcarcity. of filver, 
which I undertook to improve, by de- 
ploring alſo the great ſcarcity of_gold; 
ſo that by the time Abraham returned, 
we had both agreed that money was 
never fo hard to be come at as now. 
Abraham returned to inform us, that he 
had been over the whole fair and could 
not get change, though he had offered 
half a crown for doing it. This was a 
very great diſappointment to us all ; but 
the old gentleman having pauſed a little, 
aſked me if I knew one Solomon Flam- 
borough in my part of the country: upon 
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replying that he was my next door neigh- 
bour, If that be the caſe then, return- 
ed he, 1 believe we ſhall deal. You 
<« ſhall have a draft upon him, payable 
© at fight; and let me tell you he is as 
„warm a man as any within five miles 
round him. Honeſt Solomon and I have 
„ been acquainted for many years toge- 
< ther: I remember I always beat him at 
< three Jumps; but he could hop upon 
« one leg farther than I.“ A draft upon 
my neighbour was to me the ſame as 
money; for I was fufficiently convinced 
of his ability : the draft was figned and 
put into my hands, and Mr. Jenkinſon, 
the old gentleman, his man Abraham, 
and my horſe, old Blackberry, trotted 
off very well pleaſed with each other. 

After a ſhort interval, being left to 
reflection, I began to recollect that I had 
done wrong in taking a draft from a 
firanger, and ſo prudently reſolved upon 
ſollowing the purchaſer, and having back 
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my horſe, But this was now too late: 


1 therefore made directly homewards , 
reſolving to get the draft changed into 
money at my friend's as faft as poſſible. 


I found my honeſt neighbour ſmoaking 


his pipe at his own door, and inform- 
ing him that I had a ſmall bill upon him, 
he read it twice over. ** You can read 
2 the name, I ſuppoſe,” cried I, Eph- 
*raim Jenkinſon.” —* Yes,” returned 
he; the name is written plain enough, 
and I know the gentleman too, the 
b -reateſt raſcal under the canopy of hea- 
* yen. This is the very ſame rogue who 
« ſold us the ſpectacles. Was he not a 
« venerable looking man, with grey hair, 
* and no flaps to his pocket-holes? And 
did he not talk a long firing of learn- 
«* ing about Greek, and coſmogony , and 
*©the world?” To this I replied with a 


groan. * Aye, continued he, © he has 
« but that one piece of learning in the 


«world, and he always talks it away 
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whenever he finds a ſcholar in com- 
«pany ; but I know the m ones wilt. 
* catch him yet.“ 
Though I was already ſufficiently 

mortified, my greateſt ſtruggle was to 
come, in facing my wife and daughters. 
No truant was ever more afraid of re- 
turning to ſchool, there to behold the 
maſter's viſage, than I was of going 
home. I was determined, however, to 
anticipate their fury , by firſt IG into 
a pallion myſelf. 2 

But, alas! upon entering x 1 found the 
family no way diſpoſed ſor battle. My 
wife and girls were all in tears, Mr: 
Thornhill having been there that day 
to inform them, that their journey to 
town was entirely over. The two ladies 
having heard reports of us, from ſome 
malicious perſon about us, were that 
day ſet out for London.. He could neither 
diſcover the tendency, nor the author 
of theſe, but whatever they might be, 
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or whoever. might have broached them, 
he continued to aſſure our family of his 
friendſhip and protection. I found, -there- 
fore, that they bore my diſappointment 
with great reſignation, as it was eclipſed 
in the greatneſs of their own. But what 
perplexed us moſt was to think who 
could be ſo baſe as to aſperſe the cha- 
racter of a family ſo harmleſs as ours, 
too humble to excite envy, and too in- 
offenfive to create diſguſt. 87 


CHAP. XV. 


A Mr. Burchel's villany at once 
detected. The folly of being 


over-wiſe. 


Tuar s and; part cf the fol- 
lowing day was. employed in fraitlefs 
attempts to diſcover our enemies: ſcarce 
a family in the neighbourhood but in- 


curred our ſuſpicions, and each of us 


had reaſons for our opinion beſt known 
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to ourſelves, As we were in this per- 
plexity, one of our little boys, who 
had been playing abroad, brought in a 
letter-caſe, which he found on the green. 
It was quickly known to belong to Mr. 
Burchell, with whom it had been ſeen, 
and, upon examination, contained ſome 
hints upon different ſubjects; but what 
particularly engaged our attention was 
a ſealed note, ſuperſcribed, the copy 
of a letter to be ſent to the ladies at 


Thornhill cafile. It inſtantly occurred 
that he was the baſe informer, and we 
deliberated whether the note ſhould not 
be broken open. I was againſt it; but 
Sophia, who ſaid ſhe was ſure that of 
all men be would be the lafi to be guilty 
of ſo much baſeneſs, infified upon its 
being read. In this ſhe was ſeconded by 
the refi of the family ; and, at their joint 
ſolicitation, I read as follows: 
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LADIES, 


* 


. falficieatly ſatisfy 


cc you as to the perfon from whom this 
*<comes: one at leaft the friend of in- 
© nocence, and ready to prevent its being 
< ſeduced. I am informed for a truth, 

* that you have ſome intention of bring- 
ce ing two young ladies to town, whom I 
*< have ſome knowledge of, under the 


character of companions. As I would 


< neither have fimplicity impoſed upon, 

*nor virtue contaminated, I muſti offer 
<it as my opinion, that the impropriety 
* of ſuch a fiep will be attended with 


„ dangerous conſequences. It has never 


© been my way to treat the infamous or 
the lewd with ſeverity; nor ſhould 1 
© now have taken this method of explain- 


e ing mylelf, or reproving folly, did it ; 


* not aim at guilt. Take therefore the 
<* admonition of a friend, and ſeriouſly 


<« ing infamy and vice into retreats where 
* peace and innocence have hitherto 
„ refided.”” 

Our doubts were now at an me. There 
ſeemed indeed ſomething applicable to 
both. fides in this letter, and its cenſures 


might as well be referred to thoſe to | 


whom it was written, as to us; but the 
malicious meaning was obvious , and we 
went no farther. My wife had ſcarce 
patience to hear me to the end, but rail- 
ed at the writer with unrefirained re- 
ſentment. Olivia was equally ſevere, and 
Sophia ſeemed perfectly amazed at his 
baſeneſs. As for my part, it appeared 
to me one of the vileſt infiances of unpro- 
voked ingratitude I had met with. Nor 
could I account for it in any other manner 
than by imputing it to his defire of de- 
taining my youngeſt daughter in the 
eountry , to have the more ſrequert op- 
portunities of an interview, In this man- 
N 
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es reflect on the conſequences of introduc- | 
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ner we all ſate ruminating upon ſchemes 
of vengeance, when our other little boy 
came running in to tell us that Mr. Bur- 
chell was approaching at the, other end 
of the field. It is eafier to conceive than 
deſcribe the complicated ſenſations which 
are felt from the pain of a recent injury, 
and the pleaſure of approaching ven- 
geance. Though our intentions were only 
to upbraid him with his ingratitude; yet 
it was reſolved to do i: in a manner 
that would be perfectly cutting. For this 
Purpoſe we agreed to meet him with our 
uſual ſmiles, to chat in the beginning 
with more than ordinary kindneſs, to 


_ , amuſe him a little; and then, in the 


midſt of the flattering calm, to burſt 
upon him like an earth-quake, and over- 
whelm him with the ſenſe of his own 
baſeneſs.” This being reſolved upon, my 
wife undertook to manage the buſineſs 
Herſelf, as ſhe really had ſome talents 
for ſuch an undertaking, We ſaw him 


or WAKEFIELD. 14 
approach, he entered, drew a chair, 
and ſat down.—*A fine day, Mr. Bur- 
„ chell. A very fine day, Doctor; 
« though I fancy we ſhall have ſome 
rain, by the ſhooting of my corns.” — 
« The ſhooting of your horns,” cried 
my wife in a loud fit of laughter, and 
then aſked pardon for being fond of a 
joke. Dear Madam,” replied he, I 
„ pardon you with all my heart; for I 
* proteſt I ſhould not have thought it a 
joke had you not told me.” — “ Perhaps 
«not, Sir,” cried my wife, winking at 
us; and yet I dare ſay you can tell 
« us how many jokes go to an ounce.“ 
— * fancy, Madam,” returned Bur- 
chell, you have been reading a jeſi- 
« book this morning, that ounce of jokes 
«© ig ſo very good a conceit; and yet, 
Madam, I had rather ſee half an ounce 
* of underfianding.” — I believe you 
* might,” cried my wife, fill ſmiling at 
us, though the laugh was againſt her; 
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and yet I have Teen ſome men eh 
ce to underſtanding , that have very little.“ 


—< And' no doubt,” replied her anta- 


gonift, you have known ladies ſet up 
« for wit that had none.” — I quickly 
began to find that my wife was likely 
to gain but little at this bufinels; fo L 


relolved to treat him in a ſtyle of more 


ſeverity myſelf. << Both wit and under- 


c ftanding as cried TI » are trifles without 


te integrity; it is that which gives value 


«to every character. The ignorant pea- 
<« ſant, without fault, is greater than the 


„ philoſopher with many; for what is 
genius or courage without an heart? 


An honeft man is the noblefi work 
f God.” 


«I always held that hackney'd ma- 


**xim of Pope, returned Mr. Burchell, 
* as very unworthy a man of genius, 
„and a baſe deſertion of his own ſuperio- 
*<rity. As the reputation of books” is 


* raiſed not by their freedom from de- 


— 


or WAKEFIELD. 149 
< fect, but the greatneſs of their beau- 
ties; ſo ſhould that of men be prized 
< not for their exemption from fault, but 
< the ſize of thoſe virtues they are poſ- 

« ſelled of. The ſcholar may want - pru- 

« dence, the ftateſman may have pride, 

«and the champion ferocity; but ſhall 
<< we prefer to theſe the low mechanic, 
* who laborioully plods on through life, 
< without cenſure or applauſe ? We might 

ag well prefer the tame correct paint- 

<« ings of the Flemiſh ſchool, to the er- 

c roneous, but ſubhme animations of 

the Roman pencil.“ 

«« Sir,” replied I, your preſent ob- 
<« ſervation is juſt, when there are ſhin- 
„ing virtues and minute defects; but 
«when it appears that great vices are 
<* oppoled in the ſame mind to as ex- 
* traordinary virtues, ſuch a character 
« deſerves contempt.” 

Perhaps, cried he, there may be 
* ſome ſuch monſters as you deſeribe, 

N 3 


< of great vices joined to great virtuesz 
< yet in my progreſs through life, I ne- 
«yer yet found one inſtance of their 
* exiftence: on the .contrary, I have 
< ever perceived, that where the mind 
<< was capacious, the affections were 
good. And, indeed, Providence ſeems 
«kindly our friend in this particular, 
„thus to debilitate the underſtanding 
< where the heart is corrupt, and dimi- 
< niſh the power where there is the will 
to do miſchief. This rule ſeems to ex- 
«tend even to other animals: the little 
ec yermin race are ever treacherous, cruel, 
and cowardly, whilſt thoſe endowed 
* with ftrength and power are generous, 
< brave, and gentle.“ 

<< Thele obſervations ſound well,” re- 
turned I, and yet it would be eaſy 
this moment to point out a man, and 
I fixed my eyes fiedfafily upon him, 
* whole head and heart form a moſt 
s deteftable contraſt, Aye, Sir,” conti- 
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aued I, raifing my voice, and I am 
glad to have this opportunity of de- 
«tecting him in the midf of his fancied 
< ſecurity. Do you know this, Sir, this 
<< pocket-book ?” — — © Yes, Sir, re- 
turned he, with a face of impenetrable 
allurance, that pocket-book is mine, 
and TI am glad you have found it.” — — 
« And do you know,” cried I, © this 
letter? Nay, never, falter, man; but 
* look me full in the face: I ſay, do 
you know this letter?” That let · 
* ter, returned he, yes, it was Ithat 
« wrote that letter.” — — And how 
* could you,” ſaid I, ſo baſely, fo 
< ungratefully, preſume to write this let - 
«ter ?”— — And how came you,” re- 
plied he, with looks of unparalleled 
effrontery; © lo baſely to preſume to 
cc break open this letter? Don't you 
© know , now, I could hang you all for 
ce this? All that IJ have to do is to [wear 
« at the next juliice's, that you have 


„been guilty of breaking open the lock 
of my pocktt-book; and fo hang you 
<allup at this door.” This piece of un- 
expected inſolence raiſed me to ſuch a 
pitch, that I could ſcaree govern my 


paſſion. <<Ungrateful wretch, begone, 


„and no longer pollute my dwelling 
« with thy baſenels. Begone, and ne- 
«yer let me ſee thee again: go from 
< my doors, and the only puniſhment I 
< wilh thee, is an alarmed conſcience, 
< which will be a ſufficient tormenter!”” 
fo ſaying, I threw him his pocket-book , 
which he took up with a ſmile, and 
ſhutting the claſps with the utmoſt com- 
polure, left us, quite aftoniſhed at the 
ſerenity of his aſſurance. My wife was 
particularly enraged that nothing could 
make him angry, or make him ſeem 
aſhamed of his villainies : My dear,” 
cried I, willing to calm thoſe paſſions 
that had been raiſed too high among 
us, we are not to be ſurpriſed that bad 
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< men want ſhame; they only bluſh at 
being detooted in doing good, but glo- 
„ry in their vices.” 

< Guilt and Shame, (ſays the allego- 
<« xy) were at firft companions, and in 
beginning of their journey inſeparably 
kept together. But their union was ſoon 
«found to be diſagreeable and inconve- 
nent to both; Guilt gave Shame fre- 
« quent uneafineſs, and Shame often be- 
c trayed the ſecret conſpiracies of Guilt. 
After long diſagreement, therefore, 
«they at length conſented to part for 
c ever. Guilt boldly walked forward 
« alone, to overtake Fate, that went 
c before in the ſhape of an executioner: 
< but Shame being naturally  timorous , 
cc returned back to keep company with 
« Virtue, which, in the beginning of 
ec their journey, they had left behind. 
« Thus, my children, after men have 
< travelled through a few fiages in vice, 
*« ſhame ſorſakes them, and returns back 


154 Tur VICAR | SP 
<to wait upon the few v virtues yy have | 
* n remaining.” | N 


HA. XVI. 


The family uſe art, which is oppoſed 
with till greater. 


WHATEVER might have been So- 
phia's ſenſations, the reſt of the family 
was eafily conloled for Mr. Burchell's 


abſence by the company of our landlord, 


whoſe vifits now became more frequent 
and longer. Though he had been diſap- 


pointed in procuring my daughters the | 


amuſements of the town, as he defign- 
ed, he took every opportunity of ſup- 
plying them with thoſe little recreations 
which our retirement would admit of. 


He uſually came in the morning, and 
while my ſon and I followed our occu- 
pations abroad, he ſat with the family 


at home, and amuſed them by deſcribing 
the town, with every part of which he 
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was particularly acquainted. He could 
repeat all the obſervations that were re- 
tailed" in the atmoſphere of the play- 
houſes, and had all the good. things of 
the high wits by rote long before they 
made way into the jell-books. The in- 
tervals between converſation were em- 
ployed in teaching my daughters piquet, 
or, ſometimes in ſetting my two little 
ones to box to make them ſharp, as he 
called it: but the hopes of having him 
for a ſon-in-law, i in fome meaſure blind- 
ed us to all his imperfections. It muſt 
be owned that my wife laid a thouſand 


* 


ſchemes to entrap him, or, to ſpeak it 


more tenderly, uſed every art to magni- 


fy the merit of her daughter. If the cakes 
at tea eat ſhort and criſp, they were 
made by Olivia; if the gooleberry wine 
was well, knit, the gooſeberries were of 
her gathering: it was her fingers which 
gave the pickles their peculiar green; 
and in the compoſition of a pudding, it 


— 
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was her judgment that mined | the 3 ingre- 


dients. Then the poor woman. would 


ſometimes tell the Squire, that ſhe 


thought him and Olivia extremely of a 
fize, and would bid both fland up to 
ſee which was talleft. Theſe inſtauces of 
cunning , which ſhe thought impene- 
trable, yet. which every body ſaw 
through, were very pleaſing to our bene- 
factor, who gave every day ſome new 
| proofs of his paſſion, which though they 
had not ariſen to propolals of marriage, 
yet we thought fell but very little ſhort 
of it; and his ſlowneſs was attributed 
ſometimes to native baſhfulneſs, and 
ſometimes to his fear of offending his 
uncle. An occurrence, however, which 
happened ſaon after, put it beyond a 
doubt, that he defigned to become one 
of our family; my wife even regarded 
it as an ablolute promiſe. 

My wife and daughters happening to 
return a viſit to neighbour Flamborough's, 


or WAKEFIELD. 157 
found that family had lately got their 
pictures drawn by a limner, who tra- 
velled the country, and took likeneſſes 


for fifteen ſhilliags a head. As this fami- 


ly and ours had long a ſort of rivalry 
in point of tafte, our ſpirit took the 
alarm at this fiolen march upon us, and 
notwithſtanding all I could ſay, and I 
ſaid much, it was reſolved that we ſhould 
have our pictures done too. Having, 
therefore, engaged the limner, for what 
could I do? our next deliberation was 
to ſhew the ſuperiority of our taſte ia 
the attitudes. As for our neighbour's fa- 


mily, there were ſeven of them, and 


they were drawn with ſeven oranges, a 
thing quite out of tafte, no variety in 
life, no compoſition in the world. We 
defired to have ſomething in a brighter 
ſtyle, and after many debates, at length 
came to an unanimous reſolution of being 
drawn together, in one large hiftorical 
family piece. This would be cheaper, 
O 
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fince one frame would ſerve for all, and 
it would be infinitely more genteel; for 
all families of any taſte were now drawn 
in the ſame manner. As we did noi im- 
mediately recollect an hiſtorical fubjeet 
to hit us, we were contented each with 
being drawn as independent hiſtorical 
figures. My wife defired to be repreſent- 
ad as Venus, and the Painter was defir- 


.ed not to be too frugal of his diamonds 


in her ſtomacher and hair. Her two little 
ones were to be as Cupids by her fide, 


while I, in my gown, and band, was 
to preſent her with my books on the 


Whifionian controverſy. Olivia would be 
drawn as an Amazon, fitting upon a 
bank of flowers, dreft in a green Joſeph, 
richly laced with gold, and a whip in 
her hand. Sophia was to be a ſhepherdels, 


with as many ſheep as the painter could 


put in for nothing; and-Moſes was. to 
be dreſt ont with an hat and white fea- 
ther, Our tafie ſo much pleaſed the IG 
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that he infifted on being put in as one 
of the family in the character of Alex- 
ander the Great, at Olivia's feet. This 
was conſidered by us all as an indica- 
tion of his defire to be introduced inte 
the family, nor could we refuſe his re- 
queſt, The painter was therefore ſet to 
work, and as he wrought with aſſiduity 
and expedition, in leſs than four days 
the whole was compleated. The piece 
was large, and it muſt be owned he did 
not ſpare his colours; for which my wife 
gave him great encomiums. We were 
all perfectly ſatisfied with his perfor- 
mance; but an unfortunate circumſtance 
had not occurred till the picture was 
finiſhed, which now firuck us with diſ- 
may. It was ſo very large that we had 
no place in the houſe to fix it. How 
we all came to diſregard ſo material a 
point is inconceivable; but certain it is, 
we had been all greatly remiſs. This 


picture, therefore, inſtead of gratifying 
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r 
our vanity, as we hoped, leaned, in 
a moſi mortifying manner, againft the 
kitchen wall , where the canvas was 
firetched and painted, much too large 
to be got through any of the doors, and 
the jeſt of all our neighbours. One com- 
pared it to Robinſon Cruſoe's long boat, 
too large to be removed; another thought 
it more reſembled a reel in a bottle; 
ſome wondered how it could be got out, 
but fill more were amazed how it ever 
got in. 

But though it excited the ridicule of 
ſome ,- it effectually raiſed more mali- 
cious ſuggeſtions in many. The Squire's 
portrait being found united with ours, 
was an honour too great to eſcape envy. 
Scandalous whiſpers began to circulate 
at our expence, and our tranquillity was 
- continually diſturbed by perſons who 
came as friends to tell us what was faid 
of us by enemies. Theſe reports we al- 
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ways reſented with becoming ſpirit; but 
ſcandal ever improves by oppoſition. 

We once again therefore entered in- 
to a conſultation upon obviating the 
malice of our enemies, and at laſi came 
to a reſolution which had too much cun- 
ning to give me entire ſatisfaction. It was 
this: as our principal object was to dif- 
cover the honour of Mr. Thornhill's ad- 
dreſſes, my wife undertook to ſound him, 
by pretending to aſk his advice in the 
choice of a huſband for her eldeft daugh- 
ter. If this was not found ſufficient to 
induce him to a declaration, it was then 
reſolved to terrify him with a rival. To 
this laſt ftep, however, I would by no 
means give my conſent, till Olivia gave 
me the moſt folema aſſurances that ſhe 
would marry the perſon provided to ri- 
val bim upon this occafion, if he did 
not prevent it, by taking her himſelf. 
Such was the ſcheme laid, which though 
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I did not firenuouſly oppoſe, I did not 


entirely approve. 

The- next time, therefore, that Mr. 
Thornhill came to ſee us, my girls took 
care to be out of the way, in order to 
zive their mamma an opportunity of put- 
ting her ſcheme in execution; but they 
only retired to the next room , from 
whence they could overhear the whole 
converſation. My wife artfully introduc- 
edit, by obſerving, that one of the Miſs 
Flamboroughs was like to have a very 
good match of it in Mr. Spanker. To 
this the Squire aſſenting, ſhe proceeded 
to remark , that they who had warm 
| fortunes were always ſure of getting good 
huſbands; <* But Heaven help,” continu- 
ed ſhe, the girls how's have none. What 
« hznifies beauty, Mr. Thornhill ? or 
< what fignifies all * virtue, and all 
< the qualifications in the world, in this 
age of ſelfintereſt? It is not, what is 
ee he? but what has ſhe? is all the cry.” 


or. WAKEFIELD. 263 

* Madam,” returned he, I highly 

* approve the juſtice, as well as the 

< novelty, of your remarks; and if I 

<< were a king, it ſhould be otherwiſe. 

It ſhould then, indeed, be fine times 

<with the girls without fortunes: our 

*two young ladies ſhould be the firſt 
„for whom I would provide.” 

« Ah, Sir!” returned my wife, you 

< are pleaſed to be facetious: but I wiſh 


«I were a queen, and then I know N 


< where my eldeft daughter ſhould look 
for an huſband. But now, that you 
„have put it into my head, ſeriouſly, 
« Mr. Thorahill, can't you recommend 
me a proper huſband for her? ſhe is 
< now nineteen years old, well grown, 
< and well educated; and, in my humble 
< opinion, does not want for parts.” 
Madam, replied he, if I were 
*to chooſe, I would find out a perſon 
<< polleſſed of every accompliſhment that 
„can make an angel happy. One with 


* 


* 
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* prudence , fortune, tafie, and fincerity - 
**ſuch, Madam, would be, in my opi- 


* nion, the proper huſband.” Aye, Sir, 


ſaid ſhe, but do you know of any 
<ſuch perſon?” — — «© No, Madam,” 


returned he, it is impollible to know 


„any perſon that deſerves to be her 
* huſband; ſhe's too great a treaſure for 
«© one man's poſſeſſion ; ſhe's a goddeſs. 
Upon my ſoul, I ſpeak what I think 
«ſhe's an angel.”— —< Ah, Mr. Thorne 
«hill, you only flatter my poor girl: 
„but we have been thinking of marry- 
<< ing her to one of your tenants, whoſe 
« mother is lately dead, and who wants 
% manager; you know whom I mean, 


6 farmer Williams; a warm man, Mr. 


« Thornhill , able to give her good bread ; 
«and who has ſeveral times made her 
* propoſals :” (which was actually the 
* caſe) but, Sir,” concluded ſhe, 1 
* ſhould be glad to have your appro- 
* bation of our choice.” —* How, Ma- 
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* dam,” replied he, my approbation! 


« my approbation of ſuch a choice! Ne- 
< yer. What! ſacrifice ſo much beauty, 
<« and ſenſe, and goodnels, to a creature 
<« inſenfible of the bleſſing! Excuſe me, I 
* can never approve of ſuch a piece of in- 
<* juſtice! And I have wy reaſons!” — —- 
Indeed, Sir,” cried Deborah, if you 
have your reaſons, that's another affair; 


* but I ſhould be glad to know thoſe rea- 


<< ſons.” — —* Excuſe me, Madam, re- 
turned he, they lie too deep for diſ- 
© covery:” (laying his hand upon his 
boſom) © they remain buried, rivetted 
< here.” 

After he was gone, upon general con- 
ſultation , we could not tell what to 


make of theſe fine ſentiments. Olivia 


conſidered them as inftances of the mofi 
exalted pallion; but I was not quite fo 
ſanguine; it ſeemed to me pretty plain, 
that they had more of love than matri- 
mony in them: yet, whatever they might 
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portend , it was reſolved to proſecuts 
the ſcheme of farmer Williams, who, 
from my daughter's firft appearance in 
the "Rue „ had pag her his 2 


CHAP. XVIL 


Scarce any virtue found to refift the 


power of long and pleafing * 
tation. 


As I only fiudied my child's real hap- 
pineſs, the alliduity of Mr. Williams 
pleaſed me, as he was in eaſy circum- 
fiances, prudent, and fincere. It requir- 


ed but very little encouragement to re- 


vive his former paſlion; ſo that in an 
evening or two he and Mr. Thornhill met 
at our houſe, and ſurveyed each other 
for ſome time with looks of anger: but 
Williams owed his landlord no rent, 
and little regarded his indignation. Oli- 
via, on her fide, acted the coquet to 
perfection; if that might be called act- 
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ing „which was her real character, pre- 


tending to laviſh all her tenderneſs on 


her new lover. Mr. Thornhill appeared 


quite dejected at this preference, and 


with a penſive air took leave; though 
I own it puzzled me to find him ſo much 
in pain as he appeared to be, when he 
had it in his power ſo eafily to remove 


the cauſe, by declaring an honourable 


paſſion. But whatever uneaſineſs he ſeem- 


ed to endure, it could eafily be per- 


ceived that Olivia's anguiſh was fill 
greater. After any of theſe interviews 
between her lovers, of which there were 
ſeveral, ſhe uſually retired to ſolitude, 
and there indulged her grief. It was in 
ſuch a fituation I ſound her one evening, 
after ſhe had been for ſome time ſup- 
porting a fictitious gayety — —** You 
now ſee, my child,” ſaid I, that 
«your confidence in Mr. Thornhill's paſ- 


„gion was all a dream: he permits the 


ce rivalry of another, every way his in» 
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.< feriour, though he knows it hies in his 
power to ſecure you to himſelf by a 


< candid declaration.” — —“ Les, papa,” 
returned ſhe, but he has his reaſons 
«for this delay: I know he has. The 
< fincerity of his looks and words con- 


<< vince me of his real. eſieem. A ſhort 


< time, I hope, will diſcover the gene- 


_ <rofity of his ſentiments, and convince 
< you that my opinion of him has been 
< more juſt than yours.” — — “ Olivia, 
< my darling,” returned I, every ſcheme 


< that has been hitherto purſued to compel 
* him to a declaration, bas been pro- 

< poſed and planned by yourſelf, nor 
© can you in the leaſt ſay that I have 
<© confirained you. But you muſt not ſup- 
*< poſe, my dear, that I will ever be 
<< znftrumental in ſuffering his honeſi rival 
* to be the dupe of your ill-placed pal- 
ion. Whatever time you requize to 
„bring your fancied admirer to an ex- 


e planation ſhall be granted; but at the 
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<< expiration of that term, if he is fill 
< regardleſs, I mutt abſolutely infiſt that 
< honeft Mr. Williams ſhall be reward- 
< ed for his fidelity. The character which 
„I have hitherto ſupported in life de- 
< mands this from me, and my tenderneſs 
as a parent, ſhall never influence my 
< integrity as a man. Name then your 
<« day, let it be as diſtant as you think 
proper, and in the mean time take 
<care to let Mr. Thornhill know the 
< exact time on which I defign deliver- 
< ing you up to another. If he really 
© loves you, his own good ſenſe will 
<readily ſuggeſt that there is but one 
© method alone to prevent his lofing you 
«for ever.” This propoſal, which ſhe 
could not avoid confidering as perfectly 
juſt, was readily agreed to. She again 
renewed her moſt pofitive promiſe of 
marrying Mr, Williams, in caſe of the 
other's inſenfibility ; and at the next 


opportunity, in Mr. Thornbill's pre- 
P 
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fence, that day month was fixed oper 

Such vigorous proceedings ſeemed to 
redouble Mr. Thorahill's anxicty ; bat 
what Olivia really felt gave me ſome 
uncaknels. In this fruggle between pru- 


hill made no efforts to reſtrain her nup- 
tials The facceeding week be was fill 
alidecus, but not more open. On the 
third be diſcontinned his vifts entirely; 
and inficad of my daughter tcfiifying 


any impaticace, as I expected, ſhe ſeem- 
ed to retain a peaire tranquillity, which 
I looked upon as reignation. For my 
own part, I was tow fincerely pleaſed 
to be ſecured in a conttmnance of compe- 
tence and peace, and frequently ap- 
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planded her reſolution , * 
pineſs to oftentation. 


It was within about four days of her 
at night were gathered round 2 charm- 
ing fire, telling flories of the paſt, and 
laying ſchemes for the future. Bußed in 
forming a thouſand projects , ad laugh- 
ing at whatever folly came uppermoſt, 
< Well, Moſes,” cried I, we ſhall 
< focn, my boy, have a wedding in the 
« family ; what is your opinion of matters 
aud things in general? —< My opi- 
ion, father, is that all things go on 
<rery well; and I was juſt now think- 
ing, that when filter Livy is married 
<to farmer Willams, we ſhall then 
< have the loan of his cyder-preſs and 
< brewing-tubs for nothing.” — That we 
<< ſhall, Moſes,” —czied I, be will 
< ng us Death and the Lady to raiſe 
<< our ſpirits into the bargain.” — 

BE taught that ſong to our Dick,” 

13 
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cried Moſes ; and 1 think he goes 


*« through it very prettily.—“ Does he 


co?“ cried I, „then let us have it: 
«© where's little Dick? let him up with, 
*it boldly. ” —< My brother Dick, „* 
cried Bill, my youngeſt, is juſt gone 
ec out wieh fifter Livy; but Mr. Willi- 
* ams has taught me two ſongs, and 
-<<PFl fing them for you, papa. Which 
&* ſong do you chooſe, The dying Swan, 
* or the Elegy on the Death of a Mad 
Weng 14 „ The elegy, child, by all 
means, ſaid I; I never heard that 
et; and Deborah, my life, grief you 
© know is dry; let us have a bottle 
of the beft gooſeberry wine, to keep 
* up our ſpirits. I have wept ſo much 
*at all ſorts of elegies of late, that 
without an enlivening glaſs I am ſure 
this will overcome me.—And Sophy , 
* my love, take your guitar, and thrum 
*in with the boy a little.” 


1 | 
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Au E L E G M on the Death of a 
Mad Dog. 


— 


Goop people all, of every fort, 
Give ear unto my ſong ; 

And if you find it wondrous ſhort, 
It cannot hold you long. 


In Iſlington there was a man, 
Of whom the world might ſay, | 

That fiill a godly race he ran, 
Whene'er he went to pray. 


A kind and gentle heart he had, 
To comfort friends and foes ; 

The naked every day he clad, 
When he put on his clothes, 
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And in that town a dog was found, 
As many dogs there be, 
Both mongrel, puppy , whelp and hound, 
And curs of low degree. 
FF 
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This dog and man at firſt were friends; 
But when a pique began, 

The dog, to gain his private ends, 
Went mad and bit the man. 


Around from all the neighbouring fireets , 
The wond'ring neighbours ran, 

And ſwore the dog had loſt his wits, 
To bite ſo good a man. 


The wound it ſeem'd both ſore and ſad, 
To every chriſtian eye; 

And while they ſwore the dog was mad, 

They ſwore the man would die. 


But foon a wonder came to light, 
That ſhew'd the rogues they lied: 
The man recover'd of the bite, 
The dog it was that died. 


A very good boy, Bill, upon my 
< word; and an elegy that may truly 


*be called tragical. Come, my children, 
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here's Bill's health, and may he one 
« day be a biſhop.” 8 


< With all my heart,” cried my wife; 


and if he but preaches as well as he 
<< finzs, I make no doubt of him. The 
< moſt of his family, by the mother's 
<« fide , could fing a good ſong: it was 
< a common ſaying in our country, that 
ce the family of the Blenkinſaps could 
© never look firaight before them, nor 
the Hugginſons blow out a candle; 
< that there were none of the Grograms 
< but could fing a ſong, or of the Mar- 
*<;zorams but could tell 2a fiory.” — 
However that be,” cried I, the moſt 
© vulgar ballad of all generally pleaſes 
ce me better than the fine modern odes, 
< and things that petrify us in a fingle 
ce fanza; productions that we at once 
<« deteſt and praiſe. Put the glaſs to your 
< brother, Moſes. The great fault of theſe 
< elegiafis is, that they are in deſpair 
for grieſs that give the ſcakble part of 
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«mankind very little pain. A lady loſes 
«her muff, her fan, or her lap-dog, 
ac and ſo the hilly poet runs home to verſi- 
«fy the diſaſter.” 

That may be the mode,” cried Moſes, 
< in ſublimer compoſitions , but the Rane- 
„ lagh ſongs that come down to us are 
ce perfectly familiar, and all caſt in the 
«« ſame mold: Collin meets Dolly, and 
te they hold a dialogue together; he gives 
«her a fairing to put in her hair, and 
«* ſhe preſents him with a noſegay; and 
ce they go together to church, were they 
give good advice to young nymphs and 
ie ſwains to get married as faſt as they 
© can.” 

« And very good advice too,” cried 
I; „and I am told there is not a place 
ein the world where advice can be given 
« with ſo much propriety as there; for, 
© as it perſuades us to marry, it_alſo 
«furniſhes us with a wife; and ſurely 
* that muſt be an excellent market, my 


es 4h ; 


<< hoy, where we are told what we want, 
ec and ſupplied with it when wanting.“ 

«Yes, Sir, returned Moſes, and 
*I know but of two ſuch markets for 
< wives in Europe, Ranelagh in Eng- 
«land, and Fontarabia in Spain. The 
« Spaniſh market is open once a year, 
< but our r- wives are faleable 
ec every night.” X 

« You are right, my boy,” cried his 


mother, . Old England is the only place 


< in the world for huſbands to get wives.” 
—*< And for wives to manage their huſ- 
bands, interrupted I. It is a proverb 
abroad, that if a bridge were built 
< acroſs the ſea, all the ladies of the 
< Continent would come over to take 
* pattern from ours; for there are no ſuch 
<< wives in Europe as our own. But let 
us have one bottle more, Deborah, 
my life—and Moſes give us a good 
* ſong. What thanks do we not owe to 
Heaven for thus beſtowing tranquil- 
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'* lity, health, and competence. I think 

„ myſelf happier now than the greateſt 
** monarch upon earth. He has no ſuch 
e firefide, nor ſuch pleaſant faces about 
«it. Yes, Deborah, we are now grow- 
«ing old; but the evening of our life is 
* likely to be happy. We are deſcended 
0 from anceſtors that knew no ſtain, and 
« we ſhall leave a good and virtuous 
race of children behind us. While we 
5 live they will be our ſupport and our 
« pleaſure here, and when we die they 
«vill tranſmit our honour untainted to 
© poſterity. — Come, my ſon, we wait 
*for a ſong; let us have a chorus. But 
« where is my darling Olivia? That little 
cc cherub's voice is always ſweeteſt in the 
ce concert.” —Juſt as I'fpoke , Dick came 
running in, O papa, papa, ſhe is 
* gone from us, ſhe is gone from us; 
© my fifter Livy is gone from us for ever.” 
* Gone, child!” —<© Yes, ſhe is gone 
5* off with two gentlemen in a poſi-chaile; 
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«and one of them dea bee alia 

<« he would die for her; and ſhe / ried 
„much, and was for coming back; but 
he perſuaded her again, and ſhe went 


into the chaiſe, and ſaid, O what will PAR 
my poor papa de when he knows 1 
* am undone e- Now , then,” cried © 0 


I. my children, go and be miſerable; 


bor we ſhall never enjoy one hour more. 


And O may Heaven's everlafling fury 


« light upon bim and his! Thus to rob 5 


me of my child! And ſure it Will, 
es fox taking back my ſweet innocent hat 
% I was leading up to heaven. Such fince- 


*<rity as my; child was polleſt of. But 
all our earthly happineſs is now over! -— 3 
«Go, my children, and be miſerable . 


* and infamous; for my heart is broken 
< within - me! — Father, cried my 
ſon, « js this your fortitude ? For- 
<titude; child! Yes, he ſhall ſee I have 
« fortitude ! Bring me my piſiols. rl 
5 While he i is on earth 


ll purſue him. Old as I am, he ſhall 
find I can fling him yet. The villain! 
<< the perſidious villain!” —I had by this 
time reached down my piſtols, when my 
poor wife, whole pallions were not ſo 
firong as mine, caught me in her arms. 
* My deareft huſband,” cried ſhe, the 
„Bible is the only weapon that is fit 
for your old hands now. Open that, 
< my love, and read our anguiſh into 
<< patience, for ſhe has vilely deceived 
< us.” —< Indeed, Sir,” reſumed my ſon, 
after a pauſe, your rage is too violent 
< and unbecoming. You ſhould be my 
< mother's comforter, and you increaſe 
<her pain. It ill ſuited you and your 
<reverend character thus to curſe your 
<« -reateſt enemy: you ſhould not have 
<curft him, villain as he is.” —< I did not 
**curſe him, child, did 17'—< Indeed, 
Sir, you did; you curſt him twice.” 
—< Then may Heaven forgive me and 
<* him if I did. And now, my ſon, I fee 
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it was more than human benevolence 
ac that firſt taught us to bleſs our enemies! 
* Bleft be bis holy name for all the good 
< he hath given, and for all that he hath 
<« taken away. But it is not, it is not a 
< ſmall difireſs that can wring tears from 
< theſe old eyes, that have not wept for 
ann My child ! To undo my 

« darling! May confufion ſeize Heaven 
= forgive me, what am I about to ſay! 
< You may remember, my love, how 
good ſhe was, and how charming; 
< till this vile moment, all her care was 
©to make us happy. Had ſhe but died! 
But ſhe is gone, the honour of out 
« family contaminated, and I muſi look 
< out for happineſs in other worlds than 
< here. But, my child, you ſaw them 
go off: perhaps he forced her away? 
© If he forced her, ſhe may yet be inno- 
* nt. — Ah no, Sir?” cried the child; 
< he only killed her, and called her his 
<< angel, and ſhe wept very much, and 
Q 
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<< jeaned upon his arm, and they drove 
« off very faſt.” —** She's an ungrateful 
«* creature,” cried my wife, who could 
ſcarce ſpeak for weeping, to uſe us 
<< thus. She never had the leaſt con- 
< ftraint put upon her affections. The 
* vile firumpet has baſely deſerted her 
„parents without any provocation, thus 


** to bring your grey hairs to the grave, 


„and I muſt ſhortly follow.” 


In this manner that night, the firſt of | 


-our real misfortunes, was ſpent in the 
- bitterneſs of complaint, and ill-ſupport- 
ed ſallies of enthufiaſm. 1 determined, 
however, to find out ourbetrayer, wher- 
ever he was, and reproach his baſeneſs. 
The next morning we milled our wretch- 


ed child at breakfaſt, where ſhe uſed 


to give life and chearfulneſs to us all. 


My wife, as before, attempted to caſe 


Her heart by reproaches. Never, cried 


The, © ſhall that vileſi flain of our family 
* again darken theſe harmlels doors. I will 


» 
* 
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never call her daughter more. No, let 
« the ſtrumpet live with her vile ſeducer: 
«ſhe may bring us to ſhame, but ſhe 
*ſhall never more deceive us.” 4 
«© Wiſe,” ſaid I, do not talk thus 
„hardly: my detefiation of her guilt is 
« as great as your's; but ever ſhall this 
*« houſe and this heart be open to a poor 
returning repentant ſinner. The ſooner 
«ſhe returns from her tranſgreſſion, the 
„more welcome ſhall ſhe be to me. 
„For the firſt time the very beſt may 
«err; art may perſuade, and noveliy 
<< ſpread out its charm. The firſt fault 
«js the child of Emplicity; but every 
other the offspring of guilt. Yes, the 
« wretched creature ſhall be welcome 
<* to this heart and this houſe, though 
«ſtained with ten thouſand vices. I will 
e gain hearken to the muſic of her voice, 
again will I hang fondly on her boſom, 
«if I find but repentance there. My ſon, 
_ *bring hither my Bible and my flaff; 
* 
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„I will purſue her, wherever ſhe is 
<< and though I cannot ſave her from 
*«* ſhame, I may prevent the continuance 


«of iniquity.” 
c HAP. XVII. 


The purſuit of a father to reclaim a 
lofi child to virtue. 


Trovcn the child could not de- 

ſcribe the gentleman's perſon who hand- 
ed his hier into the poſi-chaiſe, yet my 
ſuſpicions fell entirely upon our young 
landlord, whoſe character for ſuch in- 
trigues was but too well known. I there- 
fore directed my fieps towards Thornhill 
caſtle, reſolving to upbraid him, and, 
if pollible, to bring back my daughter: 
but before I had reached his ſeat, 1 was 
met by one of my. pariſhioners,, who 
ſaid he ſaw a young lady reſenibling my 
daughter in a poſichaile with a gentle= 
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man, whom, by the deſcription, Feould 
only gueſs to be Mr. Burchell, and that 
they drove very faſt. ' This information, 
however, did by no means ſatisfy me. 
I therefore went to the young Squire's, 
and though it was yet early, inſiſied upon 
ſeeing him immediately: he ſoon appear- 
ed with the moſt open familiar air, and 
ſeemed perfectly amazed at my daughter's 
elopement, proteſting upon his honour 
that he was quite a ſtranger to it. I now 
therefore condemned my former ſuſpi- 
cions, and could turn them only on Mr. 
Burchell, who I recollected had of late 
ſeveral private conferences with her; but 
the appearance of another witneſs left 
me no room to doubt of his villany, 
who averred, that he and my daughter 
were actually gone towards the Wells, 
about thirty miles off, where there was 
a great deal of company. Being driven 
to that fiate of mind in which we are 
more ready to act precipitately than te 
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reaſon right, I never debated with my- 
ſelf, whether - theſe accounts might not 
have been given by perlons purpolely 
placed in my way, to miſlead me; but 
reſolved to purſue my. daughter and her 
fancied deluder thither. I walked along 
with earnefineſs, and inquired of ſeveral 
by the way; but received no accounts, 
till entering the town, I was met by a 
perſon on horſeback , whom I remember- 
ed to have ſeen at the Squire's, and he 
aſſured me, that if I followed them to 
the races, which were but thirty miles 
farther, I might depend upon overtaking 
them : for he had ſeen them dance there 
the night before, and the whole aſſembly 
ſeemed charmed with my daughter's per- 
| formance, Early the next day I walked 
forward to the races, and about four in 
the afternoon I came upon the courſe. 
The company made a very brilliant ap- 
pearance, all earnefily employed in one 
purſuit, that of pleaſure; how different 
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from mine, that of reclaiming a loſt child 
to virtue! 1 thought I perceived Mr. 
Burchell at ſome diftance from me; but, 
as if he dreaded an interview, upon my 
approaching him, he mixed among 2 
crowd, and I ſaw him no more. I now. 
reflected that it would be to no purpoſe 
to continue my purſuit farther, and re- 
ſolved to return home to an innocent 
family, who wanted my aſſiſtance. But 
the agitations-of my mind, and the fa- 
tigues I had undergone, threw me into 
a fever, the ſymptoms of which I perceiy- 
ed before I came off the courſe. This 
was another unexpected ſtroke, as I was 
more than ſeventy miles diſtant from 
home: however, I retired to a little ale- 
houſe by the road-fide, and in this place, 
the uſual retreat of iadigence and frugali- 
AY + I laid me down patiently to wait 
the iſſue of my diſorder. I languiſhed 
here for near three weeks; but at lafi 
my conſtitution prevailed, though I was 
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pieces, to be paid at my return. Leav- 
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unprovided with money to defray the ex- 
penſes of my entertainment. It is poſ- 
fible the anxiety from this laſt circum- 
ance alone might have brought on a 


- relapſe, had I not been ſupplied by a 


traveller, who fiopt to take a curſory 
refreſhment. This perſon was no other 
than the philanthropic bookſeller in St. 
Paul's Church-yard , who has written ſo 
many little books for children: he calle 


ed himſelf their friend; but he was the 


friend of all mankind. He was no fooner 
alighted , but he was in hafie to be gone; 


Tor he was ever on bufineſs of the utmoſt 


importance, and was at that time actu- 
ally compiling materials for the hiftory 
of one Mr. Thomas Trip. I immediately 
recollected this good-natured. man's red 
pimpled face ; for he had publiſhed for 
me again the Deuterogamiſis of the 
age, and from him I borrowed a few 


ing the inn, therefore, as I was yet but 
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weak, I reſolved to return home by eaſy 
journies of ten miles a day. My health 
and uſual tranquillity were almok refior- 
ed, and I now condemned that pride 
which had made me "refractory to the 

| hand of correction. Man little knows 
what calamities are beyond his patience 
to bear till he tries them; as in aſcend- 
ing the beights of ambition, which look 
bright from below, every fiep we riſe 
ſhews us ſome new and gloomy proſpect 
of hidden diſappointment; ſo in our de- 
ſcent from the ſummits of pleaſure, though 
the vale of miſery below may appear at 
firſt dark and gloomy, yet the buſy mind, 
fiill attentive to its own amuſement, 
finds as we deſcend ſomething to flatter 
and to pleaſe. Still as we approach, the 
darkeſt objects appear to brighten, and 
the mental eye becomes adapted to its 
gloomy fituation. "Ty 
I now proceeded forward, and had 
walked about twe hours, when I per- 
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ccived what appeared at a diftance like 
a waggon , which I was reſolved to 
overtake; but when I came up with it, 
found it to be a firoiling company's cart, 
1 that was carrying their ſcenes and other 
| theatrical furniture to the next village, 

fi where they were to exhibit. The cart 
| was attended only by the perſon who 
drove it, and one of the company, as 
the reſt of the players were to follow 
the enſuing day. Good company upon 
«the road,” ſays the proverb, is the 
«ſhorteſt cut.“ I therefore entered into 
converſation with the poor player; and 
as I once had ſome theatrical powers 
myſelf, I diſſerted on ſuch topicks with 
my uſual freedom: but as I was pretty 
much unacquainted with the preſent ſtate 
1 of the ſtage, I demanded who were the 
* preſent theatrical writers in vogue, who 
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the Drydens and Otways of the day.— 
* fancy, Sir,” cried the player, © few 
ef eur modern dramatiſts would think 


or WAKEFIELD. - 1 
<< themſelves much honoured by being 
t compared to the writers you mention. 
<< Dryden and Row's manner, Sir, are 
« quite out of faſhion ; our tafie has gone 

„back a whole century; Fletcher, Ben 
« Johnſon, and all the plays of Shake- 
« ſpear, are the only things that go 
4 downs” — — ! How,” criedT, is it 
« pollible the preſent age can be pleaſ- 
ed with that antiquated dialect y. that 
< obſolete humour, thoſe over-charged 
characters which abound in the works 
«you mention ?'—** Sir,” returned my 
companion, © the public think nothing 
About dialect, or humour, or character; 
* for that is none of their buſineſs; they 

only go to be amuſed, and find them- 
<< ſelves happy when they can enjoy a 
66 pantomime „ under the ſanction of John- 
* ſon's or Shakeſpear's name. — 80 
then, I ſuppoſe,” cried I, that our 
** modern dramatifis are rather imitators , 
, of Shakeſpear than of natur.“ 


292 Tas VICAR | 
To ſay the truth,” returned my com · 
*, panion, I don't know that they imi« 
tate any thing at all; nor indeed does 
the public require it of them: it is 
not the compoſition of the piece, but 
<< the number of fiarts and attitudes that 
< may be introduced into it that elicits 
< applauſe. I have known a piece with 
<not one jeſt in the whole, ſbrugged 
into popularity, and another ſavzd by 
<< the poet's throwing in a fit of the gripes. 
No, Sir, the works of Congreve and 
*« Farquhar have too much wit in them 
for the preſent taſte; our modern dialect 
*< ;s much more natural.” 

By this time the equipage of the firoll- 
ing company was arrived at the village, 
which , it ſeems, had been appriſed of 
our approach, and was come out to gaze 
at us; for my companion obſerved , that 
firollers always have more ſpectators 
without doors than within. I did not 
conkder the impropriety of my being in 


7 


ſuch company till I ſaw a mob gather 
about me. I therefore took ſhelter, as 
faſt as poſſible, in the firſt alehouſe that 
offered, and being ſhewa into the com- 
mon room , was accolted by a very well- 
drefi gentleman, who demanded whether 
I was the real chapfain of the company 
or whether it was only to be my mal- 
querade character in the play. Upon in- 
forming him of the truth, and that 1 
did not belong in any fort to the compa- 


ny, he was condeſcending enough to 
defire me and the player to partake in 


2 bowl of punch, over which he diſcull- 
ed modern politicks with great earneſt- 
nels and interefi. 1 ſet him down in my 
mentman at leaſt; but was almoſt con- 
firmed in my conjectures, when upon 
aſking what there was in the houſe for 
ſupper, he infified that the player and 
nnen. wich 
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which requeſt, after ſome entreaties, we 
were prevailed on 2 —_— h 


CHAP. XIX. 


The deſcription of a Perſon diſcontent- 
ed with the preſent government, and 
— of the lofs of our 
Hiberties. 


| * E houſe where we were to be enter- 


tained, lying at a ſmall diflance from 


the village, our inviter obſerved, that 


as the coach was not ready, he would 
conduct us on foot, and we ſoon arriv- 
ed at one of the moſt magnificent man- 
fions I had ſeen in that part of the 
country. The apartment into which 


we were ſhewn was perfectly elegant 


and modern: he went to give orders 
for ſupper, while the player, with a 
wink, obſerved that 'we were perfectly 
in luck. Our entertainer ſoon returned, 


or WAKEFIELD, 133 
an elegant ſupper was brought in, tro 
or three ladies in an eaſy diſhabille 
were introduced, and the converſation 
began with ſome ſprightlineſs. Poli- 
ticks, however, were the ſubject on 
which our entertainer chiefly.expatiated ; 
for he aſſerted that liberty was at once 
his boaſt and his terror. After the cloth 
was removed, he aſked me if I had ſeen 
the laſt Monitor; to which replying in 
the negative, What, nor the Audi- 
* tor, I ſuppoſe?” cried he. Neither, 
«Sir,” returned I. That's firange, 
very ſtrange,” replied my entertainer. 
„Now, I read all the politicks that come 
* out. The Daily, the Public, the Ledger, 
e the Chronicle, the London Evening, 
* the Whitehall Evening, the ſeventeen 
Magazines, and the two Reviews; and 
de though they hate each other, I love 
them all. Liberty, Sir, liberty is the 
Briton's boaſt, and by all my coal 


© mines in Cornwall, I reverence its 
| R 2 


: 
5 
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e -uardians.” Then it is to be hoped ,” 
cried I, * you reverence the king.” 
« Yes,” returned my entertainer, ** when 
* he does what we would have him; 
but if he goes on as he has dane of 
* late, Fl never trouble myſelf more 
* with his matters. I ſay nothing. I think 
< only , I could have directed ſome things 
«better. I don't think there has been a 
« ſufficient number of adviſers : he ſhould 
* adviſe with every perſon willing to 
give him advice, and then we ſhould 
© have things done in another en 
e manner.” _ 

«I wiſh,” cried * 4 that ſuch in- 
te truding adviſers were fixed in the pil- 
5 Jory. It ſhould be the duty of honeſt 
men to aſſiſt the weaker fide of our conſti- 
«tution, that ſacred power that has for 
« ſome years been every day declining, 
„and lofing its due ſhare of influence 


* in the ſtate. But cheſe ignorants fit 


* continue the cry of liberty, and if they 


> - 


or WAKEFIELD. © 1% 


have any weight, baſely 1 It into 


c the ſubſiding ſeale.” 


<< How ,”* cried one of the ladies, «do. | 


«I live to ſee one ſo baſe, ſo ſordid, 
* as to be an enemy to liberty, and 2 
« defender of tyrants? Liberty, that ſacred 
« ift of Heaven, that 9 ene 
* of Britons !” 

« Can it be poſſible, cried our en- 
tertainer , that there ſhould be any 


e found at preſent advocates for ſlavery ? 


* And who are for meanly giving up 
**the privileges of Britons? Can any, 
Sir, be ſo abject ?” 

«© No, Sir,” replied [, «1 am for liber- 
«ty, that attribute of Gods! Glorious 
* liberty! that theme of modern decla- 
* mation. I would have all men kings. 
«I would be a king myſelf. We have 
& all naturally an equal right to the 
*throne : we are all originally equal. 
© This is my opinion, and was once 
* the opinion of a ſet of honeſt menwho 
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«were called Levellers. They tried te 
*<erect themſelves into a community, 
* where all ſhould be equally free. But, 
er alas! it would never anſwer; for there 


© were. ſome among them flronger, and 


„ fome more cunning than others, and 
< theſe became maſters of the reſt; for 


as ſure as your groom rides your horſes, 


«becauſe he is a cunninger animal than 
* they, ſo ſurely will the animal that 
ce ig cunninger or ſtronger than he, fit 
* upon his ſhoulders in turn. Since then 
ce it is entailed upon humanity to ſubmit, 
ce and ſome are born to command, and 
cc others to obey, the queſtion is, as 
© there muſt be tyrants, whether it is 
© better to have them in the ſame houſe 
with us, or in the ſame village, or 
*« ſtill farther off, in the metropolis. 
« Now, Sir, for my own part, as 1 


naturally hate the face of A tyrants 


*the farther off he is removed from me, 
„the better pleaſed am I. The genera- 


E 


- 7 7 
* * 


er WAKEFIELD. . agg 
« lity of mankind alſo are of my way 
of thinking, and have unanimoully _*- * 
< created one king, whoſe election at ; 
«© once diminiſhes the number of tyrants, 

<« and puts tyranny at the greateſt diſtance 
from the , greateſt number of people. 
Now the great, who were tyrants f 
e themſelves before the election of one 

< tyrant, are naturally averſe to a power 

© railed over them, and whoſe. weight 
* muſt ever lean heavieſt on the ſubordi- 
* nate orders. It is the intereſt. of the 
*<great, therefore, to diminiſh kingly 
% power, as much as poſſible; becauſe 

* whatever | they take from that, is na- 

* turally refiored to themſelves; and all 

< they have to. do in the ſtate, is to 5 


ö 

| * undermine the fingle tyrant ,, by which 
; they reſume their primaeval authority. 

1 * Now the fiate may be ſo circumſlanc- 

- ved, or its laws, may be ſo diſpoſed, 

5 or its men of opulence ſo, minded, 

*as all to conſpire in carrying on this 
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«buſineſs of undermining monarchy. For, 
„in the firſt place, if the circumfiances 


4 f our ſtate be ſuck, as to favour the 


* accumulation of wealth, and make the 
opulent ſtill more rich, this will in- 
<« creaſe their ambition. An accumula- 
«tion of wealth, however, muſt ne- 
vs ceſfarily be the conſequence, when, 


< as at preſent, more riches flow in from 


< external commerce than ariſe from in- 
< ternal indufiry : for external commerce 
<can only be managed to advantage by 
the rich, and they have alſo at the 
ame time all the emoluments arifing 
from internal indufiry : fo that the rich, 
<<with us, have two ſources of wealth, 
© whereas the poor have but one. For 
<< this reaſon, wealth, in all commercial 
< ſtates, is found to accumulate, and 
«all fuch have hitherto in time become 
4 arifiocratical. Again, the very laws 
*©alfo of this country may contribute to 
«the accumulation of wealth: as when 


or WAKEFIELD. 20 
* by their means the natural ties that 
bind the rich and poor together” are 
« broken, and it is ordained, that the 
ich ſhall only marry with the rich; 
<< or when the learned are held unqua- 
<< ified to ſerve their country as counſel- 
<< ors merely from a defect of opulence, 
and wealth is thus made the object of 
cc wiſe man's ambition; by theſe means, 
<*<[ ſay, and ſuch means as theſe, riches 
<< ill accumulate. Now the polleſſor of 
cc accumulated wealth „ when furniſhed 
<with the neceſſaries and pleaſures of 
„life, has no other method to employ 
<the ſuperfluity of his fortune but in 
*purchafing power; that is, differently 
<<ſpeaking, in making dependants, by 
*<purchafing the liberty of the needy or 
«the venal, of men who are willing to 
hear the mortification of contiguous 
*tyranny for bread. Thus each very 
opulent man generally gathers round 
him a circle of the pooreſt of the people: 
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„and the polity abounding in accumulat- 
<< ed wealth, may be compared to a Car- 
*<tefian ſyſtem, each orb with a vortex 


of its own. Thoſe however, who are 


„willing to move in 2 great man's vor- 
*tex, are only ſuch as muſt be ſlaves, 
the rabble of mankind, whoſe ſouls 
Sand whoſe education are adapted to 
* ſervitude, and who know nothing of 
liberty except the name. But there muſt 
* ftill be a large number of the people 
«<without the ſphere of the opulent mais 
<« influence, namely, that order of men 
* which ſubſifis- between the very rich 
Land the very rabble; thoſe men who' 
are poſſeſt of too large fortunes to fub- 
mit to the neighbouring man in power. 
* and yet are too poor to ſet up for ty- 
*rany themſelves. In this middle order 
„of mankind are generally to be found 
all the arts, wiſdom, and virtues of 
* ſociety. This order alone is known to 
*be the true preſerver of freedom, and 


- 


or WAKEFIELD. 20g 
may be called the People. Now it may 
« happen that this middle order of man- 
„kind may loſe all its influence in a 
« fate, and its voice be in a manner 
« drowned in that of the rabble: for if 
« the fortune ſufficient for qualifying a 
«perſon at preſent to give his voice in 
« fiate affairs, be ten times leſs than 
* was judged ſufficient upon forming the 
* conſtitution, it is evident that great 
© numbers of the rabble will thus be in- 
* troduced into the political ſyſtem, and 
* they, ever moving in the vortex of 
<« the great, will follow where greatneſs 
< ſhall direct. In ſuch a fiate, therefore, 
< all that the middle order has left, is 
«to preſerve the prerogative and pri- 
« vileges of the one. principal governour 
* with the moſt ſacred circumſpection. 
«For he divides the power of the rich, 
and calls off the great from falling with 
< tenfold weight on the middle order 
* placed beneath them. The middle order 
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< may. be compared to a town, of which 
** che opulent are forming the fiege, and 
<< which the governour from without is 
_ <hafiening to relieve. While the beficg- 


1 * of his people, and every diminution 
#7: _ af his power in war, or in peace, is 


i 
T. "is <ers are in dread of an enemy over 
WE. < them , it is but natural to offer the 
S | : 1 <townimen the moſt ſpecious terms, to 
328 < them with privileges; but if they once 
"pn <« defeat the governour from behind, the 
1 * walls of the town will be but a ſmall 
WS - defence to its inhabitants. What they 
ft f < may then expect, may be {cen by turn 
: tk 1 ing our eyes to Holland, Genoa, or 
7 „Venice, where the laws govern the 
F : ö <<poor, and the rich govern the law. I 
_: * am then for, and would die for, mo- 
1 « narchy,, ſacred monarchy; for if chere 
14 * be any thing ſacred amongſi men, it 
y 5 < muſt be the anointed SoveERsZIiGHN 
F4 
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or WAKEFIELD. 0s 
< patriotiſm, and Britons, have already 
« done much; it is to be hoped that the 
ec true ſons of freedom will prevent their 
<< ever doing more. I have known many 
< of thoſe pretended champions for liber- 
< ty in my time, yet do I not remember 
one that was not in his heart and in 
<his family a yyrant.” 

My warmth, I found, 1 n 
ed this boogie beyond the rules 'of 
eatertainer , who often firove to inter- 
rupt it, could be refirgned no longer. 
„What, cried he, then I have been 
«all this while entertaining a Jeſuit in 
<< parſon's clothes; but by all the coal 
< mines of Cornwall. out he ſhall pack, 
if my name be Wilkinſon.” I now 
found I had gone too far, and aſked 
pardon for the warmth with which I had 
ſpoken. Pardon,” returned he in 2 
fury; "1 think dn principles Jamand 
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* liberty, property , and, -as the Ga- 
< zetteer ſays, lic down to be ſaddled 
< with wooden ſhoes! Sit, I infilt upon 
< diately , to prevent worſe conſequences , 
Sir, Lift upon it.” I was going to 
repeat my remonfirances; but jull then 
we heard a footman's rap at the door, 
and the two ladies emed out, As fore 
s death, there is our maker and mil- 
<treſs come bome.” It ſeems, my enter- 
tainer was all this while ealy the butler, 
who, in his maſter's abſence, had 2 
ming to cut a figure, and before a while 
the geatleman himielf; and, to ſay the 
truth, be talked politicks as well as 
could now exceed my confubtoen, upon 
Feeing the gentleman, and his lady 
enter; nor was their furprice, at finding 
Lach company and good cheer, lefs than 
ours. < Gentlemen ,” ed the real maker 
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of the houſe, to me and my companion, 


<ſervants; but I proteſt” this is f - 


< under the obligation.” However un- 
theirs, 1 am fore, was fill more fo t 
us, and I was ruck dumb with the 
when, whom ſhould I next fee enter he 
who was formerly debgned to be married 
to my fon George; but hot match was 
broken of, as already related. As foon 
2s The ſaw me, ſhe fer to wy arms 
with the utmoſt joy. M dear Sir,” 
cried ſhe, to what happy accident is 
it that we owe fo unexpected a it? 
«I am fare my uncle and aunt will be 
in raptures when they find they have 
< the good Dr. Primroſe for their puck.” 
Upon bearing my name, the old pentle- 
man and lady very ts” Soha 
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and welcomed me with the moſt cordial 
hoſpitality. Nor could they forbear ſmiling 
upon being informed of the nature of my 
preſent viſit: but the. unfortunate butler, 
whom they at firſt; ſeemed diſpoſed, to 
turn away, was at my eker lar 
given. 

. Mr. Arnold and his Jody, to —— 
the houſe belonged now, infed upon 
having the pleaſure of my ſtay for ſome 
days, and as their niece, my, caarm- 
ing pupil, whoſe mind, in ſome mea- 
ſure, had been formed under my own 
infiructions, joined in their intreaties , 
I complicd, That night I was ſhewn to 
a magnificent chamber, and the next 
morning early, Miſs Wilmot defired to 
walk with me in the garden, which was 
deeorated in the modern manner, After 
ſome time ſpent in pointing out the beau- 
ties of the place , ſhe inquired, with 
ſeeming unconcern, when la I had heard 


from my ſon George. Alas! Madam,” 


. 
« years abſent, without ever writing to 
* his friends or me. Where he ãs I know 
*not; perhaps I ſhall never ſee: him or 
c happineſs more. No, my dear Madam, 
<< we ſhall never more ſee ſuch pleafing 
hours as were once ſpent by our fire- 
<< fide at Wakefield. My little family 
cc are now diſperſing very faft, and pover- 
*ty has brought not only want, but 
*<;infamy upon us. The good-natured 
girl let fall a tear at this account; but 
as I ſaw her poſleſſed of too much ſen- 
fbility, I forbore a more minute detail 
of our ſufferings. It was, however, ſome 
conſolation to me to find that time had 
made no alteration in her affections, 
and that ſhe had rejected ſeveral matches 
that had been made her fince our leaving 
her part of the country. She led me round 
all the extenfive improvements of the 
place, pointing to the ſeveral walks and 
arbours, and at the ſame time catching 
SY 
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He ſeemed to be very warm in the praiſes 
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from every object a hint for ſorhe ner 
queſtion relative to my ſon. In-this man- 
ner we ſpent the ſorenoon, till the bell 
ſummoned us to dinner, where we found 
the manager of the firolling company 
that I mentioned before, who was come 
to diſpoſe of tickets forthe Fair Penitent, 
which was to be acted that evening, the 
part of Horatio by a young gentleman 
who had never appeared on any fiage. 


of the new performer, and averred, that 
he never ſaw any who bid ſo fair for ex- 
cellence. Acting, he obſerved, was not 
learned in a day; But this gentleman ,” 
continued he, ſeems born to tread the 
< ſtage. His voice, his figure, and at- 
<< titudes ,- are all admirable. We caught 
< him up accidentally in our journey 
* down. This account, in ſome mea- 
fure, excited our curiofity, and, at the 


intreaty of the ladies, I was prevailed 


upon to accompany them to the play- 
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* which was no other than x barg. 
As the company with which, I went, was 
inconteſiably the chief of the places, we 


were received with the greateſt reſpectm, 


and placed in the front ſeat of, the thea- 


his appearance. The new performer 3 
vanced at laſi; and let parents think of 


it was my unfortunate ſon. He was going - 


to begin; when, turning his eyes; upon 


the audience, he perceived Mis Wilmot 


and me, and flood at once ſpeechleſs 
and immoveable, The actors behind the 
ſcene, who aſcribed this pauſe to his 


natural timidity , attempted to encourage 


into a flood of tears, and retized off the 


. Rage. I don't know what were my feel- 


ings on this occakon; for they ſucceeded 
with too much rapidity for deſeription : 
but I was ſoon awaked from this diſa- 


tre; where, we ati for ſome, tin with 
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meaning. At intervals ſhe would take a 
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greeable reverie by Miſs Wilmot, who, 
Pale and with a trembling voice, defir- 
ed me to conduct her back to her uncle's. 
When got home, Mr. Arnold , who was 
as yet à ſtranger to our extraordinary 
behaviour , being informed that the new 
performer was my ſon, ſeut his coach, 
and invitation ; for him; and as he per- 
fified in his refuſal to appear again upon 
the” flage, the players put another in 
his place, and we ſoon bad him with 
us. Mr.” Arnold gave him the kindeſt 
uſual tranſport: for I could never coun- 
terſeit a falſe reſentment. Miſs Wilmot's 
reception was mixed with ſeeming ne- 
glect, and yet I could perceive [he acted 


a fiudied part. The tumult in her mind 


ſeemed not yet abated; ſhe ſaid twenty 
giddy things that looked like joy, and 
then laughed loud at her own want of 


fly peep at the glaſs, as if happy in 
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1 7 
giving any manner of attention to the 
anſwers. 1 8 2 = 3 | 
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AFTER we had ſupped,, Mrs. Arnold 
poitely offered to ſend a couple of her 
foctmen for my ſon's baggage, which 
he at firft ſeemed to decline; but upon 
he preſſing the requeſt, he was obliged 
to inform her, that a flick and a wallet 
were all the moveable things upon this 
<earth that he could boaſt of. < Why , 
c, my lon,” cried I, you left me 
but poor, and poor I find you are 
* come back; and yet I make no doubt 
«you have ſeen a great deal of tha 
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<<werld.”— —< Yes, Sir,” replied my 
fon, but travelling after fortune, is 
not the way to ſecure her; and, indeed, 
*< of late, I have deſiſled from the purſuit.” 
— —*T fancy, Sir,” cried Mrs. Arnold, 
<that the account of your adventures 
would be amuſing: the firſt part of 
them I have often heard from my niece; 
* but could the company prevail for the 
<reft, it would be an additional obli- 
* gation.” — —< Madam, replied my 
ſon, I promiſe you the pleafure you 
< have in hearing, will not be half fo 
i << preat as my vanity in repeating them, 
. <and yet in the whole narrative I can 
© *< ſcarce promiſe you one adventure, as 
my account is rather of what I ſaw, 
than what I did. The firſt misfortune 
of my life, which you all know, was 
NH great, but though it diſtreſt, it could 
> not fink me. No perſon ever had a 
| < better knack at hoping than I. The lefs 
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< more I expected” from ber another; 
«and being now at the bottom of her 
< wheel, every new revolution might 
lift, but cbuld not depreſs me. I pro- 
<< ceeded , therefore, towards London in 
<< a fine morning , uo way uncaſy about 
< that carolled by the road; and com- 
** ſorted myſelf with reflecting , abat Lon- 
ce don was the mart where abilities of 
«© every kind were ſure of W 
<« ſtinction and reward.” 

<< Upon my arrival i in town, Sir, my 
* firſt care was to deliver your letter of 
2 lation to our -coufin, who 
c. was n in little better — 
<know, Sir, was to be uſher at an acade. 
my, and I aſked his advice on the af- 
< with à true Sardonic grin.” ye, 
cried he, © this is indeed a very prettyca- 


reer that has been chalked out for you. 1 
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te have been an uſher to a boarding - ſchool 


te myſelf ; and may L die by an anodyne 
| ** necklace, but I had rather be an under- 
te turnkey in Newgate. I was up early 
and late: I was brow-beat by the 
< maſter, hated for my ugly face by the 
, miſtreſs, worried by the boys within, 


< and never permitted to ſtir out to meet 
cc civility abroad. But are you ſure you 


© are fit for a ſchool? Let me examine 
«you a little. Have you been bred 
« apprentice to the buſineſs? No.“ 
c Then you won't do for a ſchool. Can 
tc you»dreſs the boys hair?“ No.“ 
Then you won't do for a ſchool. Have 
* you had the [mall-pox?” No.“ Then 
«you won't do for a ſchool. Can you lie 
< three in a bed?” No.“ Then you 
* will never do fora ſchool. Have you got 
% good Rlomach?” . Yes.” Then you 
* will by no means do for a ſchool, No, 
Sir, if you are for a genteel eaſy pro- 
« feſſion, bind yourſelf ſeven years as 
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© an apprentice to turn a cutlet's wheel; 
« but avoid a ſchool by any means. Yet 
come, continued he, I ſee you are 
« a lad of ſpirit and ſome learning, what 
« do you think of commencing author, 
„like me? You have read in books, no 
© doubt, of men of genius ſtarving at the 
ce trade: at preſent Fil ſhew you forty 


very dull fellows about town that live 


„by it in opulence; all honeſt jogtrot 
e men, who go on ſmoothly and dully , 
« and write hiftory and politicks, and 
<< are praiſed: men, Sir, who, had they 
< heen bred coblers, would all their lives 
«have only mended ſhoes, but never 
made them.” 

« Finding that there was no great 
« degree of gentility affixed to the cha- 
« racter of an uſher, I reſolved to accept 
his propoſal; and having the higheſt 
<< reſpect for literature, hailed the anti- 
* qua mater of Grub-fireet with reve- 
*rence. I thought it my glory to purſue 

* 1 r 


«a track which Dryden and Otway trod 
<< before me. I conlidered the goddeſs of 
* this region as the parent of excellence; 
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ce and however an intercourſe with the 
ce world might give us good-ſenſe, the 
<< poverty ſhe granted I ſuppoſed to be 
te the nurſe of genius! Big with theſe 
< reflections, I ſat down, and finding 
< that the belt things remained to be 
« ſaid on the wrong fide, I reſolved to 
cc write a book that ſhould be wholly 
ec new. I therefore dreſt up three para- 
r doxes with ſome ingenuity. They were 
*falle, indeed, but they were new. The 
«jewels of truth have been ſo often im- 
<« ported by others, that nothing was 
< left for me to import but ſome ſplendid 
< things that at a diſtance looked every 
<« bit as well. Witnels, you powers, what 
<« fancied importance ſate perched upon 
my quill while I was writing. The 
< whole learned world, Lmade no doubt, 
« would riſe to oppoſe my ſyſtems; but 
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«then I was prepared to oppoſe the 
„whole learned world. Like the por- 
*cupine I ſate ſelf-collected , with a 
<< quill pointed againſt every oppoſer.“ 

Well ſaid, my boy,” cried I, and 
c what ſubject did you treat. upon? I 
hope you did not pals over the im- 
* portance of Monogamy. But I inter- 
*rupt, go on; you publiſhed your pa- 
«© radoxes; well, and what did the learn- 
ed world ſay to your paradoxes ?” 

« Sir,” replied my ſon, © the learned 
«world laid nothing to my paradoxes 
* nothing at all, Sir. Every man of them 
qs employed in praifing his friends 
and himſelf, or condemning his ene- 
mies; and unfortunately, as I had 
neither, I ſuffered the cruelleſt mor- 
« tification, neglect. - 

„As I was meditating one day in a 
<« coffee-houle on the fate of my para- 
« doxes, a little man happening to enter 
*the room, placed himſelf in the box 
SM 
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«before me, and after ſome preliminary 


« diſcourſe, finding me to be a ſcholar, 
« drew out a bundle of propoſals, beg- 
«c -ing me to ſubſcribe to a new edition 
tc he was going to give the world of 
<« Propertius, with notes. This demand 
< neceſſarily produced a reply that 1 
« had no money; and that conceſſion 
* led him to inquire into the nature of 
© my expectations. Finding that my ex- 
* pectations were juſt as great as my 
*<purle, I ſee,” cried he, you are 
* unacquainted with the town. I'll teach 
«you a part of it. Look at theſe pro- 
„ polals; upon thele very propoſals I 
have ſubfifted very comfortably for 
„twelve years. The moment a nobleman 
© returns from his travels, a Creolian 
arrives from Jamaica, or a dowager 
from her country-leat, I firike for a 
<* ſubſcription. I frft befiege their hearts 
with flattery, and then pour in my 
« propelals at the breach. If they ſub- 


_- 


„%%% ᷣ ᷣ . ] NF: 9 I Og, ðò 3 


or WAKEFIELD. 2322 
ſerĩibe readily the firſt time, I renew 
© my requeſt to beg a dedication fee. If 
<« they let me have that, I ſmite them 
<« once more for engraving their coat of 
arms at the top. Thus,” continued he, 
„ live by vanity, and laugh at it. But 
«between ourſelves, I 2m now too well 
«known, I ſhould be glad to borrow 
*your face a bit: a nobleman of diſlinc- 
tion has juft returned from Italy; my 
face is familiar to his porter; but if 
*you bring this copy of verſes, my life 
* for it you ſucceed, and we divide the 
„ ſpoil.” 

<< Bleſs us, George, cried I, and 
is this the employment of poets now? 
© Do men of their exalted talents thus 
< ftoop to beggary ? Can they lo far diſ- 
* -race their calling, as to make a vile 
< traffic of praiſe for bread?” 

O no, Sir,” returned he, a true 
< poet can never be ſo baſe; for wher- 
*ever there is genius there is pride. The 
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creatures I now deſcribe are only beg · 
« -ars in rhyme. The real poet, as he 
braves every hardſhip for ſame, ſo he 
eis equally a coward to contempt; and 
* none but thoſe who are unworthy pro- 
< tection, condeſcend to ſolicit it.” 
« Having a mind too proud to fioop 
*to ſuch indignities , and yet a fortune 
too humble to hazard a ſecond attempt 
for fame, I was now obliged to take 
* a middle courſe, and write for bread. 
„But I was unqualified for a profeſſion 
here mere indufiry alone was to 
<;nſure ſuccels. 1 could not ſuppreſs my 
<« lurking paſſion for applauſe; but uſual- 
ly conlumed that time in efforts after 
* excellence which takes up but little 
*< room, when it ſhould have been more 
% advantageouſly employed in the diffu- 
< five productions of fruitful mediocrity, 


„My little piece would therefore come 


forth in the midſt of periodical pub- 


* lication, unnoticed and unknown. The 
* 
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te public were more importantly employ- 
«ed than to obſerve the eaſy ſimplicity of 
© my liyle, or the harmony of my peri- 
eds. Sheet after ſheet was thrown off to 
c oblivion. My eſſays were buried among 
ce the ellays upon liberty, eaftern tales, 
and cures for the bite of a mad dog; 
« while Philautos, Philalethes , Phile- 
< lutheros , and Philanthropos, all wrote 
better, becaule they wrote faſter, 
than I.” | 
Now, therefore, » I began to aſlo- 
« ciate with none but diſappointed au- 
„ thors, like myſelf, who praiſed, de- 
<« plored, and deſpiſed each other. The 
cc ſatisfaction we found in every celebrat- 
« ed writer's attempts, was, inverſely as 
< their merits, I found that no genius in 
c another could pleale me. My unfor- 
<tunate paradoxes had entirely dried 
<< up that ſource of comfort. 1 could nei- 
<< ther read nor write with ſatisfaction ; for 
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excellence in another was my averſion, 
< and writing was my trade.” 

eln the midſt of theſe gloomy reflee- 
cc tions, as I was one day fitting on a 
«bench in St. James's park, a young 


« gentleman of diftinction , who had been 


* my intimate acquaintance at the uni- 
<< verfity, approached me. We ſaluted 
«each other with ſome hefitation, he 
« almokt aſhamed of being known to one 


« who made fo ſhabby an appearance, 


and I afraid of a repulſe. But my ſu- 
« ſpicions ſoon vaniſhed; for Ned Thorn- 
hill was at the bottom a very good 
« natured fellow.” _ | 

« What did you ſay, George?” in- 
terrupted I. Thornhill! was not that 
* his name? It can certainly be no other 
„than my landlord.” — —< Bleſs me op 
cried Mrs. Arnold, is Mr. Thornhill 
<« ſo near a neighbour of your's?- He has 
long been a friend in our family, and 
«we expect a viſit from him ſhortly.” 
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« My friend's firft tare,” continued 
my ſon, was to alter my appearance 
by a very fine ſuit of his own clothes, 
„and then I was admitted to his table 
<< yupon+the footing of half- friend, half. 
* underling. My bufineſs was to attend 
<« him at auctions, to put him in ſpirits 
* when he ſat for his picture, to take 
«the left-hand in his chariot when not 
filled by another, and to allifi at tat- 
* tering a kip, as the phraſe was, when 
« we had a mind for a frolic. Beſide 
this, I had twenty other little employ- 
ments in the family. I was to do many 
<« ſmall things without bidding; to carry 
« the cork-[crew; to ſtand Godfather to 
<«<all the butler's children; to fing when 
I was bid; to be never out of humour; 
<«< always to be humble; and, if I could, 
eto be very happy.” 

In this honourable poſt, however, 
„J was not without a rival. A captain 
<< of marines, who was formed for the 
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<« place by nature, oppoſed me in my 
< patron's affections. | His mother had 
* been laundreſs to a man of quality, 
< and thus he early acquired a taſie for 
<< pimping and pedigree. As this gentle- 
<< man made it the fiudy of his life to 
ce be acquainted with lords, though he 
<« was diſmiſſed from ſeveral for his fiu- 
ce pidity; yet he found many of them 
< who were as dull as himſelf, that 
< permitted his aſſiduities. As flattery 
< was his trade, he practiſed it with the 
<« eafieft addreſs imaginable; but it came 
c aukward and fiiff from me; and as 
<< every day my patron's defire of flatte- 
* ry increaſed, ſo every hour, being bet- 
<ter acquainted with his defects, I be- 
« came more unwilling to give it. Thus 
<<I was once more fairly going to give 
up the field to the captain, when my 
* friend found occafion for my aſliftance. 
This was nothing leſs than to fight a 
* duel for him, with a gentleman whoſe 
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ce fifter it was pretended he had ud ill. 
<<I readily complied with his requeſt, 
*<and though I ſee you are diſpleaſed 
at my conduct, yet as it was a debt 
< indiſpenſably due to friendſhip , I could 
not refuſe. I undertook the affair, diſ- 
<< armed my antagonift, and ſoon after 
had the pleaſure of finding that the lady 
ewas only a woman of the town, and 
de the fellow her bully and a ſharper. 
This piece of ſervice was repaid with 
«< the warmeſt profeſſions of gratitude; 
ce but as my friend was to leave town 
<in a few days, he knew no other me- 
ce thod of ſerving me, but by recommend- 
ing me to his uncle Sir William Thorn- 
chill, and another nobleman of great 
<< diftinction, who enjoyed a poſi under 
«the government. When he was gone, 
< my firſi care was to carry his recom- 
* mendatory letter to his uncle, a man 
* whole character for every virtue was 
© univerſal, yet juſt. I was received by 
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er his ſervants with the moſt hoſpitable 
* ſmiles; for the looks of the domellicks 
s ever tranſmit their maſter's benevolence. 
„Being ſhewn into a grand apartment, 
* where Sir William ſoon came to me, 
1 delivered my meſlage and letter, 
„ which he read, and after pauſing ſome 
minutes, Pray, Sir,” cried he, „in- 
form me what you have done for my 
cc kinſman, to deſerve this warm recom- 
* mendation? But I ſuppoſe, Sir, I gueſs 
« your Merits, you have fought for him; 
* and ſo you would expect a reward 
* from me, for being the infirument of 
his vices. I wiſh, fincerely wiſh, that 
my preſent refuſal may be ſome puniſh- 
« ment for your guilt; but fiill more, 
that it may be ſome inducement to 
«your repentance.” — — The ſeverity 
of this rebuke I bore patiently , becauſe 
«I knew it was juſt, My whole expec- 
t tations now, therefore, lay in my 
letter to the great man. As the doors 
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of the nobility are almoſt ever beſet 
with beggars, all ready to thruſt in 
& ſome ſly petition, I found it no ealy 
„matter to gain admittance. However, 
after bribing the ſervants with half my 
„ worldly fortune, I was at laſt ſhewn 
into a ſpacious apartment, my letter 
being previouſly ſent up for his lord- 
«ſhip's inſpections. During this anxious 
< interval I had full time to look round 


„me. Every thing was grand, and of 


ec happy contrivance: the paintings, the 
« furniture, the gildings, petrified me 
with awe, and raiſed my idea of the 
ner. Ah, thought I to myſelf, how 
c very great muſt the poſſeſſor of all theſe 


things be, who carries in his head the 


„ bufineſs of the ſtate, and whole houle 
*« diſplays half the wealth of a kingdom: 
* ſure his genius muſt be unfathomable! 
« During theſe awful reflections I heard 
* a ftep come heavily forward. Ah, this 
**1s the great man himſelf! No, it was 
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= only a chambermaid. Another foot was 
| « heard ſoon after. This muff be He! 
No, it was only the great man's valet 
© de chambre. At laſt his lordſhip actual- 
«ly made his appearance. Are you, 
«cried he, the bearer of this here let- 
et ter?” I anſwered with a bow. I learn 
„ by this,” continued he, as how that 
«« — —But juſt at that inftant a ſervant 
« delivered him a card; and without 
taking farther notice, he went out of 
* the room, and left me to digeſt my 
* own happineſs at leiſure. I ſaw no 
* more of him, till told by a footman 
* that his lordſhip was going to his coach 
* at the door. Down I immediately fol- 
© lowed, and joined my voice to that 
© of three or four more, who came, like 
* me, to petition for favours. His lord - 
hip, however, went too faſt for us, 
and was gaining his chariot door with 
* large firides, when I hallooed out to 
„know if I was to have any reply. He 
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te was by this time got in, and Huttered 
“an anſwer, half of which only I heard, 
the other half was loft in the rattling 
of his chariot wheels. I flood for ſome 
„time with my neck firetched out, in 
„the poſture of one that was liſtening 
to catch the glorious ſounds, till, look- 
ing round me, I found myſelf alone 
< at his lordſhip's gate.“ 

My patience,” continued my ſon, 
was now quite exhauſted: flung with 
<* the thouſand indignities I had met with, 
„J was willing to caſt myſelf away, 
* and only wanted the gulph to receive 
* me. I regarded mylelf as one of thoſe 
< vile things that nature defigned ſhould 
© be thrown by into her lumber-room, 
te there to -periſh in obſcurity. I had Kill, 
* however, half a guinea left, and of 
*that I thought fortune herſelf ſhould 
* not deprive me: but in order to be 
© ſure of this, I was reſolved to go in- 
* ftantly and ſpend it while I had it, 
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* and then truft to occurrences for the 
6 reſt. As I was going along with this re- 
* ſolution, it happened that Mr. Criſpe's 
* office ſeemed invitingly open to give 
* me a welcome reception. In this office 
Mr. Criſpe kindly offers all his ma- 

«<;elty's ſubjects a generous promile of 
<230 L a year, for which promiſe all 
* they give in return is their liberty for 
<< life, and permiſſion to let him tranſ- 
<< port them to America as ſlaves. I was 
happy at finding a place where I could 
<lole my fears in deſperation, and enter- 
ed this cell, for it had the appearance 
* of one, with the devation of a monallic. 
Here I found à number of poor crea- 
< tures, all in circumfiances like my- 
<« ſelf, expecting the arrival of Mr. 
« Crilpe , preſenting a true epitome of 
* Engliſh impatience. Each untractable 
« foul at variance with fortune, wreak- 
* ed her injuries on their own hearts: 
* but Mr. Criſpe at laſt came down, 
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* and all our murmurs were huſhed. He 
c deigned to regard me with an air of 
% peculiar approbation, and indeed he 
„was the firſt man who for a month 
<< paſt talked to me with ſmiles. After 
* a few queſtions, he found I was fit 
* for every thing in the world. He pauſ- 
ed a while upon the propereſt means 
<« of providing for me, and ſlapping his 
* forehead, as if he had found it, aſſur- 
„ed me, that there was at that time 
«© an embaſly talked of from the ſynod 
« of Penſylvania to the Chickaſaw In- 
ce di ans, and that he would uſe his intereft 
to get me made ſecretary. I knew in 
my own heart that the fellow lied, 
and yet his promiſe gave me pleaſure, 
ve there was ſTmething ſo magnificent in 
the ſound. I fairly, therefore, divided 
my half guinea, one half of which went 
* to be added to his thirty thouland 
pounds, and with the other half I re- 
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« ſolved to go to the next tavern, to be 
there more happy than he. 


<< As I was going out with that reſo- 
«lution, I was met at the door by the 


< captain of a ſhip, with whom I had 


formerly ſome little atquaintance, and 
* he agreed to be my companion over 
* a bowl of punch. As I never choſe to 
make a ſecret of my circumfiances, he 
de aſſured me that I was upon the very 
point of ruin, in liftening to the office- 
*keeper's promiſes; for that he only 
e defigned to ſell me to the plantations. 
*< But,” continued he, I fancy you 
„ might, by a much ſhorter voyage, be 
© very eafily put into a genteel way of 
„ bread. Take my advice. My ſhip ſails 
* to-morrow for Amſterdam: what if you 
go in her as a paſſenger? The moment 
« you land, all you have to do is to 
teach the Dutchmen Engliſk;, and I'll 
* warrant you'll get pupils and money 
* enough. I ſuppoſe you underfiand Eng- 
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«liſh,” added he, by this time, or 
«the deuce is in it.” I confidently aſſur- 
< ed him of that; but expreſſed a doubt 
< whether the Dutch would be willing 
* to learn Engliſh. He affirmed with an 
<< oath that they were fond of it to dil- 
< traction; and upon that affirmation I 
<< agreed with his propoſal, and embarks 
*ed the next day to teach the Dutch 
* Engliſh in Holland. The wind was 
< fair, our voyage ſhort, and after hav- 
ing paid my pallage with half my move- 
*< ables, I found myſelf, fallen as from 
* the ſkies, a firanger in one of the prin- 
t cipal fireets of Amfterdam. In this ſitua · 
*tion I was unwilling to let any time 
„ pals unemployed in teaching. I addreſ- 
* ſed myſelf therefore to two or three 
of thoſe I met, whoſe appearance ſeem- 
ed moli promiling; but it was impol- 
<« 5ble to make ourſelves mutually un- 
* derftood. It was not till this very mo» 
ment I recollected, that in order to 
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„teach Dutchmen Engliſh, it was negel. 
« ſary that they ſhould firfi teach me 
„Dutch. How I came to overlook ſo 
obvious an objection, is to me amaz 
* ing; but certain it is I overlooked it.” 
This ſcheme thus blown up, I had 
«* ſome thoughts of fairly ſhipping back 
*to England again; but happening into 
* company with an Iriſh ſtudent, who 
as returning from Louvain, our con- 
« verlationiturning upon topicks of lite- 
*rature, (for, by the way, it may be 
* oblerved , that I always forgot the 
„ meanneſs of my circumfiances when I 
* could converſe upon ſuch ſubjects ;) from 
„him I learned, that there were not iwo 
men in his whole univerfity who un- 
* derftood Greek. This amazed me. I 
<< inſtantly reſolved to travel to Louvain, 
*and there live by teaching Greek; and 
in this defign I was heartened by my 
* brother ſtudent, who threw out ſome 
s hints that a fortune might be got by it.” 
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<<T ſet boldly forward the next morn- 
eing. Every day leſſened the burden of 
my moveables , like Aeſop and his 
„ baſket of bread; for I paid them for 
my lodgings to the Dutch as I travel- 
<led on. When I came to Louvain, I 
as reſolved not to go ſneaking to the 
lower profeſſors, but openly tendered 
© my talents to the principal himſelf. I 
cent, had admitiance, and offered him 
* my ſervice as a maſter of the Greek 
„language, which I had been told was 
*© a defideratum in this univerſity. The 
© principal ſeemed at firſt to doubt of 
*© my abilities; but of theſe I offered to 
*© convince him, by turning a part of any 
„Greek author he ſhould fix upon into 
Latin. Findiag me perfectly earneft in 
my propoſal, he addreſſed me thus: 
* You ſee me, young man,” continued 
“he; *I never learned Greek, and I 
don't find that I have ever milled it. 
„J have had a doctor's cap and gown 
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< without Greek; I have ten thouſand 
<florins a year without Greek; I eat 
< heartily without Greek; and in ſhort,” 
continued he, as I don t know Greek, 
I do not believe there is any good 
Sin It.” 

I was now too far from home to 
«think of returning; ſo I reſolved to go 
< forward. I had ſome knowledge of 
„ mukc, with a tolerable voice; I now 
< turned what was once my amuſement 
<<:into a preſent means of ſubfifience. I 
<palled among the harmleſs peaſants 
of Flanders, and among ſuch of the 
French as were poor enough to be very 
< merry; for I ever found them fpright- 
ly in proportion to their wants. VWhen- 
« ever I approached a peaſants houſe, 
< towards night-fall, I played one of 
<my moi merry tunes, and that pro- 
< cured me not only Oo lodging, bat 
< fabSficnce for the next day. I once or 
< twice attempted to play fc: people of 
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* faſhion; but they always thought my 
<< performance odious, and never re- 
< warded me even with a trifle. This 
< was to me the more extraordinary, 
A whenever I uſed in better days to 
<* play for company, when playing was 
< my amuſement, my mufic never failed 
«to throw them into raptures, and the 
© ladies eſpecially; but as it was now 
< my only means, it was received with 
© contempt: a proof how ready the world 
* to under-rate thoſe talents by which 
* man is ſupported. 

< In this manner I proceeded to Pa- 
<< ris, with no defign but juſt to look 
« bout me, and then to go forward. 
*The people of Paris are much fonder 
« of rangers that have money, than of 
<< thoſe that have wit. As I could not 
« bozt muck of cither, I was no great 
= favourite. Aſter walking about the 
toi four or fire days, and ſeeing the 
*< outhdes of the beſt houſes, I was pre- 
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*< paring to leave this retreat of venal 
= hoſpitality ; when palling through one 
< of the principal fireets, whom ſhould 
<I meet but our couſin, to whom you 
<firſt recommended me! This meeting 
<< was very agreeable to me, and I be- 
< Heve not diſpleafing to him. He inquir- 
«ed into the nature of my journey to 
Paris, and informed me of his own 
< bufineſs there, which was to collect 
< pictures, medals, intaglios, and anti- 
*<ques of all kinds, for a gentleman in 
London, who had jufi flept into tafie 
and a large fortune. I was the more 
* ſurpriſed at ſeeing our coufin pitched 
upon for this office, as he himſelf had 
<* often aſſured me be knew nothing of 
<the matter. Upon aſking how he had 
been taught the art of a connoſcento 
*ſo very ſuddenly, he aſſured me that 
nothing was more caly. The whole 
* ſecret conhfied in a firict idherence to 
= wo rules: the one always to obſerve, 
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< that the picture might have been better 
if the painter had taken more pains; 
«and the other, to praiſe the works of 
Pietro Perugino. © But,” ſays he, as 
J once taught you how to be an author 
= LOS Til now undertake to in- 

c firuct you in the art of pĩeture- buying 

„With this propoſal I very readily 
te cloſed, as it was living, and now all 
< my ambition was to live. I went there- 
<« fore to his lodgings, improved my 
* dreſs by his alifiance, and after ſome 
„time, accompanied him to auctions of 
<<pictures , where the Engliſh gentry 
te were expected to be purchaſers. I was 
not 2 little ſurpriſed at bis intimacy 
<< with people of the befi faſhion, who 
<< referred themſelves to his judgment, 
<< upon every picture or medal, as to an 
< unerring flandard of tale. He made 
<< very good uſe of my aſſiſtance upon 
cc theſe occatons; for when aſked his 
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« opinion, he would gravely take me 
« afide, and aſk mine, ſhrug, look wiſe, 
<return, and aſſure the company, that 
che could give no opinion upon an af- 
fair of ſo much importance. Yet there 
<< was ſometimes an occafion for a more 


* ſupported aſſurance. I remember to 


have ſeen him, after giving his opi- 


* nion that the colouring of a picture was 
not mellow enough, very deliberately 
tc take a bruſh with brown varniſh, that 


© was accidentally lying by, and rub it 


over the piece with great compoſure 
© before all the company, and then aſk 
<< if he had not improved the tints.” 

«© When he had finiſhed his commil- 
* ſion in Paris, he left me firongly recom- 
< mended to ſeveral men of difiinction, 
as a perſon very proper for a travel- 
« ling tutor; and after ſome time I was 
< employed in that capacity by a gentle- 
*man who brought his ward to Paris, 
*in order to ſet him forward on his tour 
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* through Europe. I was to be the young 
«© gentleman's governour, but with a pro- 
e viſo* that he ſhould always be per- 
*< mitted to govern himſelf. My pupil in 
< fact underſtood the art of guiding, in 
*© money concerns, much better than I. 
He was heir to a fortune of about two 
hundred thouſand pounds, left him by 
C r uncle in the Wefſi-Indies; and his 
e -uardians , qualify him for the ma- 
nagement of it, had bound him ap- 
tc prentice to an attorney. Thus avarice 
© was his prevailing pallion : all his queſ- 
< tions on the road were how much mo- 
ce ney might be ſaved; which was the 
ce leaſi expenfive courſe of travel; whe. 
ce ther any thing could be bought that 
* would turn to account when diſpoſed 
of again in London. Such curiofities 
on the way as could be ſeen for no- 
te thing he was ready enough to look at; 
< but if the fight of them was to be 
<< paid for, he uſually aſſerted that he 
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had been told they where not worth 


« ſeeing. He never paid a bill that he 
<<would not obſerve, how amazingly 
tc expenſive travelling was; and all this 
* though he was not yet twenty-one. 
When arrived at Leghorn, as we took 
„ walk to look at the port and ſhip- 
* ping, he inquired the expenſe of the 
e paſſage by ſea home to England. This 
* he was informed was but a trifle, 
* compared to his returning by land, 
* he was therefore unable to withfland 
© the temptation; ſo paying me the ſmall 
„part of my ſalary that was due, he 
* took leave, and embarked with only 
one attendant for London.” 

„I now therefore was left once more 
«upon the world at large; but then it 
* was a thing I was uſed to. However, 
my {kill in muſic could avail me no- 
< thing in a country where every peaſant 
ce was a better muſician than I; but by 
* this time I had acquired another ta- 
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«lent, which anſwered my purpoſe as 
well, and this was a ſkill in diſputa- 
<< tion. In all the foreign univerſities and 
<*« convents, there are upon certain days 
<« philoſophical theſes maintained againſt 
cc every adventitious diſputant; for which, 
„if the champion oppoſed with any dex- 
cc terity , he can claim a gratuity in mo- 
* ney , a dinner, anda bed for one night. 
<< In this manner, therefore, I fought my 
© way towards England; walked along 
«from city to city; examined mankind 
more nearly; and, if I may ſo expreſs 
*it, ſaw both fides of the picture. My 
«© remarks, however, are but few: 1 
found that monarchy was the beft 
« government for the poor to live in, 
„and commonwealths for the rich. I 
c found that riches in general were in 
© every country another name for free- 
dom; and that no man is fo fond of 
<© liberty himſelf, as not to be defirous 
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< of ſubjecting the will of ſome individu- 
* als in ſociety to his own.” 
Upon my arrival in England, I re- 
<« ſolved to pay my reſpects firſt to you, 
and then to inlift as a volunteer in 
<« the firft expedition that was going for- 
* wards; but on my journey down, my 
<* reſolutions were changed, by meeting 
an old acquaintance, who I found be- 


„ longed to a company of comedians, 


* that were going to make a ſummer 
© campaign in the country. The com- 
<< pany ſeemed not much to diſapprove 
* of me for an allociate. They all, 
*< however, apprized me of the impor- 
« tance of the taſk at which I aimed: 
„that the public was a many-headed 
* moniter, and that only ſuch as had 
© very good heads could pleaſe it; that 
« acting was not to be learnt in a day; 
t and that without ſome traditional 
* ſhrugs, which had been on the fiage, 


<« and only on the fiage, theſe hundred 


L » 
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<« years, L could never pretend to pleaſe. 
The next difficulty was in fitting me 
with parts, as almoſt every character 
ic was in keeping. I was driven for ſome 
* time from one character to another till 
at lat Horatio was fixed upon, which 
te the preſence of the preſent company 
* has happily hindered me from acting.“ 


CHAP. XXL 


The ſhort continuance of friendſkip 
amongft the vicious, which is coeval 
only with mutual ſatisfaction. 


My ſon's account was too long to be 
delivered at once, the firft part of it 
was begun that night, and he was con- 
cluding the reft after dinner the next 
day, when the appearance of Mr. Thorn- 
hill's equipage at the door ſeemed to 
make a paule in the general ſatisfaction. 
The butler, who was now become my 
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friend in the family, informed me with 1 
a whiſper, that the Squire had already t 
made {ome overtures to Miſs Wilmot, 1 
and that her aunt and uncle ſeemed high- 1 
ly to approve the match. Upon Mr. 1 
Thornhill's entering, he ſeemed, at ſeeing 0 
my fon and me, to fart back; but 1 c 
readily imputed that to ſurpriſe, and 
not diſpleaſure. However, upon our ad- 
vancing to ſalute him, he returned our 
greeting with the moſt apparent candour; 
and after a ſhort time, his preſence ſerv- 
ed only to increaſe the general good 
humour. 5 
Aſter tea he called me afide, to in- 
quire after my daughter; but upon my 
informing him that my inquiry was un- 
ſucceſsful, he ſeemed greatly ſurpriſed; 
adding, that he had been fince frequent- 
Iy at my houle, in order to comfort the 
ret of my family, whom he left perfect- 
ty well. He then aſked if I had com- 
municated her misſortune to Miſs Wil- 
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mot, or my ſon : and upon my replying | 


that I had not told them as yet, he great- 
ly approved my prudence and precau- 


tion, defiring me by all means to keep 


it a ſecret: «For at beſt,” cried be, it 
is but divulging one's own infamy; 
<< and perhaps Miſs Livy may not be fo 
< guilty as we all imagine.” We were 
here interrupted by a ſervant , who came 
to alk the Squire in, to fiand up at 
country-dances ; ſo that he left me quite 
pleaſed with the interefi he ſeemed to 


take in my concerns. His addreſſes, ho- 


ever, to Miſs Wilmot, were too obvious 
to be mifiaken; and yet ſhe ſeemed not 
perfectly pleaſed, but bore them rather 
in compliance to the will of her aunt, 
than from real inclination. I had even 
the ſatisfaction to ſee her laviſh ſome 


kind looks upon my unfortunate ſon , 


which the other could neither extort by 
his fortune nor aſſiduity. Mr. Thorahill's 
ſeeming compoſure, however, not a little 


co (Tov Win 


ſurpriſed me: we had now continued 


here a week, at the preſſing inſtances 
of Mr. Arnold; but each day the more 
tenderneſs Miſs Wilmot ſhewed my ſon,, 
Thornhill's friendſhip ſeemed. propor- 
tionably to increaſe for him, 

He had formerly made us the moſt 
kind aſſurances of ufing his intereſt to 


ſerve the family; but now his generofity 


was not confined to promiſes alone: the 
morning I defigned for my departure, 


Mr. Thornhill came to me with looks 


of real pleaſure to inform me of a piece 
of ſervice he had done for his friend 
George. This was nothing leſs than his 
having procured him an enfign's com- 
million in one of the regiments that was 
going to the Weſt-Indies, for which he 
had promiſed but one hundred pounds, 
his intereft having been ſufficient to get 
an abatement of the other two. As for 
„this trifling piece of ſervice,” continu- 
ed the young gentleman, 'I defire no 
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e other reward but the pleaſure of having 
c ſerved my friend; and as for the hun- 
<« dred pounds to be paid, if you are un- 
ec able to raiſe it yourſelves, I will ad- 
d yance it, and you ſhall repay me at 
„your leiſure.” This was a favour we 
wanted words to expreſs our ſenſe of; 
I readily therefore gave my bond for the 
money, and teſtified. as much gratitude 
as if I never intended to pay. 

George was to depart for town the 
next day to ſecure his commiſſion, in 
purſuance of his generous patron's direc- 
tions, who judged it highly expedient 
to ule diſpatch left in the mean time 
another ſhould Rep in with more advan- 
tageous propoſals. The next morning , 
therefore, our young loldier was early 
prepared for his departure, and ſeemed 
the only perſon among us that was not 
affected by it. Neither the fatigues and 
dangers he was going to encounter, nor 


the friends and miſtreſs, for Miſs Wil- 
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mot actually loved him, he was leaving 
behind, any way damped his ſpirits. 
After he had taken leave of the refit of 
the company, I gave him all I had, my 
bleſſing. ** And now, my boy,” cried I, 
*thou art going to fight for thy coun- 
* try, remember how thy brave grand- 


* father fought for his ſacred king, when 


« loyalty among Britons was a virtue. 
* Go, my boy; and imitate him in all 
* but his misfortunes, if it was a mis- 
fortune to die with Lord Falkland. 


«* Go, my boy; and if you fall, though 


<« diftant , expoſed and unwept by thoſe 
< that love you, the moſt precious tears 
„are thoſe with which Heaven bedews 
ce the unburied head of a ſoldier.” 

The next morning I took leave of the 
good family , that had been kind enough 
to entertain me ſo long , not without 
ſeveral expreſſions of gratitude to Mr. 
Thornhill for his late botinty. I left 
them in the enjoyment of all that hap- 


ing procure, and returned towards home, 
deſpairing of -ever finding my daughter 
more, but ſending a figh to Heaven to 
ſpare and forgive her. I was now come 
within about twenty miles of home, hav- 
ing hired a horſe to carry me, as I was 
yet but weak, and comforted myſelf 
with the hopes of ſoon ſeeing all I held 
deareſt upon earth. But the night coming 
on, I put up at a little public-houſe by 
the road fide, and aſked for the land- 
lord's company over a pint of wine. We 
late befide his kitchen fire, which was 
the beſt room in the houſe, and chatted 
on politicks and the news of the country. 
We happened, among other topicks, to 


talk of young Squire Thornhill, who 


the hoſt aſſured me was hated as much 

as his uncle Sir William, who ſome- 

times came down to the country, was 

loved. He went on to obſerve, that he 

made it his whole fiudy to betray the 
* 
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pineſs wiich affluence and good breed- 
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rewarded and abandoned to the world. 


< me of a fever, I never touch a drop.” 


immediately poured her out_a glaſs, 
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daughters „ 


their houſes, and after a ſortnight or three 
weeks polleſſion, turned them out un- 


As we continued our diſcourſe in this 
manner, his wife, who had been out 
to get change, returned, and perceiving 
that her huſband was enjoying a pleaſure 
in which ſhe was not a ſharer, ſhe aſk. 
ed him, in an angry tone, what he did 
there; to which he only replied in an 
ironical way, by drinking her health. 
<< Mr. Symmonds ,” cried ſhe, you uſe 
„me very ill, and I'll bear it no longer. 
Here three parts of the bulinels is left 
«for me to do, and the fourth left unſi - 
4c niſhed; while you do nothing but ſoak 
<with the guetis all day long, whereas 
«if a ſpoonful of liquor were to cure 


I now found what ſhe would be at, and 


which [he received with a courteſy, and 


or WAKEFIRED. bas 
drinking towards my good health, « Sir,” 
reſumed ſhe, it is not ſo much for the 
value of the liquor I am angry, but 
one cannot help it, when the houſe is 
going out of the windows. If the cuſ- 
*tomers or gueſis are to be dunned, all 
«the burden lies upon my back, he'd 
as lief eat that glaſs as budge after 
„them himfelf. There now above fiairs , 
« we have a young woman, who has 
„ come to take up her lodgings here, 
„and I don't believe ſhe has got any 
<< money by her overcivility. I am cer- 
<« tain ſhe is very ſlow of payment, and 
«I wiſh ſhe were put in mind of it.” — 
—*< What fignifies minding her,” cried 
the hoſt, i ſhe be ſlow, ſhe is ſure.” 
— —*<] don't know that,” replied the 
wiſe; but I know that I am ſure ſhe 
has been here a fortnight, and we have 
*not yet ſeen the croſs of her money.” 
— —*] ſuppoſe, my dear,” cried he, 
„ve ſhall have it all in a lump.” — — 
2 
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.- SP jump?” cried the other, 1 hope 
' * << we may get it any way; -and that I 
** am reſolved we will this very night, 
or out ſhe tramps, bag and baggage.” 
—* Conlider, my dear,” cried the 
huſband, he is a gentlewoman, and 
« deſerves more teſpect.“ —* As for 
ee the matter of that, returned the hoſteſs, 
„gentle or fimple, out ſhe ſhall pack 
with a ſaſſarara. Gentry may be good 
Tn where they take; but for my 
% part I never ſaw much good of them 
sat the fign of the Harrow.” — —Thus 
ſaying, ſhe ran up a narrow flight of 
ſtairs, that went, from the kitchen to a 
room over head, and I ſoon perceived 
by the loudneſs of her voice, and the 
bitterneſs of her reproaches, that no 
money was to be had from her lodger. I 
could hear her remonſtrances very diflinct- 
ly: * Out, Iſay, pack out this moment, 
* tramp, thou infamous ſtrumpet, or 
«I'll give thee a mark thou won't be 
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«the better for theſe three ad ee bY. A 
« you trumpery, to come and take up” 
an honeſt houſe, without croſs or coin | 5 75 
to bleſs yourſelf. with; come along! 
- « ſay.” O dear Madam, cried the 
firanger,, * pity: me, pity a poor aba 
* doned creature for one night, and death 
„ill ſoon” do the reſt.— I inflantly 
knew the voice of my poor ruined” child 
Olivia. I fle to her reſcue, while the 
woman was dragging' her along by the 
hair, and I caught the dear forlorn. wretch 
in my arms.“ Welcome, any way : 3 
«welcome , my deareſt loſt ons, mx 
* treaſure, to your poor old father sb 
«ſom. Though the vicious forſake thee,” 
<< there is yet one in the world that will 
<< never forſake thee; though thou hadſt 
«ten thouſand crimes to anſwer for, he 
„will forget them all.“ . my 
<< own dear,” — —for minutes ſhe could 
no more— —**my own. deareſt good \ 
„ papa! Could angels be kinder! How, 
7 Y 3 
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« do 1 deſerve ſo much! The villain, 
I hate him and myſelf, to be a re- 

* proach to ſuch goodneſs. You can't for · 


*« -ive me. I know you cannot.” — — 


« Yes, my child, from my heart, I do 
« forgive thee! Only repent, and we 
both ſhall yet be happy. We ſhall ſee 
many pleaſant days yet, my Olivia!” 
—— “ Ah! never, Sir, never. The reſt 

«of my wretched life muſt be infamy 
« abroad, and ſhame at home. But alas! 
* papa, you look much paler than you 
* uſed to do. Could ſuch a thing as I 
* am give you ſo much uneafineſs? Sure 
* you have too much. wiſdom to take 
© the mileries of my guilt upon your- 
56 ſelf.” — —< Our wiſdom, young wo- 
c man, replied IL.— —* Ah, why fo 
<« cold a name, papa?” cried ſhe. © This 
<*is the firſt time you ever called me by 
© ſo cold a name.. I aſk pardon, 
< my darling, returned I, but I was 
going to eblerve, that wiſdom makes 


* 


te but a ſlow defence againſt trouble, 
< though at laſt a ſure one.” 


The landlady now returned to know 


if we did not chooſe a more genteel apart - 
ment; to which aſſenting, we were ſhewn 
a room where we could converſe more 
freely. After we had talked ourſelves in- 
to ſome degree of tranquillity, I could 
not avoid defiring ſome account of the 


gradations that led to her preſent wreteh- 


ed fituation. That villaia, Sir,” ſaid 
| ſhe, from the firft day of our meeting 


«<< made me honourable, though private EE 


* propoſals.” 


Villain indeed,“ cried I; „ and yet 


« ;t in ſome meaſure ſurprizes me, how 
<< a perſon of Mr. Burchell's good ſenſe 


« and ſeeming honour could be guilty. 


ce of ſuch deliberate baſeneſs, and thus 
«« tep into a family to undo it.” 
My dear papa,” returned my daugh- 
ter, you labour under a ftrange miſtakes 
** Mr, Burchell never attempted to do- 
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*<ceive me. Inſtead of that he took every 
* opportunity of privately admoniſhing 
<<me againſt the artifices of Mr. Thorn- 
e hill, who I now find was even worſe 
« than he repreſented him.”'— — . Mr. 
« Thornhill,” interrupted I, can it 
<be?'— Ves, Sir, returned ſhe, 
ce it was Mr. Thornhill who ſeduced me, 
« who employed the two ladies, as he 
« called them, but who, in fact, were 
abandoned women of the town, with- 
s out breeding or pity, to decoy us up 
io London. Their artifices, you may 
remember would have certainly ſucceed- 
ed but for Mr. Burchell's letter, who 
<« directed thoſe reproaches at them, 
< which we all applied to ourſelves. 
How he came to have ſo much influence 
as to defeat their intentions, flill re- 
<< mains a ſecret to me; but I am con- 
«*< vinced he was ever our warmeſt, fin- 
< cerelt friend.” 1 
Tou amaze me, my dear, cried I; 
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or WAREFIELD. 26. 
«but now I find my firſt ſuſpicions of 
«« Mr. Thornhill's baſeneſs were too well 
„grounded: but he can triumph in ſecu- 
„ rity ; for he is rich, and we are poor. 
„But tell me, my child, ſure it was no 
<« ſmall temptation that could thus oblite- 
rate all the impreſſions of ſuch an edu- 
* cation , and ſo virtuous a diſpoſition 
„as thine?” 
Indeed, Sir,” replied ſhe, he owes 
<< all his triumph to the defire I had of 
„making him, and not myſelf, happy. 
<<] knew that the ceremony of our mar- 
< riage, which was privately performed 
«by a popiſh prieſt, was no way bind- 
„ing, and that I had nothing to truſt 
ce to but his honour.” What, inter- 
rupted I, and were you indeed mar- 
«ried by a prieſt in orders? — —< In- 
„ deed , Sir, we were, replied ſhe, 
„though we were both ſworn to conceal 
<« his name.”—* Why then, my child, 
<< come to my arms again, and now you 
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dare a thouſand times more welcome 
te than before: for you are now his Seite. 
«to all intents and purpoſes; nor can 
ec all the laws of man, though written 
< upon tables of adamant, leſſen che 
cc force of that ſacred connexion.” 
Alas, papa. replied ſhe, you 
<« are but little acquainted with his vil. 
, Jainies: he has been married already, 
<« by the ſame prieſt, to fix or eight wives 
more, whom, like me, he has deceiv- 
«ed and abandoned.” 

<« Has he ſo?” criedI, © then we muſt 
< hang the prieſt, and you ſhall inform 
c againſt him to-morrow.” — — © But 
« Sir” returned he, will that be right, 
«when I am worn to ſecrecy F'— — 
« My dear, replied I, „if you have 
«© made ſuch a promiſe} I cannot, nor 
<< will 1 tempt you to break it. Even 
<« though it may benefit the public, ou 
*« muſt not inform againſt him. In all 
< human inftitutions, a ſmaller evil is 
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he: allowed | to procure a greater oF as. 
in politicks, a province may be given 
*© away to ſecure a kingdom; in medi- 
cine, a limb may be lopt off, to pre- 
<ſerve the body. But in religion, the 
<« law is written, and inflexible, never 
« to do evil. And this law, my child, 
«js right: for otherwile, if we commit 
* a ſmaller evil, to procure a greater 
good, certain guilt would be thus in- 
«curred , in expectation of contingent 
advantage. And though the advantage 
« ſhould certainly follow, yet the inter- 
<< val between commiſſion and advantage, 
which is allowed to be guilty, may 
babe that in which we are called away 
** to anſwer for the things we have done, 
* and the volume of human actions is 
* cloſed for ever. But I indy you , 
* my dear, go on.” 
<< The very next morning „continu- 
ed ſhe, I found what little expectations 
*<I was to have from his fincerity, That 
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. < very morning he introduced me to two 


; le 


* unhappy women more, whom, like 
„me, he had deceived, but who lived 


ein contented proſtitution. I loved him 


too tenderly to bear ſuch rivals in his 
< affections , and firove to forget my in- 
«famy in a tumult of pleaſures, With 
< this view, I danced , dreſſed, and 
<« talked'; but flill was unhappy. The 
< -entlemen who vifited there told me 
«every moment of the power of my 
* charms, and this only contributed to 
„ increaſe my melancholy, as I had 
« thrown all their power quite away. 
„Thus each day I grew more penſive, 
<< and he more inſolent, till at laſt the 
** monſter had the aſſurance to offer me 
to a young Baronet of his acquaintance. 
Need I deſcribe, Sir, how his ingra- 
*titude flung me. My anſwer to this 
* propoſal was almoſt madneſs. I defired 
to part. As I was going, he offered 
me a purſe; but I flung it at him with 
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< indignation, and burſt from him in a2 
frage, that for a while kept me inſen- 
„ fible of the miſeries of my fituation. 
But I ſoon looked round me, and ſaw 


- © myſelf a vile, abject, guilty thing, 


<« without one friend in the world, to 
< apply to. Juſt in that interval, a lage- 
* coach happening to pals by, I took a 
place, it being my only aim to be 
<« driven at a. diftance from a wretch IL 
* deſpiſed and detefied. I was ſet down 
« here, where, ſince my arrival, my 
< own anxiety , and this woman's un- 
« kindneſs, have been my only compa- 
„ nions. The hours of pleaſure that L 
© have paſſed with my mamma and fifier, 
now grow painſul to me. Their ſfor- 
*rows are much; but mine is greater 
than theirs; for mine are mixed with 
<< zuilt and infamy.” l 

Have patience, my child, cried I, 
Fand I hope things will yet be better. 
Take ſome repoſe to-night , and to mor- 
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« row Il carry. you home to your mother 


and the reſi of the family, from whom 


«© you will receive a kind reception. Poor 
* woman, this has gone to her heart: 
„but ſhe loves you ſtill, Olivia, and 
will forget it. | 5 


CHAP; AM 


Offences are a 1 where 
there is love at the bottom. 


TnE next morning I took my daugh- 
ter behind me, and ſet out on my re- 
turn home. As we travelled along, I 
ſtrove, by every perſuaſion, to ealm her 


ſorrows and fears, and to arm her with 


reſolution to bear the preſence of her of- 
fended mother. I took every opportu- 
nity, from the proſpect of a fine coun- 


try, through which we paſſe, to ob- 


ferve how much kinder Heaven was to 


us, than we to each other; and that the 


or WAKEFIELD. - #67 
misfortunes of nature's making were but 
very few. I aſſured her, that ſhe ſhould 
never perceive any change in my affec- 
tions, and that during my life, which yet 
might be long, ſhe might depend upon 
a guardian and an infiructor. I armed 
her againſt the cenſures of the world, 
ſhewed her that books were ſweet unre- 
proaching companions to the miſerable, 
and that if they could not bring us to 
enjoy life, they would at leaft teach us 
to endure it. 

The hired horſe that we rode was to 
be put up that night at an inn by the 
way , within about five miles from my 
houſe, and as I was willing to prepare 
my family for my daughter's reception, 
I determined to leave her that night at 
the inn, and to return for her, accom- 
panied by my daughter Sophia, early 
the next morning. It was night before 
we reached our appointed liage : ho- 
ever, after ſeeing her provided with a 
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268 Tax VICAR 
decent apartment, and having ordered 


the hoſteſs to prepare proper refreſh- 


ments, I kiſſed her, and proceeded to- 
wards home. And now my heart caught 
new ſenſations of pleaſure, the nearer I 
approached that peaceful manſion. As a 
bird that had been ſrighted from its neſt, 
my affections outwent my haſte, and 
hovered round my little fire-ſide, with 
all the rapture of expectation. I called 
up the many fond things I had to ſay, 
and anticipated the welcome I was to 
receive. I already felt my wife's tender 
embrace, and ſmiled at the joy of my 
little ones. As I walked but ſlowly , the 
night wained apace. The labourers of 
the day were all retired to reft; the lights 
were out in every cottage; no ſounds 
were heard but of the ſhrilling cock, and 
the deep-mouthed watch-dog, at hollow 
difiance. I approached my little abode 
of pleaſure, and before I was within a 
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furlong of the place, our honeſt makliff 
came running to welcome me. | 
It was now near midnight that I came 

to knock at my door: all was ſtill and 
filent : my heart dilated with unutterable 
happineſs; when, to my amazement, I 
ſaw the houſe burſting out in a blaze of 
fire, and every aperture red with con- 


flagration! I gave a loud convulfive out- 


cry, and fell upon the pavement inſen- 
fible: This alarmed my ſon, who had 
till this been aſleep, and he perceiving 
the flames, inftantly waked my wife and 
daughter, and all running out, naked, 
and wild with apprebenfion , recalled 
me to life with their anguiſh. But it was 
only to objects of new terrour; for the 
flames had, by this time, caught the 
roof of our dwelling, part after part 
continuing to fall in, while the family 
food, with filent agony, looking on, 
as if they enjoyed the blaze. I gazed 


upon them and upon it by turns, and 
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| ih then looked round me for my two little 
[th ones; but they were not to be ſeen. O 
17 miſery! Where, cried I, where are 
wy < my little ones? — —< They are burnt 
/ {4 *to death in the flames,” ſays my wife 
ib calmly , * and 1 will die with them.” — 

. — That moment I heard the cry of the 

AN babes within, who were juſt awaked by 

; i the fire, and nothing could have fiopped 
Pit me. Where, where are my children?“ 
| . i cried I, ruſhing through the flames, and 
| # burſting the door of the chamber in which 


they were confined , Where are my 
little ones?“ — —< Here, dear papa, 
* here we are!” cried they together, 
while the flames were juſt catching the 
bed where they lay. I caught them both 
in my arms, and ſnatched them through 
the fire as faſt as poſſible, while juſt as 
I was got out, the roof ſunk in. Now,” 
cried I, holding up my children, now 
let the flames burn on, and all my 
 *polleſſions periſh. Here they are, I 


or WAKEFIELD. 271 
ec have ſaved my treaſure. Here, my dear- 
<«<cft, here are our treaſures, and we 
«ſhall yet be happy.” We killed our 
little darlings a thouſand times, they 
claſped us round the neck, and ſeemed to 
ſhare aur tranſports, while their mother 
laughed and wept by turns. 

I now fiood a calm ſpectator of the 
flames, and after ſome time, began to 
perceive that my arm to the ſhoulder 
was ſcorched in a terrible manner. It was 
therefore out of my power to give my 
ſon any allitiance, either in attempting 
to ſave our goods, or preventing the 
flames ſpreading to our corn. By this 
time, the neighbours were alarmed, and ' 
came running to our alliftance; but all 
they could do was to fiand, like us, 
ſpectators of the calamity, My goods, 
among which were the notes I had re- 
ſerved for my daughters fortunes, were 
entirely conſumed, except a box, with 
ſome papers, that ſtood in the kitchen, 
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and two or three things more ok little 
conſequence, which my ſon brought away 
in the beginning. The neighbours con- 
tributed, however, what they could to 
lighten our. difireſs. They brought us 
clothes, and furniſhed one of our out- 
houſes with kitchen utenſils; ſo that by 
day-light we had another, though a 
wretched dwelling to retire to. My honeſt 
next neighbour, and his children, were 
not the leaſt aſſiduous in providing us 


with every thing neceſſary, and offering 


whatever conſolation untutored bene- 
volence could ſuggeſt. 
When the fears of my family had ſub- 


ded, curiofity to know the cauſe of my 


long ſtay began to take place; having 


therefore informed them of every par- 


ticular, I proceeded to prepare them lor 
the reception of our loſt one, and though 
we had nothing but wretchedneſs now to 
impart, I was willing to procure her a 
welcome to what we had. This taſk 


cc 
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would have been more difficult but for 
our recent calamity, which had hum- 
bled my wife's pride, and blunted it by 
more poignant afflictions. Being unable 
to go for my poor child myſelf, as my 
arm grew very painful, I ſent my ſon 
and daughter, who ſoon returned, ſup- 
porting the wretched delinquent, who 
had not the courage to look up at her 
mother, whom no infiructions of mine 
could perſuade to a perfect reconcilia- 


tion; for women have a much fironger 


ſenſe of female error than men. Ah, 
«© Madam,” cried her mother, this is 
* but a poor place you are come to after 
*<ſo much finery. My daughter Sophy 
and I can afford but little entertain- 
ment to perſons who have kept com- 
* pany only with. people of diſtinction. 
Ves, Miſs Livy, your poor father and 
J have ſuffered very much of late; but 
«I hope Heaven will forgive you.” — — 


During this reception, the unhappy vic- 


_ 


= 


eee + tt ee I 
_——" $<5 5k 


Be Ai thr a #4 


1 * 
* * 


* . 
r 


* * 
P « ». NW «a7 on : 
r 9 


Coe”) 


W 


| * 


wy - 
1 


ade oh A» — 11s eee, 1 


% 


N 


274 Taz VICAR 
tim ſtood pale and trembling, unable to 
weep or to reply; but I could not con- 


\ tinue a filent ſpectator of her diſtreſs, 


wherefore alſuming a degree of ſeverity 
in my voice and manner, which was ever 
followed with inſtant ſubmiſſion, I in- 
* treat, woman, that my words may be 
ec now marked once for all: 1 here brought 
«you back a poor deluded wanderer; 
her return to duty demands the revival 
* of our tenderneſs. The real hardlhips 
« of life are now coming faſt upon us, 
< Jet us not therefore increaſe them by 
s diſſenfion among each other. If we live 
< harmoniouſly together, we may yet be 
<contented, as there are enough of us 
to ſhut out the cenſuring world, and 
„keep each other in countenance. The 
«kindneſs of Heaven is promiſed to the 
< penitent, and let ours be directed by 
* the example, Heaven, we are allured, 
„is much more pleaſed to view a re- 


©pentant ſinner, than ninety-nine per- 
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« ſons who have ſupported a courſe of 
tc undeviating rectitude. And this is right; 
< for that fingle effort by which we Hop 
ve ſhort in the down-hill path to perdi- 
<« tion, is itſelf a greater exertion of vir- 
tue, than an hundred acts of juſtice.” 


CH A P. XXIIL 


None but the guilty can be long and 
completely miſerable. 


Sont aſliduity was now required to 
make our preſent abode as convenient 
as poſlible, and we were ſoon again qua- 
lifed to enjoy our former ſerenity. Being 
diſabled myſelf from aſſiſting my ſon in 
our uſual occupations, I read to my fa- 
mily from the few books that were ſav- 
ed, and particularly from ſuch, as, by 
amuſing the imagination, contributed to 
caſe the heart. Our good neighbours too 
came every day with the kindeſt con- 
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dolence, and fixed a time in which they | 
were all to aſſiff at repairing my former 
dwelling. Honeſt Farmer Williams was 


not laſt among thele viſitors; but hear- 


tily offered his friendſhip. He would even 
have renewed his addreſſes to my daugh- 
ter; but ſhe rejected them in fuch a man- 
ner as totally repreſt his future ſolicita- 
tion. Her grief ſeemed formed for conti- 
nuing, and ſhe was the only perſon of 
our little ſociety that a week did not 
reſtore to cheerfulneſs. She now loft that 
unbluſhing innocence which once taught 
her to reſpect herſelf, and to ſeek plea- 
ſure by pleaſing. Anxiety had now taken 
firong poſſeſſion of her mind, her beauty 
began to be impaired with her confiitu- 
tion, and neglect ſtill more contributed 
to diminiſh it. Every tender epithet be - 
fiowed on her fifter brought a pang to 
her heart and a tear to her eye; and as 
one vice, though cured, ever plants 
s thers where it has been, ſo her former 
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or /WAKEFIELD. © „%% 
guilt, though driven out by repentence, 

left jealouſy and envy behind. I ſtrove 
a thouſand ways to leſſen her care, and 
even forgot my own pain in a concern 


for her's, collecting ſuch amuſing paſ- _ : 


ſages of hiftory, as a ſtrong memory end 
ſome reading could ſuggeſi. Our hap- 
< pineſs, my dear,” I would lay, ** is 
ce in the power of One who can bring it 
« about a thouſand unforeſeen ways, that 
* mock our foreſight. If example be ne- 
c cellary to prove this, I'll give you a 
<« ftory, my child, told us by a grave, 
te though ſometimes a romancing hiſio- 
cc rian. | 

Matilda was married very young to 
* a Neapolitan nobleman of the firft qua- 
*lity, and found herlelf a widow and 
<< mother at the age of fifteen. As ſhe 
* ftood one day careſſing her infant ſon 
in the open window of an apartment, 
«which hung over the river Volturna, 
*the child, with a ſudden ſpring , leap- 
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ec from her arms into the "5 below, 


Land diſappeared in a moment. The mo- 
ther, ſtruck with inſtant ſurpriſe, and 
making an effort to ſave him, plung- 
Led in after; but, far from being able 


**to aſlift the infant, ſhe herſelf with 
« great difficulty eſcaped _ to the oppolite 
<ſhore, juſt when ſome French foldiers 
< were plundering the country on that 


ide, who * made her their 


v priſoner.” 

« As the war was then carried on ds- 
«tween the French and Italians with the 
«utmoſt inbumanity , they were going | 
«at once to perpetrate thoſe two ex- 
< tremes, ſuggeſied by appetite and cruel- 


ty. This baſe reſolution, however, was 


© oppoſed by a young officer, who, 
* though their retreat required the utmoſt 


* expedition, placed her behind him, 
e and brought her in ſafety te his native 


* city. Her beauty at firſt caught his eye, 
* her merit ſoon after his heart. They 
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or WAKEFIELD. 


© poſts; they lived long together, and 


ce were happy. But the felicity of a fol- 
te dier can never be called permanent: - 
. * after an interval of ſeveral years, the 
* troops which he commanded having 
te met with a repulſe, he was obliged to 
te take ſhelter in the city where he had 
© lived with his wife. Here they ſuffered 


a fiege, and the city at length was 


te taken. Few hiſtories can produce more 
tc various inftances of cruelty, than thoſe 
ce which the French and Italians at that 
time exerciſed upon each other. It was 
© reſolved by the victors, upon this oc- 
e cafion, to put all the French priſoners 
« to death; but particularly the huſband 


<« of the unfortunate Matilda, as he was 83 


* principally infirumental in protracting 

5 the ſiege. Their determinations were, 

in general, executed almoſt as ſoon as 

< reſolved upon. The captive ſoldier was 

< led forth, * hens executioner, with 
| A a 2 
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his "IEP ſtood zeady, while the ſpec- 
e tators in . gloomy filence awaited the 

<< fatal blow, which was only ſuſpends 
*ed till the general, who prefided as 
ee judge, ſhould give the fignal, It was 
e in this interval of anguiſh and expec- 
* tation, that Matilda came to take her 
*<Jaſt farewell of her huſband and de- 
« liverer,  deploring her wretched fitua- 
* tion, and the cruelty of fate, that had 
e ſaved her from periſhing by a prema- 
tc ture death in the river Volturna, to 
* be the [pectator of ſtill greater cala- 
« mities. The general, who was a young 
man, was firuck with ſurpriſe at her 
ce beauty, and pity at her diſtreſs; but 
„with fill ſtronger emotions when he 
* heard her mention her former dangers. 
© He was her ſon, the infant for whom 
„ ſhe had encountered ſo much danger, 
«© acknowledged her at once as his mo- 
ther, and fell at her feet, The reſt may 
* be cafily ſuppoſed? the captive was ſet 


1 


or WAKEFIELD. 981 


« free, and all the happineſs. that love, | 
« friendſhip, and duty * confer on 
« each , were united.” - | 
In this manner I er SOA 2 | 
amuſe my daughter; but ſhe liſtened with 
divided attention, for her own misfor- _ 
tunes engrolled all the pity ſhe once had 
for thoſe of another, and nothing gave 
her eaſe. In company ſhe dreaded con- 
tempt; and in ſolitude ſhe only found an- 
xiety. Such was the colour of her wretch- 
edneſs, when we received certain infor- 
mation, that Mr. Thornhill was going 
to be married to Miſs Wilmot, for whom 
I always ſuſpected he had a real pal- 
lion, though he took every oportunity 
before me to expreſs his contempt both 
of her perſon and fortune. This news 
only ſerved to increaſe poor Olivia's af- 
fliction; for ſuch a flagrant breach of ſide- 
lity , was more than her courage could 
ſupport. I was reſolved, however, to 
get more certain information, and to 
| 1 | 
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defigns, by ſending my ſon to old Mr. 


Wilmot's, with inſtructions to know the 


truth of the report, and to deliver Miſs 


Wilmot a letter, intimating Mr. Thorn- 


hill's conduct in my family. My ſon went, 


in purſuanee of my directions, and in 
three days returned, aſſuring us of the 


truth of the account; but that he had 
found it impoſſible to deliver the letter, 
which he was therefore obliged to icave, 


as Mr. Thornhill and Miſs Wilmot were 


viſiting round the country. They were to 
be married, be ſaid, in a few days, hav- 
ing appeared together at church the Sun- 
day before he was there, in great ſplen- 
dour, the bride attended by fix young 
ladies, and he by as many gentlemen. 


Their approaching nuptials filled the 


whole country with rejoicing, and they 


uſually rode out together in the grandeſt 


equipage that had been ſeen in the coun- 
try for many years, All the friends aof 


x +. 4 
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both families, he ſaid, were there; par- 


ticularly the”Squire's uncle, Sir Wil- 


liam Thornhill; who bore ſo good à cha- 


racter. He added, that nothing but mirth _ 


and fealting were going forward; that 
all the country praiſed the young bride's 
beauty, and the bridegroom's ſine per- 
ſon, and that they were immenſely fond 
of each other; concluding, that he could 


not help thinking Mr. Thornhill one of 


the moſt happy men in the world. 
„Why, let him if he can,” returned 
I: «but, my ſon}, obſerve this bed of 
« ſtraw, and unſheltering roof; thoſe 
© mouldering walls, and humid floor; 
«© my wretched body thus diſabled by 
« fire, and my children weeping round 
me for bread; you have come home, 
e my child, to all this; yet here, even 
* here, you ſee a man that would not 
„for a thouſand worlds exchange fitua- 
* tions, O! my children, if you could 
but learn to commune with your awn 
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«hearts, and know what "08 come 
% pany you can make/them, you would 
little regard the elegance and ſplen- 
« dours of the wortbleſs. Almoſt all men 
t have been taught to eall life a paſſage, 
* and/themſe]ves the travellers. The fimi. 
<« litude ſtill may be improved, when we 
* obſerve that the good are joyful and 
* ſerene, like travellers that are going 
* towards home; the wicked but by in- 
<«tervals happy, like rale that are 
„going into exile.“ 

My compaſſion for my poor daugh- 
ter, overpowered by this new diſafler, 
interrupted what I had farther to obſerve. 
I bade her mother ſupport her, and after 
a ſhort time ſhe recovered. She appear - 
ed from that time more calm, and I ima - 
gined had gained a new degree of reſo- 
lution: but appearances deceived me; 
for her tranquillity was the languor of 
over-wrought reſentment, A ſupply of 
proviſions, charitably ſent us by my kind 
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pariſhioners, ſeemed to diffuſe new-chear- 
fulneſs among the reſt of the family, nor 
was I diſpleaſed at ſeeing them once more 
ſprightly and at eaſe. It would have been 
unjuſt to damp their ſatisfactions, mere- 
ly to condole with reſolute melancholy , 
or to burden them with a ſadneſs they 
dil not feel. Thus, once more , the tale 
went round and the ſong was demand- 
ec , and cheerfulneſs condeſcended to 
hever round our little habitation. 


CH AP. XXIV. 


Froſt calumities: 


T E next morning the ſun aroſe wick 

peculiar warmth for the ſeafon; ſo that 
we agreed to breakfaſt together on the 
horey-ſuckle bank: where, while we 
late, my youngeſt daughter, at my re- 
queſt, joined her voice to the concert on 
the trees about us. It was in this plate 


or WAKEFIELD. ' 28g28£"_ _ 


— 


and every object ſerved to recall her ſad- 
neſs. But that melancholy, which is ex- 
cited by objects of pleaſure, or inſpired 
by ſounds of harmony, ſoothes the heart 
inftead of corroding it. Her mother ico, | 
upon this occafion , felt a pleaſing difirels, 
and wept, and loved her daughter as be- 
fore. Do, my pretty Olivia,” cred 
ſhe, let us have that little melanchdy 
< air your papa was ſo fond of; year 
< fiſter Sophy has already obliged us. Do, 
< child, it wilt pleaſe your old fatha.” 
She complied in 2 manner ſo exquifizly 
Pathetic, as moved me. 


WHEN lovely woman ficops to folly, 
What charm can footh her melancholy, 
What art can waſh her guilt away? 

The only art her guilt to cover, 
To hide her ſkame from every eye, 
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To give repentance 10 ber lover , = 
And wring bis bofon——ix 1s is | 


I 


. the Selling: 
za, to which an interruption in her voice 
from ſorrow gave peculiar ſoftneſs, he 
appearance of Mr. Thornhilf's equipage 
at a diflance alarmed us all, but par- 
ticularly increaſed the unecafineſs of my 
cldefi daughter, who, defirous of ſhun- 
ning her betrayer, returned to the houſe 
with her ffier. In a few minutes be was 
alighted from his chariot, and making 
up to the place where I was Hill ning, 
inquired after my health with his uſual 
air of familiarity. Sir, replied I, 
<<your preſent aſſurance only ſerves to 
< 2ppravate the baſcneſs of your charac- 
ter; and there was a time when I would 
© have chaſtiſed your infolence, for pre- 
< ſuming thus to appear before me. But 


 <now you are ſafe; for age has cooled 


* my paſſions, and my calling refirains 
them,” 


1 vow, eee Sin” ala he, 
« I am amazed at all this; nor can 1 
* underfiand what it means! I hope you 

_ << don't" think your daughter's. late ex- 
<« curfion w_ me had any. ITED 
in it.“ W 7 

"tia vs . eee a. 

«« poox./pitiful, wretch , and every way 
<« a liar; but your meannels ſecures you 
e from my anger! Yet Sir, I am de- 
te ſcended from a family that would not 
c have born this! And ſo, thou vile 
e thing, to gratify a momentary paſſion, 
«thou haft made one poor creature 
« wretched for life, and polluted a fa- 
s mily that * Wy but honour for 
< their portion.“ 

<« If ſhe or you,” noun he, « are 
cc reſolved to be miſerable, I cannot help 
<it. But you may fill be happy; and 
<< whatever opinion you may have form- 
<« ed of me, you ſhall ever find me ready 
< to contribute to it. We can marry her 
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«to another in a ſhort time; and What 
eis more, ſhe may keep her lover be- 
« fide; for 1 proteſt I ſhall nn 


«to have a true regard for her.” BE 


I found all my pallions alarmed at * 
new degrading propoſal; for though the 


mind may often be calm under great 
injuries, little villainy can at any time 


get within the ſoul, and fling it into 


rage, —* Avoid my fight, thou rep- . 


<« tile, cried 1, * nor continue to inſult 


% me with thy preſence. Were my brave 
« ſon at home, he would not ſuffer this 
<butTIam old, and every way undone.” 


I find,” cried he, you are bent 
“upon obliging me to talk in an harſher 
«< manner than I intended. But as I have. 


„ ſhewn you what may be hoped from 


t my friendſhip, it may not be improper. 


«to repreſent what may be the conſe - 

6 quences of my reſentment. My attor- 

„ ney, to whom your late bond has been 

transferred, threatens hard, nor do 1 
Bb 
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Kno hows to- prevent this W of. 
juſtice, except by paying the money 
5 « myſelf, which, as 1 have been at ſome 
. expenſes lately, previous to my in- 
<« tended marriage, is not ſo: ealy to be 
« done. And then my fle ward talks of 
«driving for the rent: it is certain he 
| © knows his duty for I never trouble 
is « myſelf with affairs of that nature. Yet 
| ce till I could wiſh to ſerve you, and 
*even to have you and your daughter 
<« preſent at my marriage, which is ſhort- 
ly to. be ſolemnized with Miſs Wil. 
< mot; it is even the requelt of my charms 
„ ing Arabella herſelf „ whom I hope * 
« will not refuſe.” 
„Mr. Thornhill,” replied I, 29 
« me once for all: as to your marriage 
e with any but my daughter, that I never 
* will conſent to; and though your friend- 
« ſhip could, raiſe me to æ throne, or 
your relentment fink me to the grave, 


«yet would 1 deſpiſe both, Thou haft 


; 4.75 4s N 


3 . 
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<« me. I repoſed my heart upon thine ho- 


< nour, and have found its baſeneſs. 

Never more, therefore, expect friend- | 
« ſhip from me. Go, and poſſeſs what 
fortune has given thee, beauty riches, - 


or WAKEFIELD. . 
* once wofully, irreparably, deceived 


health, and pleaſure; Go, and leave 
me to want, infamy, diſeaſe and ſor- 


*row, Yet humbled as I am, ſhall my 


<« heart ſtill vindicate its dignity, and 
« though thou hall my forgiveneſs, N 
« ſhalt ever have my contempt. T 


If ſo,” returned he, —— upon 


25 


it you ſhall feel the effects of this in- 
* ſolence, and we ſhall ſhortly ſee which 
<js the fitteſt object of ſcorn, you or 
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abruptly.” 


My wife and ſon; wile were Preton 


at this interview, feemed terrified with 

the apprehenfion. My daughters alſo, 

finding that he was gone, came out to 

be informed of the reſult of our confe- 
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inſtruments uſed in the art of war, which, 
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them not leſs than the reſl. But as to 
myſelf, I diſregarded the utmoſt firetch 
of his male volence: he had already firuck 
the blow, and now I flood prepared to 
repel every new effort. Like one of thoſe 


however thrown, ſtill 3 a an 
to receive the ene. 

| We ſoon, however, and Milt be had 
not threatened in vain; for the very next 


morning his fle ward came to demand my 


annual rent, which, by the train of ac- 
cidents already related, I was unable to 
pay. The conſequence of my. incapacity 
was his driving my cattle that evening, 
and their being -appraiſed and ſold the 
next day ,for leſs than half their value, 
My wiſe-and children now therefore in- 
treated me to comply upon any terms, 
rather than incur certain” defiruction. 
They even begged of me to admit his 
viſits once more, and uſed all their little 


ber WARE. ws: 
aloquenee't to * the calamities I we. 


going to : the terrors of a priſon 
in ſo rigorous a ſeaſon as the preſent, 


with the danger that threatened my _. | 
health from the late accident that hap- 


pened by the fires: But * enn * 
flexible. | 


«+ Why, emi? tied 1, ork 
„will you thus attempt to perſuade me 
to the thing that is not right: My duty 
„has taught me to forgive him; but my 
% conſcience will not permit me to ap- 
«prove. Would vou have me applaud 
to the world what my heart mu in- 


< ternally condemn? Would you have 


„me tamely fit down and flatter our in- 


famous betrayer; and to avoid a pri- 
«ſon, continually ſuffer the more galling 
„bonds of mental confinement? No, 
„never. If we are to be taken from this 


* abode, only let us hold to the right, 


„and wherever we are thrown, we can 


* {till retire to a charming apartment, 
BY a: -*© 
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< when we can look round our on 
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In this . PROS oe © 
Early the next morning, as the ſnow. 
had fallen in great abundance. in the 
night, my ſon was employed in clearing 
it away, and opening à pallage before 
the door. He had not been thus engag- 
ed long, when he came running in, 
with looks all pale, to tell us that 
tro flrangers, whom he knew to be of- 
ficers of juſtice, were OPT towards 
the houſe. 

Juſt as be ſpoke va came in, and 
approaching the bed where I lay, after 
previouſly informing me of their em- 
ployment and bufinels, made me their 
priſoner, bidding me prepare to go with 
them to the county gaol, which was 
eleven miles off. Log 

My friends,” ſaid I, this is ſevere 
< weather in which you have come ts 
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«take me to a priſon ; and it is parti»;  / 


e cularly unfortunate at this time, as 
* one of my arms has lately been burnt 


in a terrible manner, and it has thrown : 
< me into a [light fever, and I want 


<« clothes to cover me, and I am now 
© too weak and old to walk far in ſuch 
« deep ſnow; but if it muſt be ſo — 

I then turned to my wife and chil- 
dren, and directed them to get together 


pare immediately: for leaving this place. 
I intreated them to be expeditious, and 
defired my lon to allifi his elder fifter, 
who, from a conſciouſneſs that ſhe was 


the cauſe of all our calamities, was fallen 
and had loft anguiſh in inſenfibility. I 


encouraged my wife, who pale and 
trembling, claſped our affrighted little 
ones in her arms, that clung to her bo- 
ſom in flence, dreading to look round 
at the firangers. In the mean time my 


youngeſt daughter prepared for our de- 
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what few things were left us, and to pre- 
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2 Parture, and as ſhe reogived feveral hints | 
to ule diſpatch, in about W 
EE, We IGG 1 5 


Al xv. 


5 No ee eee ute it ſeems, 


_ has _"_ 5 27 comfort at- 


Wr ſet e this peaceful 


neighbourhood, and walked on ſlowly. 
My eldeft daughter being enfeebled by 
a ſlow fever, which had begun for ſome 
days to undermine her conflitution, one 
of the officers, who had an horſe, kind- 


ly took her behind him; for even theſe 


men eannot entirely diveſt themſelves of 


| humanity. My ſon led one of the little 
ones by the hand, and my wife the other; 


while I leaned upon my youngeſt girl, 
whole tears fell not for 1. own * my 
3 3 
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We were now got from my late dwel- 
ling about two miles, when we ſaw a 
croud running and ſhouting behind us 
confiſting of about fifty of my pooreſt” 
pariſhioners. Theſe”, with dreadful im- 
precations, ſoon ſeized upon the two of- 
ficers of jultice, and ſwearing they would 
never ſee their minifier go to gaol while - 
they had a drop of blood to ſhed in his 
defence, were going to uſe them with 

great "ſeverity. The conſequence might 

have been fatal, had I not immediately 
interpoſed and with ſome diffi iculty reſcu- 

ed the officers from the hands of the en- 

raged multitude. My children, who look- K 
ed upon my delivery now as certain, ap- 2 
peared tranſported with joy, and were 
incapable of containing their raptures. 

But they were ſoon undeceived, upon 

hearing me addreſs the poor deluded . 

| people, who came as * imagined, to 

do me ſervice.” 


„What! my friends,” cried I, . and 
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the manner you obey the inſtructions 


I have given you from the pulpit! Thus 


„to fly in the face of juſlice, and bring 
<« down ruin on yourſelves. and me! 
„Which is your ringleader? Shew me 
«the man that has thus ſeduced. yon. 


« As ſure as he lives he. ſhall feel my 
ec reſentment. Alas ! my dear deluded: 
*<flock,, return back to the duty you owe. 


* to God, to your country, and to me. 
1 ſhall yet perhaps one day ſee you in 
greater felicity here, and contribute 
*to make your lives more happy. But 


< let it at leaſt be my comfort when 1 
pen my fold for i» ++ pac As that not 


one here ſhall be wanting.” - 
They now ſeemed all repentance , ' and 


melting into tears, came one after the 


other to bid me farewell. I ſhook each 
tenderly by ne hand, and leaving them 
my bleſſing, proceeded forward without 
hs any farthen interruption; Some 


%., this the” way you-love me! Is this 


W 
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hours before night we reached the town) © | 


or rather village; for it conliſted but of | 
a few mean houſes, having loft all its 
former opulence, and retaining no marks 
of its. ancient ſuperiority but the gaol. 

Upon entering, we put up at an inn, 
where we had ſuch refreſhments as could 
molt readily be procured, and I ſupped 
with my family with my uſual cheer- 
fulneſs. After ſeeing; them properly a- 
commodated for that night, I next at- 
tended the ſheriff's officers to the priſon, 
which had formerly been built for the 
purpoſes of war, and conlified of one 
large apartment firongly grated; and pav- 
ed with tone, common to both felons: 
and debtors at certain hours in the four 
and twenty. Beſides this, every priſoner 
had a ſeparate cell, where he was lock- 
ed in for the night. | 

I expected upon. my entrance to find 
nothing but lamentations, and various 
ſounds of milery ; but it was very dif- 
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r 
ferent. The ptiſoners ſeemed all employ» 
eld in one common defign;, that of forget - 
ting thought in merriment or clamour. 
I' was apprized of the uſual perquiſite 
required upon theſe occafions, and im- 
mediately complied with the demand, 
though the little money 1 had was very 
near being all exhauſted. This was im- 
mediately ſent away for liquor, and the 
whole priſon was ſqon filled with riots 
laughter, and profanenels. © 


x« How,” cried Ito myſelf, hall men w 

«ſo very wicked be cheerful, and ſhall 01 
5 be melancholy! I feel only the ſame 

« confinement with them, and I think 1 ce 

„ have more reaſon to be happy.“ = 

With ſuch reflections I laboured to « 


become cheerful ; but cheerfulneſs was «| 
never yet produced by effort, which is 6 ] 
itſelf painful. As I was fitting therefore ec | 


| in a * corner of the goal, in 'Aa penſive & | 
poſture, one of my fellow-priſoners came 1 


up, and fitting by me entered into con- at 
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verſation. It was my conſtant ml © . ln. 25 5 


never to avoid the converſation of any 
man who ſeemed to defire it: for if good, 
I might profit by his infiruction ; if bad, 
he might be aſſified by mine. I found 
this to be a knowing man, of firong un- 
lettered ſenſe; but a thorough knowledgs 
of the world, as it is called, or, more 
properly ſpeaking, of human nature an 
the wrong fide. He aſked me if I had 
taken care to provide myſelf with a bed, 
which was a circumliance I had.1 never 
once attended to. 

That's unfortunate ,”* cried be, cc 6 

* you are allowed here nothing but ſtraw, 
and your apartment is very large and 
* cold. However, you ſeem to be ſome- 
„thing of a gentleman, and as I have 
been one mylelf in my time, part of 
* my bed-clothes are Ee at Tre 
* ſervice. e | 

1 thanked him, profeſſion my furprife 
at ending ſuch 8 in a gaol, in 
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misfortunes, adding, to let him ſee that 0 
I was a ſcholar, * That the ſage ancient 0 
* ſeemed to underfiand the value of com- c 
e pany in affliction, when he ſaid, Ten 
© hoſman aire, ei dos ton etairon. And a 
*in fact,” continued 1, What is the 

„world if it affords only ſolitude?“ 
« You talk of the world, Sir, return- tl 
ed my fellow-priſonerz ** the world is a] 
«in its dotage, and yet the coſmo - d 
*gony or creation of the world has on 
"*« puzzled the philoſophers of every age, 
hat a medley of opinions have they 
not broached upon the creation of the 
* world ! Sanconiathon, Manethso, 
* Beroſus, and Ocellus Lucanus, have 
«all attempted it in vain. The latter 
«has, theſe words, Anarchon. ara kai 
« atelutation to pan, which implies” 
 — —*T aſk pardon, Sir,” cried I, «for 
«* interrupting ſo much learning; but T 
think I have heard all this before. Have 
e not had the pleaſure of once ſeeing 
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50 at Welbridge fair, and is not your 0 | 


„name Ephraim Jenkinſon 7?” At this 
«demand he only fighed. 1 ſuppoſe 
uu moſt recollect, reſumed I, one 
« Doctor Primroſe ,, from whom you 
„bought an borle.” eee 

He now at once recollected me; for 
th: gloomineſs of the place and the 
approaching night had prevented his 
diſtinguiſhing my features before. — — 
«Yes, Sir,” returned Mr. Jenkinſon, I 
© remember you perfectly well; I bought 
© an horſe, but forgot to pay for him. 
« Your "neighbour Flamborough is the 
© only proſecutor I am any way afraid 
of at the next aſlizes; for he intends 
„to ſwear poſitively againſt me as a 
«coiner. I am heartily ſorry, Sir, I ever 
«deceived you, or indeed any man; for 
„you ſee,” continued he, ſhewing his 
ſhackles, * what my tricks have W e 
* me to.“ | 


1 
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Well, Sir 2 replied * "your kind. 
**neſs in offering me aſſiſtance, when 


C * 4 
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you could expect no return, ſhall be 
< repaid with my endeavours to ſofien 


or totally ſuppreſs Mr. Flamborough's: : 


_ evidence , and I will ſend my ſon 40 


bim for that purpoſe the firſt opportu- - 
95 Cnityf nor do I in the leaſt: doubt but | 


he will comply: with. my requettz: Land 
* as to my own evidence, yon need be 


* under no uneafineſs about that.” 

„Well, Sir,” cried he, all the 

« return I can makeſhall be your s. Vo 
- *ſhall have more than half my bed 
- © clothes to-night, and I'll take care t 


de fland your friend in the priſon, where 
«IT think I have ſome influence. 

I thanked him, and could wal aid 
bolus ſurpriſed at the preſent youthful 
change in his aſpect; for at the time [ 


had ſeen him before, he” appeared at 


leaſt fixty. — — Sir, anſwered he, 


* you are litile acquainted with the 
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< world; I had at that. time falſe hair, 
© and have learnt-the-art of counterfeit- 
ing every age from ſeventeen to ſeventy. 
Ah, Sir, had I but beſtowed half the 
< pains in learning a trade, that I have 
“in learning to be a ſcoundrel, 1 might 


_ < have been a rich man at this day. But 


© rogue. as I am, flill I may be your 
«friend, and that perhaps when you 
*lealt expect it.” ; | 

We were now prevented from farther 


converſation, by the arrival of the gaoler's 


ſervants, who came to call over the pri- 
foners' names, and lock them up for the 
night. A fellow allo with a bundle of firaw - 


| for my bed attended, who led me along a 


dark narrow pallage into a room paved 
like the common priſon, and in one 
corner of this I ſpread my bed, and the 
clothes given me by my fellow-priſoner; 
which done, my conductor, who was 
civil enough, bade me a good night. Af- _ 
ter my uſual meditations, and having 
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praiſed my Heavenly Corrector, I laid 


- myſelf down and ſlept mw the has, 
SH ay anna df till _—_— LE 


* CHAP. u. 


n in the <0 To make 


latos complete, they ſhould re- 
ward as well as e. 


Tu E next ing early 1 was awa⸗ 


kened by my family, whom I found in 


tears at my bed-fide. The gloomy firength 

of every thing about us, it ſeems, had 
| davnted them. I gently rebuked their 
forrow, alluring them I had never ſlept 
with greater tranquillity, and next in- 


quired after my eldeſt daughter, who 


was not among them. They informed me 
that yeſterday's uneafineſs and fatigue 


| had increaſed her fever, and it was 
judged proper to leave her behind. My 
next care was to ſend my ſon to procure 
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a room or two to lodge the family in, 
as near the priſon as conveniently could 


be found. He obeyed; but could only bn 


find one apartment, which was hired at 
a [mall expenſe, for his mother and 
filters, the gaoler with humanity con- 
ſenting to let him and his two little bro- 
- thers lie in the priſon with me. A bed 
was therefore prepared for them in a 
corner of the room, which 1 thought 
anſwered very conveniently. I was wil- 
ling, however, previouſly to know whe- 
ther my little children .choſe to lie in a 
place which ſeemed to __ them upon 
entrance, 

« Well,” cried . my good boys, 
how do you like your bed? I hope 
* you are not afraid to lie in this room, 
dark as it appears.” N 

No, papa,” ſays Dick, I am not 
" afraid to lie ay Wee 5 whers you 
© arg. 


\" 


"266. ©: m VION. 


And 1,” ſays Bill, who was yet 


| But four years old, * * * 
«beſt that my papa. is in. 


After this, 1 allotted to N of 5 


family what they were to do. My daugh- 
ter was particularly directed to watch her 
declining fifter's health; my .wite was to 


attend me; my little boys were to read 


to me: And as for. you, my ſon,” 
continued I, it is by the labour of 


* your hands we muſt all hope to be 
* ſupported. Your wages, as a day- | 


labourer, will be full ſufficient, with 
< proper frugality, to maintain us all, 
and comfortably toa.” Thou art now fix- 
* teen years old, and haſt firength, and 
<it was given thee, my fon, for very 
s uſeful purpoſes : for it mult ſave from 
* famine your helpleſs parents and ſami- 
ly. Prepare then this evening to look 
© gut for work againſt to-morrow , and 
bring home every night what "oy 
"+" you earn, for our a ae 
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led the reſt, I walked down to the com- 


mon priſon, where I could enjoy more 


when the execrations, lewdnels, and bru- 
tality that invaded me on every fide, 
drove me back to my apartment again. 


Here I ſate for ſome time, pondering 
upon the-firange- infatuation of wreiches, 


who finding all mankind in open arms 
againſt them, were labouring to make 
themſelves a n and a. CE | 


enemy. * > | 2 * = þ* $5 


Their inſenbbility excited * highelt 


compaſiion, and blotted my on unea- 


finels from my mind. It even appeared 
a duty incumbent upon me to attempt 
to reclaim them. I reſolved therefore once 
more to return, and in ſpite of their con- 
tempt to give them my advice, and con- 


quer them by perſeverance. Going there , 


fore among them again, I informed Mr. 
Jenkinſon of my — at which he 


| 38 
_ Having thus inſtructed him, and ſett- 
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laughed — Ae communicated 1 

to the reſt. The propoſal was received 
with the greateſt good - humour, as it pro- 


reſource for mirth, but what could be 
e from ridicule or debauchery. + 


groans of contrition burleſqued, winking 


—— 


| 


miſed to afford a new fund of entertain 


I therefore read them a portion of the 
krebs with a loud unaffected voice, 


and found my audience perfectly merry 
upon the occafion. Lewd whiſpers, 


and coughing, alternately excited laugh- 16 
ter. However, I continued with my na- <c 


_ tural ſolemnity to read on, ſenſible that ce 
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what I did might amend ſome, but could ce 


itſelf receive no contamination from any. ce 
After reading, I entered upon my ex. ce 

hortation, which was rather calculated 

at firſt to amuſe them than to reprove. * 

I previouſly obſerved, that no other mo- 4. 

tive hut their welfare could induce me 4 


0 this; that I was their felloty-priſoner, * 


0 ant nrd. vw 

| and now got nothing by Piel Twas 1 
forry , I ſaid, to hear them fo very pro- - -þ 

fane , becauſe they got nothing by ir, but 
might loſes great deal: For be aſfured, 

«© my friends,” cried 1, or you are 

my friends, however the world max 

« diſclaim your friendtbip) though yo 


b © ſwore twelve thouſand oaths in a day, 

, «jt would not put one penny in your 

f tt purſe.” Then what ſiguißes calling every 

, © moment upon the devil, and courting 

| « his friendſhip, ſince you 6nd how ſeut- 

$ « yvily he uſes you He has given you 8 
- vc nothing here, you hund, but a mouth- 

t ful of oaths and an empty belly; and 

d «by the beft accounts I have of him, - 

fo «he will give you nothing that's good - 
* ce hereafter, * Figs + 
d If uſed.ill in our dealings with one 79 
. * man, we naturally go elſe- where Were 

5 ©it not worth your while then, juſt to 

16 *try how you may like the ulage ok 

„ another Malier, who gives you fair 
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3 & rake en 
| ha SP ae lief Sure- 


«ly my friends;, of all flupidity in the 


world,, his mult be greateſt, who, after 
_<*robbing- an houſe, runs to the thief. 
* takers for protection. And yet how are 


t you/-more wiſe? You are all ſeeking 
-<.comfort from one that has already be- 


e trayed you, applying to a more ma- 
„ licious being than any thief-taker of 


E dhem all; for they only decoy, and 


* then hang you; but he decoys and 
„ hangs, and what is worſt of all, will 


_ .** not let you loole after. Sie Hang 


ee has done. 
When I had a 1 W 


the compliments of my audience, ſome 


of whom came and ſhook me by the hand, 


wearing that I was a very honeſt 'fel- 


Io, and that they defired my further 


acquaintance. I therefore promiled to re- 
peat my lecture next day, and actually | 
_ conceived ſome hopes of making a refor- - 
mation here; for it had ever been my 
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1 that no man was r . 
/ of amendment, every heart lying open 
to the Thafts of reproof, if the archer bo 
could but take à proper aim. When T 
had thus ſatisfied my mind, I went back 
to my apartment, where my wife pre- 
pared a frugal meal, while Mr. Jenkinſon | 
begged leave to add his dinner to ours, 
and partake of the pleaſute, as he was 
kind enough to expreſs it, of my con - 
verſation. He had not yet ſeen my fa - 
mily ; for as they came to my apartment 
by a door in the narrow paſſage already 
. deſcribed, by this means they avoided 
the common priſon. Jenkinſon at the firſt - 
interview therefore ſeemed not a little | 
firuck with the beauty of my youngeſt - 7 
daughter, 'which her penſive „ 
tributed. to heighten, and my little ones 
did not paſs unnoticed.” i 
Alas, Doctor, cried he; © theſe 
* children are too handſome and too good | 
*for ſuch a place as this!” _ - 
| Da | 
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=... «Why, Mr. Jenkinſon. "a 4 
C thank Heaven my children are pretty 
«tolerable in morals, and if they be good, 
eit matters. little for the reſi.” i 
fancy, Sir,” returned my fallow. 
priſoner, that it muſt give you great 
46 en to have this little family about 
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46 you.' 


A; Ks Mr. Jenkinſon,' 5 - replied 


| I, «yes, it is indeed a comfort, and I 


<6 would not be without them for all the 


46 world; for they can make a dungeon 
de ſeem à palace. There is but one way 
* in this life of wounding my happinels, 
« and that is by-injuring them.” 

«I am afraid then, Sir,” cried he, 


„that I am in ſome, meaſure culpable; 


« for I think I ſee. here” (looking at my 


_*ſon Moſes) * one that I have injured, 


and by whom 1.wilſh to be forgiven.” 


My ſon immediately recollected his 
voice and features, though he had be- 


fore ſeen him in diſguiſe, and taking him 


* 
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by the hand, with a ſmile forgave him. 
6 Yet,” continued he, 1 can't help | 0 
„wondering at what you could ſee in . 9 
* my face, to think me a 2 e wa 
for deception.” - „ 

« My dear Sir,” 1 1 the other 
* was not your face, but your white : "4 
< ftockings and the black ribband in your . 
« hair, that allured me. But no diſpa- 
<< ragement to your parts, I have deceiv- . 
« ed wiſer men than you in my time; 
Land yet, with all my tricks, the block- 
heads have been too many tos me at 
ce laſs: | 

I ſuppoſe,” cried my ſon, © that the 
©narrative'of ſuch a life as yours muſt 
© be extremely infiructive and amuſing.” 

Not much of either,” returned Mr. 
Jenkinſon. Thoſe relations which de- 
« ſcribe the tricks and vices. only of man- 
«kind, by increaſing our ſuſpicion in 
* life, retard our ſucceſs. The traveller 


* 
* 
* 


x * 
e 4 - 
b . % | 
—————— 2 cov. —— —— — —— — ——— we - 2 a ; 


<<that diſtruſts every perſon he meets, by | 
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«and turns back upon. the appearance 


Of every man that looks like a robber, 
<< ſeldom arrives in time at his 8 12 s 
. > 

Indeed 1 think, from my own ex · 


ee perience, that the knowing one is the 


46 fillieſt fellow under the ſun. I was 
be thought cunning from my very child- 
© hood; when but ſeven years old the 
< ladies would ſay that I was a petfect 
<little, man; at fourteen, I knew the 
60 l cocked my hat, and loved the 
<« ladies; at twenty, though I was per- 
* fectly honeſt, yet every one thought 
© me ſo cunning, that not one would 
truſt me. Thus I was at laft obliged 
to turn ſharper in my own defence, 
* and have lived ever fince, my head 
* throbbing with ſchemes to deceive, 
*and my heart palpitating with fears of 
te detection. I uſed often to | laugh at your 
te honeſt imple neighbour Flamborough, 
and one way or another generally cheat- 
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de ed him once a year. Yet flill the ho- 
e neſt man went forward without ſuſpi- 
* cion, and grew rich, while 1 ftill con- 


* tinued trickly and cunning, and was | | 


* poor, without the conſolation of being 


« honeſt. However, continued he, let 


c me know your caſe, and what has 
te brought you here; perhaps, though I 
have not [kill to avoid a gaol myſelf, 
«I may extricate my friends.” 

In compliance with bis curiofity, I 
informed him of the whole train of ac- 
eidents and follies that had plunged me 
into my preſent troubles, and my utter 
inability to get free. 

After hearing my fiory, ail pauſing 
ſome minutes, he ſlapt his forehead gas 
if he had hit upon ſomething material, 
and took his leave, ſaying, he would 
try what could be done. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 


Te yup fect — 6 


Tu E next morning I communicarel | 
to my wife and children the ſcheme 1 


had planned of reforming the priſoners, 


which they received with univerſal diſap- 
Probation , alledging the impollibility 
and impropriety of it; adding, that my 
endeavours would no way contribute to 
their amendment , but might Os” 


. diſgrace my n 
« Excuſe me, returned I, theſs 


people, however fallen, are ſtill men, 


and that is a very good title to my 
«affections. Good counſel] rejected re- 


<« turns to enrich the giver's boſom; and 


* though the infiruction 1 communicate 


% may not mend them, yet it will al- 


' © ſuredly mend myſelf. If theſe wretches, 


<< my children, were princes , there would 


\ - 


4 


«Yes, my treaſures, if I can mend them 
„I will; perhaps they will not all de- 


0 « " * — 1 
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«be thouſands ready to offer their mi- 5 
« niſtry; but, in my opinion, the heart - 
«that is buried in a dungeon is as pre- 
„ cjous as that ſeated upon a throne. 


s ſpiſe me. Perhaps I may catch up even 


„one from the gulph, and that will be 
ec great gain; for is there upon earth a 
«© gem ſo precious as the human ſoul?” 

Thus. ſaying, I left them, and de- 
ſcended to the common priſon, where 
I found the priſoners very merry, ex- 
pecting my arrival, and each prepared 


with ſome gaol trick to play upon the 


doctor. Thus, as I was going to begin, 
one turned my wig awry, as if by ac- 
cident, and then aſked my pardon. A 


ſecond, who Rood at Tome diftance, had | | 
a knack of ſpitting through his teeth, 


which fell in ſhowers upon my book. 


A third would cry Amen in ſuch an af 
fected tone as gave the reſt great delight. 


* 


my ee But thars.» was one whold 
trick gave more univerſal pleaſure than 
all the reſt; for | obſerving the manner 


in which 1 had diſpoſed my books on 


| the table before me, he very dextrouſly 


diſplaced one of them, and put an ob- 


ſcene jeft-book of his own in the place, 
However, I took no notice of all that 


this miſchievous group of little beings 


could do; but went on, perfectly lenſible 
that what was ridiculous i in my attempt, 
would excite mirth only the firſt or ſecond 
time, while what was ſerious would be 
permanent. My defign ſucceeded, and in 


leſs than fix days ſome were pies | 


and all attentive. 

It was now that I applauded 8 per- 
| ſeverance and addreſs , at thus giving 
ſenſibility to wretches diveſted of every 
moral feeling, and now began to think 
of doing them temporal ſervices alſo, by 


rendering their fituation ſomewhat more 


comfortable Their time: had niere 


been devided between famine and excels, 


tumultuous riot and bitter repining. Their 
only employment was quarrelling-among 


each other, playing at eribbage, and 
cutting tobacco ſtoppers. From this laſt 


mode of idle induſtry I took the hint of 


ſetting ſuch as choſe to work at cutting 


pegs for tobacconifis and ſhoemakers, 
the proper wood being bought by a gene 


ral ſubſeription, and When manufactur- 
ed, ſold by my appointment; ſo that 


each earned fomething every day : a trifle 
indeed, but ſufficient to maintain him. 

I did not ſtop here, but inftituted fines 
for the puniſhment of immorality, and 
rewards for peculiar indufiry, Thus, in 
leſs than-a fortnight I had formed them 
into ſomething ſocial and had the pleaſure 


of regarding myſelf as a legiſlator,, who 


had brought men from their native fero- 
city into friendſhip and obedience. _ 
And it Wer ney" to be wiſhed, that 


or WAKEFIELD. A. 
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reads pere ee thus urea. 
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Jaw rather to reformation than ſeverity, 


That it would ſeem convinced that the 
work of eradicating crimes is not by mak- 
Ing puniſhments familiar, but formidable, | 


Then, inſtead of our preſent priſons, 
which find or make men guilty, which 
encloſe wretches for the commiſſion of 
one crime, and return them, if returned 
alive, fitted for the perpetration of thou- 
ſands; it were to be wiſhed we had, 
as in other parts of Europe, places of 
penitence and ſolitude, where the accul- 
ed might be attended by ſuch as could 
give them repentance if guilty, or new 


- motives to virtue if innocent. And this, 


but not the increaſing puniſhments, is 
the way to mend a fiate : nor can I avoid 


even queſtioning the validity of that right 
which ſocial combinations have aſſumed, 


of capitally puniſhing offences of a flight 
nature. In caſes of murder their right is 
obvious, as it is the duty of us all, from 


T A — 
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or WAKEFIELD. zs 
the law of ſelf-defence to cut off that man 


who has ſhewn a dilregard for the life 
of another. Againſt ſuch, all nature riſes 


in arms; but it is not ſo againſt hin who - 


fieals my property. Natural law gives me 


no right to take away his life ; as by . 


that the horſe he ſteals is as much his 
property as mine. If then 1 have any 


rizht, it muſt be from a compact made 


between us, that he who deprives the 
other of his horſe ſhall die. But this is 
a falſe compact; becauſe no man bas a 


right to barter his life, no more than 


to take it away, as it is not his own. 
And beſides, the compact is inadequate, 


and would be ſet aſide. even in a court 


of modern equity, as there is a great 


penalty for a trifling convenience, fince | 


it is far better that two men ſhould live, 
than that one man ſhould ride. But a 
compact that is falſe between two men, 
is equally ſo between an hundred, or 
an hundred thouſand; for as ten mil- 
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©. © Hons of cireles can never make a ſquare, . 
ſo the united voice of myriads cannot 
lend the ſmalleſt foundation to falſehood. 

It is thus that reafon ſpeaks, and untu · 


n E 
2 
as 


tored nature ſays the ſame thing. Savages, 
that are directed by natural law alone, 
are very tender of the lives of each other; 
they ſeldom ſhed blood Sue to retaliats 
former cruelty. 

Our Saxon anceſiors: a . as they 
were in war, had but few executionsin 
times of peace; and in all commencing 
governments that have the print of nature 


Rill firong upon them, ſcarce any cxiums | 


is held capital. 

It is among the citizens of a rabid 
community that penal laws, which are 
in the hands of the rich, are laid upon 
the poor. Government, while it grows 
older, ſeems to acquire the moroſenels 
of age; and as if our prgperty were be- 
come dearer in proportion as it increal- 
ed, as if the more enormous our wealth, 
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the more e tenſt 09 our feats, neden 
ſeſſions are paled up with new stets 
every day, and hunt ronled 3 
to ſcare every invader. 
I cant tell en aha 

_— our penal laws, or the ficens - 
tiouſnels of our people, that this country 
ſhould Thew* more convicts' in.” a" year, 
than half the -dominions of Europe unit- 

ed. Perhaps it is owing'to both for they 
mutually produos each other; When by 
indiſcriminate penal laws 4 nation be- 
holds the lame puniſhment affixed to 
diſſimilar degrees of guilt, from N 
ing no diſtinction in the penalty, the 
people are led to loſe all ſenſe of diſtine - 
tion in the crime, and this dilfinction is 
the bulwark of al} morality: us the 
multitude of laws produte new "vices, 
and new vices call for freſh reffraints; 

It were to be Wilhed then thatpower, 
inſtead of contriving new laws to puniſh 
vice, inflead of Graving hard the eqrds 
. 
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them, inſtead of cutting away wretches 
as uſeleſs . before we have tried their 
— , inſlead of gohverting correction 
into Vengeance „it were to be wiſhed 
that we tried the xeſirietive arts of govern- 
ment and made la the protector, but 

not, the. typant of the people. We ſhould 
they, bnd that creatures, whoſe ſouls are 
beid- as droſs, only wanted the hand 

1 of 2. zpſipex;cwe ſhould. then find that 

wreiches, now Huck up ſor long tortures, 

left luxury ſhould feel q momentary pang, 

might, if properly treated, lerveto | 

the Bate, in times of danger; chat, as 

theix faces are like ours, their hearts are 

ſo too; that few minds are ſo baſe, as 

that perſeverance cannot amend; that a 

man may ſee, his lak cxime without dying 

kor itz and that wenden. * wil 
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b HAD now been confined more bas 
1 fortnight; but had not ün⁰¹c2ᷓ my arrival 
deen viſited: by my dear Olivia, and 1 
greatly langed to! ſet her-. Having com- 
municated my wiſhes ta my wife, the 
next morning the poor girl entered wy 
apartment, leaning on her fiſter's arm. 
The change which :I-ſaw in ber. counte- 
aance:firuck me. The numberleſs graces 
that once refided chers were pow fled ,/ 
and the hand of death ſeemied to have 
molded every feature to alarm me. Her 
(ep HVEERt ns her forehead was 
Hon 
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«I am glad to 3. my dear, 


_ cried 1 but why dis dezection; Livy? 


*I hope, my love, vou have too great 
« a regard for me,; to permit diſappoint- 
* ment thus to undermine a life, Which 


*I prize as my own. Be cheerful ; child, 
and we yet may lee happier: days.” 
Lou have ever, Sir, replied ſhe, 
been kind to me, and it adds to 
< pain, that I. Thall never have an op- 
* portunity of ſharing/ that happĩneſs yo 


<< promiſe; Happinels, I fear, is no longe 
cc reſerved for me here; and 1 long io be 


« rid of a place where I have only found 
c make a proper ſubmiſſion to Mr. Thotn- 
hill; it may, in ſome meaſure, indus 
* bin v0 pity vous and it vil bios m- 
«relief in dying.“ ae hon 

Never; child replied” I. ever 


| will I be brought, to acknowledge my 


__ 0 - a” 


er 


K for AY the. 


Dy 
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world may look upon — | 
< ſcorn; let it be mine to regard it as 2 


« mark of esedaulity , not of gail ar 


«dear, I am no way miſerable in this 55 


place, however diſmal it may em 
« and be aſſured that while ybu continue 


«to bleſs me by living, he ſhall: "never / 


« wretched by marrying; another.” 


my fellow-priſoner, who was by at this 


upon my obſtinacy, in refuling a lubmil- 
fon , which promiſed to give me freedom... 


He obſerved; that the reſt of my family 
was not to be ſacriſiced to the peace of 
one child alone, and ſhe the only one 
who had offended me. Beſides” added 


he, „I don't know if it be juſt thus o 
*« obſtruct the union of man and wife, 


which _ do- at preſent, by NE 
% E's 3 
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—_— ws match which yOu. car 
V zinder, but may -render-unhappy-.”- 
Ai replied „1 ou are unae· 

©quaitited with the Man that oppreſſes 


n 


ec us. I am vety ſenſible that n ſubmil- 


eon I can make could;procure me liber - 


even for an baun Lam told that 
ven in This very room à debtor of his, 


* of 


N unos later than laſt year, died for want. 


* But though my ſubmiſſion and appro 

bation could transſer me from hence to 

*the; moſt beautiful apartment he is pol - 
et ſeſſed of: yet I Would grant neither, 

tas ſomething Whilpers me, bhat it 


would be giving a ſanction to adultery, 


While my daughter: lives, no other 
© marriage of bis ſhall ever be legal in 
* eye. Were ſhe removed Fo indeed, 

I ſhould be the baſeſi of men, from any 


— of my own, to attempt put - 


ce ting aſunder thoſe who wiſh for an 
* union. No, villain as he 3s, 1 Thould 


2 then wiſh him married, to prevent the 
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* of, all fathersd to gu an infixument 
<« which muſt ſend my child to thecgtawe, 
merely ſto avoid ia priſon myſelf; and 
„thus to eſcape one pang, break wy 
« child's: heart -with.a: thouſand?” 0 irs +> 
that he ſegred my, daughter's life. was 
already tos much waſted to keep me long 
a priſoner, However, continued hej 
though you. refule to; ſubmit to the 


« nephew I hope vo have no objec 
* tions to laying your caſe» before the 


„uncle, who has the firſt charactet in 
„the kingdom fot every thing that is 
«<;uſt and good. I would adviſe you to 

* ſend him a lettet by the poſt, intimat- 
ing all his nephew's ill uſage; and my 
* life for it, that in three days yon ſhalk 
„have an anſwer.” I thanked him for 


the hint, and inſlantly ſet about comply 
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Ab te anted paper nite 
all out money had been laid out that 
2 Wan however he "_ 

mee 3 nes amd 

For the a ett dps 0 was in 
a fate of anxiety; to knom what te- 
ception my letter might meet with; but 

in the mean time was frequently ſolicit- 
ed by my wife to ſubmit to any condi- 
- tions rather than remain here, and every 
received no anſwer to my letter: the com- 
plaints of a firanger againſt 'a favourite 
nephew, were no way likely to ſucceed; 
ſo that theſe hopes ſoon vaniſhed like 
all my former. My mind, however, ftill 
ſupported itſelf, though confinement and 
bad air began to make a' viſible altera« 
tion in my health, and my arm that 
had ſuffered in the fire, grew worſe. My 
children, however, ſat by me, and while 
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tn nbd on my be; 0 


deelisad daher gy Mgr rity wellgs 
from her contributed t6 inetenle my ap- 


{ The fifth morning 


prehenifioris' and pa 


after 1 bad written the letter Which das 


ſent to Sir Willlam Thorntäli, 1 was 
zlarmed with an account: that The was 
ſpeechleſs. Now it was; that confinement 
was ily painful to me; my foul was 
n its priſon to be near the pil- 
low of my child, to comfort; to Hrengthen 
her, to receive her laſt wiſhes, and teach 


ber SI e eee 


account came; ſhe was expiring , and 
yet I was debarred the ſmall comfort of 


weeping” by Rer. My fellow-priſoner, 


ſome time after, came” with the Taft ac- 


count. He bade de be parithe; ſhe was 
dead! The next nent morning he return- 
ed, and found me with my two little 
ones? pip my ey cvivp mpahichs, u 
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me, ae wa ie cy or Las 
nom A609, HI6,tpoatneps.. Andie: my 
ler an ngeb, DPW» papa. ericd the 
Lidel ®and why hen ars Ten Jaraxifer 

< her? I with, I were an angelignt ofthis 
c « frightful; placeyrif my papa were, with 
me. Ves, added my youngſt dar. 
5 158 eue, ee ee. — 
a hers arg Very bad.” % ne 12 
Mx. r eee e 
leſs prathie,, by obſerving, that now wy 
n daughter Was, no, more, I ſhopld. ſe 
_ riouſly think af the reſt. of my family, 
and attempt to-ſays my. own life, which 
was gvery day; deglining 1 fog, any of 


F necellaries apd.vholoſome air. He.adggd, 
© that, it vue αν jpqupbent-on. me to 14- 

— orifice any pride or xeſentmenh of my 
. * e e e 
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and though; he, has taken from ume 


„ WAREFIEED. © as 


pended- on me. for Iupporks and, that 


1 was h-]¶) hoch, by reaſon and juſy 
tice , ohliged to d tg... reconcile m 
la unten ae 1 Alad r Dotz | 
„Heaven be praiſed,” ,zeplied, I 
4 pride left ans... agw..D.l 


_ «ſhould. deteſt my own heart, Af. L 
either pride, or reſentment Juxking 


there. On the, contrary, as WW. 
« preſſar has, hae ange. my 23 iſhioner. 
«] hope, one. day to, preſent, him pan 
« unpolluted ſoul, at the eternal wibugal, 

No, Sir, I have no xelentment,now, 


<« what I held, degger than; all his trea» 
«« ſures ,, though he has wrung my heart, 
for I am fick almoſt to fainting ,; very 
« fick , my, fellow-priſoner, yetthatſhall 
© never, inſpire, me with vengeance. Lam 
*now willing dg approve 'his.marriages 
*and if this ſubmillion, 599 FO BAT 


* pleaſure, Jet him know, that if 1 


© have. dene him, any injury, I. am 
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and ink, and wrote dowñ my ſubmiſſion 


nearly as I have expret ir, to“ which - 


I figned'my name. My ſon was employed 


to chrry the letter to Mr. Thornhill, 


who” was then at his ſeat in che country, 
He went; and in about fix hours return. 
ed With 4 verbal anſwer. He had ſome 
difficulty, he faid, to get a fight of his 
landlord, as the ſervants were inſolent 
_ aid ſuſpicious ; ; but he accidentally ſaw 
him us he was going out upon bufineſs, 
preparing for his marriage, which was 
to be in three days. He bontinued to in- 
form us, that he liept vp in the hum - 
bleſt manner, and delivered the letter , 
which "when Mr. Thornhill had read, 
he laid that all fubmiſſion' was now too 


late afid unieceſlary; that he had heard 


of out application to bis uncle, which 
met with"the contempt'it deferved; and 
1 for the rell, that all future applica- 
tions ſhould. be directsQ to Sis OT; 
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deer WAKEFIELD. 3% 
as he had: a very gdf opinion of tlie 
diſcretion of the two: young ladies, they 
might neee agreeable in- 
terceſſors. ir ee ym? 

„Well A ſaid I to ay fellow. 
per of the man that er 5 
< can at once be facetious and cruel : 
< but let him uſe me as he will, 1 fhall 
„ ſoon be free, in ſpite of all his bolts 
c to reſtrain me. I am now drawing to- 
< wards an abode that looks brighter as 
«I approach it: this expectation cheers 
my afflictions , and though I leave an 
* helpleſs family of orphans behind me, 
«yet they will not be utterly forſaken; 
« ſome friend, perhaps, will be found 
eto aſſiſt them for the ſake of their poor 
«father , and ſome may charitably re- 
*lieve them for — ſake of an 
* Fa ys 145. #091 


E's 
12 


XP u wein, A 

ag eie give g ei whom 1 
had note ſcen that day before, appear- 
ed with looks of terrour; and making 
effort q but unable to ſpeak; * Why, 
% my love,” cried 1, „why will yon 


thus increaſe my afflictions by your 


on? What though no ſubmiſſions can 
Le turn our ſevere maſter; thougk he bas 
doomed: me to die in this place of 
e„uretchedneſs, and though we have lol 
% danling child, yet Rill you will find 
* comfort in your other children when 
1 Thall be no more. „We have in- 
e deed loſt, returned ſfhe, a2 darling 
: child My Sophia, my deareſt, is gone, 
< ſnatched from us, carried off by ruf- 
*fangP? 4.4 [69-945 ORF 7 W 
„How; Madam, eried my fellow. 

have og * Miſs Sophia pormera an: by 
s villains fure it cannot be?” 
_ +» She could only peg a bel 
look, and a' flood of tears. But one of 
the priſoners wives, who was preſent, 
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or WAKEFIELD, $39 

and cdme In with her „ e bY: 
diſtinot aceount The informed us that 
as my Wife, my daughter,” and Berkel, 
were taking a Walk togetKet om the great 
road A little Way but” of the village, a 
poſt-chaiſe and pair drove up to them, 
and inſtantly flopt: Upon which! a well 
tref man, but not Mro Thornküllz ſtep- 
ping out] elaſped wy. daughter round 
the Wait; and foreing her in bid the 
poffiltion drve on; ſo thit/they' were 
out of fight in a niomedts Dh 

„Now eried IV the ſum of my 
© miſeries is made up u i it in the 
© power of any thing: on earth to give ; 
<< me another pang, What! not one left! 
not to leave me one! the monſter! the 
„child that was neut my heapt! The 
„had the beauty of un angel; and al- 
<moſt the wifdom ot An angel! But ſup- 
* port that woman, nor let ber fall. Not 
to leave me one!“ Alas, my huſ- Þ 
©band,” ſaid my wife, «you ſeem 10 
Ff 


nn 1. . than, I. Our 
Eo «« diſtreſſes are great; but I could beat 
this and more ; if I ſaw; you but eaſy, 
They may take away my children and 

an the world, Wc leave! me but 
you.“ 37 1 o 2 9 eo 

My ſon;'+ a ae _endea- 

e be our grief; he bade 

aus take comfort, for he hoped that we 
might fill have reaſon to be thankful. — 

| —* My child eried I, * look round 

8 the world, ani: ſee if there be any'hap- 
<< pinels left me now. Is not every ray 

« of comfort ſhutout; while all out bright 

<< proſpects. only lie beyond the grave!“ 

— —< My. dear father,” returned he, 

41 hope there is ſtill ſomething that will 

* e give you an interval of ſatisfaction 3 
«for I have à letter from my brother 
„George. N What of him, child in- 
terrupted I, « does he know our miſery? 
1 hope my boy is exempt from any 


— 


„ 5 - 2 . 0 
I NO OE ate aaa na ett 


Apart of what his wretched family ſuf- 
| 957 . : | 


. fon, you ſhall ſee the letter, which 


fers N Ves, Sir, Wer IS ag} 
he een 8. ede, gl 


good news; he is the 7 — ef 


« colonel; who promiſes to procure him 
* tho vary; „ ; 
** vacant!” * J. ets e i 85 4 
And are you ſure of all this,”,cried._ 
my wife}, „“ are you ſure. that nothing - | 
< il has: befallen my boy? No- 
ching indeed, Madam,” returned my 


< will give you the higheſt pleaſure ; 
* and; if any: thing can procuſe you 
© comfort, I am ſure that will.““ But are 
ce you ſure,” fiill.xepeated he © that the 
< letter is from himſelf, and that he is 
© really ſo happy? Ves, Madam,” 
replied he, it is certainly his, and he 

vill one day be the credit and the 
© ſupport of our family! —** Then 1 
thank Providence, cried ſhe, that 


Ff 3 


8 ar,” oft nk. 
a — not confeſs, chat 
e. though the hand of Heaven 18, ſore 
4 Kupon us in other inflanees, it has 
2 *Beew favourable here; By the laſt let- 6 
ter I wrote my ſou }-which” was in , 
<the bitterneſs of anger, I defited him, « 
upon his mother's bleſſing, aud if he c 


. | : 

| *«hadth6;heart;of a man to sh unte I < 

=. done his father and fiſter und avenge 6 
| *#owrreauſes But thanks be to Him wb cc 


e directs all things „it has miſcarried, 
cs and IL am at ref.. Moman, eried U 
1,/<thow:ihaft dons very ill, and at 
5 „„ another time my reproaches might 
have been more ſevetb. Olr): what 3 
< tremendous gulph haft thou eſfcaped, 
hat would have buried both thee and 
him in endleſs ruin Frovidente, in- 
«deeds hab here been kinder- to ub than 
deve td ourſelves. It has reſerved that 
*« ſorf to be the father and protector: of 
* children when 1 ſhall bel away. 


2 me 
2 4 
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or \WAREFIELD. % 


* ſtript of every comfort, * * ; al 1 


hear that he is happy and inſenſible of 


© our affljetions; Hill kept in reſerre is 


< ſupport his ide ved mother; ald *6 
protect his brothers arid fiſters. But 
„what filters hes he left, he has 16 
<< filters now, they ate all gone, robbed 


„from mes aud 1 am undene!“ —. 
Father,“ interrupted my fon:. 1 beg 


„you will zive me leave to read his 
< letter, I know it will pleaſe you.” 
Upon which, with my e q he 
read'ss Moy A en | | 
HONOURED: STR, a 

02 INE WI 2 4 04 1 

[ HAVE called. off» my n 
few moments from the pleaſures that ſur- 


round me,; to flu it upon objects that 

are till more pleaſing, the dear little 
fire-ſide at home. My faney draws that 
harmleſs groupe as liſtening to every line 
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-of te e ws 8 1-view 
thoſe faces with delight which never felt 
the deforming hand/of ambition or dif- 
treſs! But whatever your happineſs may 
be at- home, I am ſure it will be ſome * 
addition to it, 10 hear that I am per- ye 
fectly pleaſed? with my fituation, and to 
every way happy here. 
Our regiment is countermanded ; ba. 
* not to leave the kingdom; the c0- 
' Jonel, who profeſſes himſelf my friend, 
takes me with him to all companies where 
he is acquainted, and after my firft vilit, 
I generally find myſelf received with ip- 
_ creaſed reſpect upon repeating it. I dane- 
edlatt night with lady G —, and could 
I forget you know whom, I might be 
perhaps ſucceſsful. But it is my fate ſtill 
to remember others, while I am myſeli 
forgotten by moſt of my abſent friends: 
and in this number, J fear, Sir, that 1 
muſt confider you; for J have long ex- 
pected the pleaſure of & letter from home 


or WARBFIELD. 


ment in a moſt violent paſſion with them: 


Sir, that after u, 1 love them affec- 


tionately; ond be aſſured. of my ever 


| 

0 

„remaining | 

re | yay tain dutiful 1. 

t, TR | 

„n all our miſeries,” ed. «what 

C- thanks have we not to return, that one 

at leaſt of our family is exempted from 
hat we ſuffer, Heaven be his guard, 


the ſupporter of his widowed mother, 
*and the father of theſe two babes, which 
eis all the patrimony I can now be- 
*queath him. May he keep their inno- 
'cence from the temptations of want, 


to no purpoſe. eee e 

promiled to write, but ſeem to have for- 
gotten me. Tell them they are two arrant 
little baggages, and that I am this mo- 


yet ſtill, I know not how, though I want 
to bluſter a little, my heart is reſpondent 
only to. ſofter emotions. Then tell them, 


2 
— — „„ a 


«and keep my boy thus happy to be 
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| «<pinels!. is 


my heart at once; and let me die!” 


k . p 
* ) 1 : * 
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<< honout !”” Ihad feste laid theſs words, 
when a noiſe, like that of 4 tumult, 
ſeemed to proceed from the priſon be. 
low; it died away ſoon after, and a 
; elanking of fetters Was heard along the 
pallage khat led to my apartment. The f 


| keeper of the priſon entered, bolding's Y * 


„man all bloody, | wounded and fettered « 
with the heavielt irons. I looked with 6 
compaſſion on the wretch as he approach- W «© 
ed me, but with horrour when I found WM © 
it was my own [on. My George! My 
George and do 1 behold thee' this, 
* Wounded! Fettered! Is this thy hap- 
is this the manner you tetum 
to me! O that this fight could break 


„Where, Sir, is yourfortitude ?” rc | 
turned my ſon with an intrepid voice. ge 


1 muſt ſuffer, my life "is forfeited, andy © th 
let them take it“ 5 * an 
** tried to reftrain my pains for ® fo, 


—— | 


few minutes in flence , but I thought 1 
ſhould? have: Uied with the effort O0 


my boy, my heart weeps 70 behold. 
<thee thus; and*T cannot, cannot help 


© it. In the moment that 1 thought thee 


«bleft, and: prayed! for thy lafety, to 
„ behold. thee ihus again ! Chaged, 


< wounded: And yet the death of the 
«youthful is happy. But I am old, a 


„very old man, and have lived to ſee 
te this day. To ſee my children all un- 


* timely falling about me, while I con- 
© tinue à wretched ſurvivor in the midiſi 


* of ruin! May all» the curſes that ever 
* ſunk a ſoul fall heavy upon the mur- 
tc derer of my children. May ks. oe 
e like me, to ſee 

„Hold, Sir,” replied my 501 «oy 
61 ſhall bluſh for thee. How, Sir, for- 
« -etful of your age, your holy calling, 
thus to arrogate the juſtice of Heaven, 
and fling thoſe curſes 33 that muſt 
* foon deſcend 40" « EP own. grep 
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*iead with eee let it 
be your care now tou ft me for that 
s vile; death I muſt ſhortly ſuffer q to arm | 
me with hope and reſolution , to give : 
eme courage to drink of that bitternels ; 
44 which muſt Thortly be my portion.” - 4 
My child, you-miuft not die: I an " 
* ſure no- offence of thine can deſerve fo oh 
never be guilty of any erime to make 
his anceſtors aſhamed of him.“. | 
Mine; Sir,” returned my Jon „is, 
1 fear; an unpardonable one. When 1 
< received my mother's letter from home, 
_ <<L immediately came down, determined 
<< to: puniſh: the betrayer of our honour, 
„ and ſent him an order to meet me, 
„which he-anſwered; not in perſon ; but 
* by. his diſpatching four of his domel- 
* ticks to ſeize me. I wounded one who 
_*firfi aſſaulted me, and I fear deſperate- 
ly; but the reſt made me their pri- 
* ſoner. The coward is determined to put 


oz warrenty. 


e greſſor upon the ſtatute, 1 Tee no hopes 


« of pardon. But you have often charm- 


„ed me with your leſſons of fortitude; 

<« let me now, Sir, find unn in e 

« example.” $4133 5.3645 * HI BIAY 
And, my ſon; you ſhalt find thous. 


“ am now raiſed above'this world, and 


< a]l the pleaſures it can produce. From 
e this moment 1 break from my heart all 
«the ties that held it down to earth, 
*and I will prepare to fit us both for 


«eternity. Yes, my ſon, I will point 


ce out the way, and my ſoul ſhall guide 
*yours in the aſcent; for we will take 
« our flight together. I now ſee and am 
* convinced you can expect no pardon 
here; and I can only exhort you to 


ſeek it at that greatefi- tribunal where 


4e both ſhall ſhortly anſwer. But let 
*us not be niggardly in our exhorta- 
| 6 8 Fc 


the law in execution again me: the 
<< proofs are undeniable; I have ſent a 
« challenge; and as I am the firft traul - 


* 
. 
| 

Wt 

3 

3 
| 

of 


tk In aa our Dann 
have a ſhare. Good gaoler, let them 


< be; permitted. to fland- t while I 


<< attempt, to improve them. Thus ſay- 7 
45 made an effort to nile from my * 
fraw, but wanted firepgth , and was 10 
able only 10 recline againk the wall. The fre 


. Priſoners aſſembled according to my di- ,, 

reetions, for they loved to hear my coun- | 
ſel; my ſon and his mother ſupported 

me on, either fide; 1 looked, and ſaw 
that none were wanting, and then ad- 

| dreſſed them with the following exbor 
atio. = ka: 
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The e nenen d. 
monfirated with regard to the happy © Wa 
and the miſerable * - here below: That 1 I | 
from the'nature of pleaſure and pain, TRE 
the wretched muſt be repaid the bas | 
| lande of their eee _ 
3 e hovedftere' - 
ſ Na * Han! * OS E 
; Me friends, my children; and follows 
” I ſufferers When 1 reflect on the diftri- 
butien of good and evil here below, I 
find that much has been given man to 
enjoy, yet Rill more to ſuffer. Though 
we ſhould- examine the' whole world, 
we ſhall not find one man ſo. happy as 
to have nothing left to wiſh for; but we 
daily ſes thouſands' who by ſuicide Thew = 
us they have nothing left to hope. In — 5 
* e = 
ry / 88 2 ⸗ 
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0 . entirely blots ban's or" we! o may 


eompletely "miſerable. | 2 

Why man ſhould thus feel pain, why 
our wretchedneſs ſhould be requiſite in 
the formation of univerſal felicity, why, 


when all other ſyſtems are made perfect 
dy the perfection of their ſubordinate 


parts, the great ſyſiem ſhould. require 
for its perfection, parts that are not only 


ſubordinate to others, but imperfect in 


themſelves? Theſe are queſtions that 
never can be explained, and might be 
uſeleſs if known. On this ſubject Pro- 
vidence has thought fit to elude our cus 


- riokity, ſatisfied with gating SI 


to conſolation. _ 

In this fituation ,, man has. called i in 
the friendly aſſifiance of philoſophy , and 
Heaven ſeeing the incapacity, of that to 


_ conſole him, has given him the aid of 


religion, The conſolations of philoſophy 
are very amuſing, but often fallacious, 
It tells us that life js filled with com- 


2 2 SY "Y T a 9 4 eo Þ 9 „ wa 
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or WAKEFIELD. | 
forts, If we will but enjoy them; and 


on the other hand, that though we una- 5 


voidably have miſeries here, life is ſhort, 
and they will ſoon be over. Thus do 
theſe conſolations deſtroy each other; for 
if life is a. place of comfort, its ſhoxtneſs 
griefs are protracted. Thus philoſophy is 
weak; but religion comforts in an higher 
Krain. Man is here, it tells us, fitting 
up his mind, and preparing it for another 
abode. When the good man leaves the 


will find he has been making himſelf a 
heaven of | happineſs here, while the 


wretch that has been maimed and con- 
taminated by his vices, ſhrinks from his 


body with terrour ; and finds that he has 


anticipated the vengeance of Heaven. To 
religion then we. muſt hold in every cir- 
cumſtance of life for our trueſi comfort; 
for if already we are happy, it is a plea- 
ſure to think that we.cam make that hap · 
Sp... 


* 
3³³ 


aL 


pineſs unending; and ee L 

it is very conloling to think® that there 
is a place of reſt. Thus; to the fgrtunate, 
religion holds out a continuance df bliſs; 
to the Wretehed, a change frbm pain. 
But though religion is very kind to . 
all men; it has promiſed peculiar rewards 
to the unhappy; the fick, the naked, 
the houlſelels, the heavy-laden, and the 
priſoner,” have ever moſt frequent pro- 
miſes in dur ſacred law. The Author of 
our religion every where profeſſes him- 
ſelf the wreteh's friend; and, unlike the 
. falſe ones of this World, beffows-all his 
cateſles upon the forlorn. The unthink. 
ing have cenſured_ this as partiality , as 
a preference without merit to deſerve it, 
But they never reflect that it is not in 
the power even of Heaven itſelf to make 
the offer of | unceaſing felicity as great 2 
gift to the happy as to the miſerable; To 
the firſt, eternity is but a üngle bleſſing, 
fince at moſt it . what they 


3 = 


already” poſſeſs. To the latter, it is 4 
double advantage; for it Andi niches their 
pain here, and rewards them with 'hea- 
9 bliſs here after... ml 9 
But Providence is in another en 


kinder to the por than the rich; for as 


* * 
? 48 24 


it thus makes the life after death more 
defirable, ſo it ſmooths the paſſage there. 


The wretched have had a long fami- 
liarity with” every face of tetrour. The 


man of ſorrows lays himſelf quietly down,” 


without ' poſſeſſions: to regret, and but 


few ties to flop his departure: he feels 
only nature's pang in the final ſepara. 


tion, aud this is no M greater than he 
has often fainted under before ; for after 
a certain degree of pain, every new 


breach that death opens in the con- 


tution, an kindly covers wen 2 
ſenſibility. © A 1 
Thus Providence has give th the wretch- 
ed two advantages over the happy in 
this life, greater felicity in dying, and 
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| in heaven al that ee of: plew 
ſure which ariſes from contraſted. enjoy - 
8 ment. And this ſuperiority , my friends, | 


a> 


is no [mall advantage, and ſeems to be 


one of the pleaſures: of the poor man in 


the parable ; for though he. was, already 
in the heaven, and. felt all the raptures 
it could give, yet it was mentioned as 
an addition to. his happineſs, that the 
had once been wretched and now was 
comforted; ; that he had known what it 
was to be miſerable, and now felt what 
it was to be happy. 


Thus, my friends, vou * religion 


does what philolophy could never do; 
It ſhews the equal. dealings of Heaven 
to the happy and the unhappy, and 


levels all human enjoyments to nearly 


the ſame ſtandard, It gives to both rich 


and poor the ſame happineſs hereafter, 


and equal hopes to aſpire. after it; but 


| if the rich have the advantage of enjoy 
I ing pleaſure | here , the Poor boys Ii 
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endleſs Tatisfaction' of knowing "what it 
was once to be miſerable, when crowned. 


with endleſs felicity hereafter; and even 
though this ſhould be called a ſmall ad- 
vantage, yet being an eternal one, it 
muſt make up by duration what the tem- 
poral happineſs of the your vg mated 


exceeded by intenſenefs.” 

Thele are therefore 1 ac 
which the + wretched haue peculiar to 
themſelves, and in which they are above 


the reſi” of mankind; in other reſpects 


they are below them. They who would 


know the miſeries of the pobr, mult ſee” 


life , and endure it. To declaim on the 
temporal advantages they enjoy, is only 
repeating what none either believe or 
practiſe. The men who have the neceſ- 
laries of living are not poor, and they 
who want them muſt be miſerable, Yes, 


my friends, we muſt be miſerable. No 


vain efforts of a refined imagination can 
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' theſe, Alas! the effort by which we-refil 
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3 ſweetneſs to che dank vapour 1 a 8 


geon, or eaſe to the throbbings of a broken 
heart. Let the philoſopher from his couch 


of ſoftneſs tell us that we can refiſt all 


them is flill the greateſt pain! Death is 


Night, and any man may ſuſtain it; but 
torments are dreadful, and theſe ann, 
can endure. 


To us then, my Sade, the pris 
of happineſs in heaven ſhould be pecu- 


| larly dear; for if our reward be in this 
life alone, we are then indeed of all men 


the moſt miſerable. When I look round 


' theſe gloomy walls, made to terrify, 


as well as to confine us; this light that 
only. ſerves to ſhew the horrours of the 


place, thoſe ſhackles that tyranny has 

- impoſed, or crime made neceſſary; when 

I ſurvey theſe emaciated looks, and hear 

_ thoſe groans, O my friends, what a glori- 
ous exchange would Heaven be for theſe! 
To fly through regions unconfined as air, , 


1 OS 4 


* 


to carol over endleſs hymns of praiſe, 


to have no maſter to threaten or inſult - 


us, but the form of Goodneſs himſelf for 


ever in our ges when I think of theſe 
„death becomes the meſſenger. of 


thin 


| e tidings; when 1 think of theſe 
things, his ſharpeſt arrow becomes the 
fiaff of my ſupport; when I chink of theſe 
things, what is there in life worth hav- 
ing? when I think of theſe- things, what 
is there that Ihould · not be ſpurned away? 


Kings in their. palaces ſhould groan for | 


ſuch advantages; but we, humbled as 
we are, Thould yearn for them. | 

And ſhall theſe. things be ours? Ours 
they will certainly be if we but try for 
them; and what is a comfort We are 
ſhut out from many temptations / that 
would retard our purſuit. Only let us 


try for them, and they will certainly be 


ours, and, what is fill a comfort, ſhortly 
too; for if we look back / on palt life, 
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to baſk-in the ſunſhine. of eternal blifs, 
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it appears on a very — Wes und 
whatever we may think of the reſt of 
life, it will yet be found of leſs dura- 
tion; as we grow older, the days ſeem Z 
: to grow ſhorter g and. our intimacy with 

—__ time, ever leſſens the perception of his 

* fiay. Then let us take comfort now, for 
: wee ſhall ſoon be at our journey's end; V 
= we ſhall ſoon lay down the heavy bur- * 

| den laid by Heaven upon us; and though * 
death, the only friend of the wretched, fe] 
for a" little while mocks the weary tra- ed. 
veller with the view; and like his hori- obl 
zon, Hill flies before him; yet the time mo 
will certainly and ſhortly come, when 
we Thall ceaſe from our toil; when the 
luxurious great ones of the world ſhall 
no more tread us to the earth; when we 
ſhall think with pleaſure on our ſuffer- 
ings below; when we ſhall be ſurround- 
ed with all our friends or ſuch as de- 
ſerved our friendſhip; when our bliſs 
ſhall be unutterable, and ſtill, to crown 
all, — 
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Happier Me PEW hints fo appear. Let | 


us be inflexible, and fortune will 
at laſt _—_ in our ere 


WHEN I had thus finiſhed and my 
audience was retired, the gaoler, who 
was one of the moſt humane of his pro- 
leſſion, hoped I would not be diſpleal- 


ed, as what he did was but his duty, | 
obſerving that he multi be obliged to re- 
move my ſon into a fironger cell, but 


he ſhould be permitted to revilit me eve- 
ry morning. I thanked him for his cle- 


| mengy, and graſping my boy's hand, 


bade him farewell, and be mindful of 
the great duty that was before him, 


I again, therefore, laid me down, 
and one of my little ones ſate by my 


bedfide reading, when Mr. Jenkinſon 


2 ; * me that there was 
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news of my daughter; for that ſhe was 
ſeen by a perſon about two hours before 
in a firange gentleman's company, and 


that they had fiopt at a neighbouring 


village for refreſhment, and ſeemed as 
if returning to town. He had ſcarce de- 
livered this news, when the gaoler came 
with looks of hafte and pleaſure, to in- 
form me, that my daughter was found. 
| Moſes came running in a moment after, 


crying out that his fiſter Sophy was below, 


and coming up with our old friend Mr. 
Burchell. 


Juſt as he delivered this news, any 


deareſt girl entered, and with looks al- 
moſi wild with pleaſure, ran to kiſs me 
in a tranſport of affection. Her mother's 

tears and filence allo ſhewed her pleaſure. 
— —“ Here, papa,” cried the charming 
girl, here is the brave man to whom 
«T owe my delivery; to this gentleman's 
ce intrepidity I am indebted for my hap- 
< pinels and ſafety——,” A kiſs from 


— 7 


% 


Mr. Burchell , whoſe pleaſure ſeemed 
even greater than her's, interrupted what” 
ſhe was going to add. 


« Ah, Mr. Burchell,” cried I « this 


«is but a wretched habitation you now 
find us in; and we are now very dif- 
« ferent from what you laſt ſaw us. You 


«were ever our friend: we have long 


« diſcovered our errors with regard to 
«you ,- and repented of our ingratitude. 


« Aſter the vile uſage you then received 


«at my hands, I am almoſt aſhamed to 


«behold your face; yet I hope you will 


„forgive me, as I was deceived by a 
*« baſe ungenerous wretch , wo under the 
* maſk of friendſhip, has undone me.” 
„It is impollible,” replied Mr. Bur- 
*chell, that I ſhould forgive you, as 
«you never deſerved my reſentment. I 


“partly ſaw your delufion then, and as 
it was out of my power to reſtrain, I 


*eould only pity it!” 
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It was ever . e cried 


I, © that your mind was noble; but now 


I find it ſo. But tell me, my dear child, 
te how haft thou been relieved, or who 
«the ruffians were who | carried thee 
«away ?” _ 


Indeed, Sir "as onde ſhe, „as to 


«the villain who carried me off, I am 
yet ignorant. For as my mamma and 
«I were walking out, he came behind 
uus, and almoſt before I could call for 
«help, forced me into the pofichaiſe, 
c and in an inſtant the horſes drove away. 
4 met ſeveral on the road, to whom 


«I cried out for alliflance; but they dil- 
regarded my intreaties. In the mean 


„time the ruffian himſelf uſed every art 
to hinder me from crying out: he flat- 
«tered and threatened by turns, and 


 *« ſwore that if I continued but filent, he 


intended no harm. In the mean time, 
J had broken the canvas that he had 
drawn up , and whom ſhould I perceive 


» 0 1 
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« at ſome diftance but your old friend 
« Mr. Burchell, walking along with his 


« uſual -ſwiftneſs, with the great flick 
«for which we uſed ſo much to ridicule 
« him, As ſoon as we came within hear- 
ing, I called out to him by name, and 
* intreated his help. I repeated my ex- 
If <clawations ſeveral times; upon which, 
wich a very loud voice, he bid the 
i ©poſtillion flop; but the boy took no 


12 ſpeed. I now thought he could never 
« overtake us, when in leſs than a minute | 
. „I Yaw Mr. Burchell come running up 


„ by the fide of the horſes, and with one 


« blow knock the poſtillion on the ground. 


«flopt of themſelves, and the ruffian 
« ftepping-out, with oaths and menaces 
« drew his ſword, and ordered him at 
his peril to retire; but Mr. Burchell 
running up, ſhivered his ſword. to 
pieces, ha then purſued him for. near. 
Hh 3 


* 
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notice, but drove on with flill greater 


© The horſes when he was fallen ſoon 
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24 quarter of a mile; but he made his 
© cceſcape. I was at this time come out 
8 * 4 mylelf, willing to aſſit my deliverer; 
ea but he ſoon returned to me in triumph. 
« The poktillion, who was recovered, 
< was going to make his ' eſcape too; but 
<< Mr. Burchell ordered him at his peril - 
to mount again, and drive back to 
<« town. Finding it impoſſible to refit, 
he reluctantly complied, though the 
<yound he had received ſeemed, to me 
„at leaft, to be dangerous. He continued 
to complain of the pain as we drove 
«along, ſo that he at laſt excited Mr. 
<© Burchell's compaſſion, who at my re- 
« queſt, exchanged him for another at 
* an inn where we called on our return.“ | 
Welcome, then,” cried 1 my child, 
ce and thou her gallant deliverer, a thous 4 
«ſand welcomes. Though our cheer i. 
«© but wretched, yet our hearts are rea- £ 
* dy to receive you. And now, Mr. Bur- ; 


**chell, as you have delivered my girl, 
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ce if you think her a recompence ſhe is 


yours, if you can ſtoop to an alliance 
3% 


' «« with a/ family ſo poor as mine, take 


«her, obtain her conſent, as I know 


„you have her heart, and you have 
„mine. And let me tell you, Sir, that 


* give you no ſmall treaſure; ſhe has 

<« been celebrated for beauty it is true „ 

« but that is not my meaning, I give 
« you up a treaſure in her mind.” 


But I ſuppoſe, Sir,” cried Mr. Bur- 


chell, that you are apprized of my 
< circumfiances, and of my incapacity 
to ſupport her as ſhe deſerves?” 


«If your preſent objection,” replied 
I, „be meant as an evaſion of my of- 


cc fer, I deſiſt: but I know no man ſo 
« worthy to deſerve her as you; and if 


I could give her thouſands, and thou- 


<« ſands ſought her from me, yet my 
« honeſt brave Burchell ſhould Ws _ 
<« deareſt choice. 
To all this his flence alen leamed to 


1 ” . 
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give a e refuſal, and without 


te leaſt reply to my offer, he demanded 
if we could not be, furniſhed with re- 


freſhments from the next inn, to which 
being anſwered in the affirmative, he 


ordered them to ſend in the beſt dinner 


| that could be provided upon ſuch ſhort | 
notice. He beſpoke alſo a dozen of their 


beſt wine, and ſome cordials for me; 


adding, with a ſmile, that he would. 


firetch a little for once, and though in 


- a- priſon, allerted he was never better. 
diſpoſed to be merry. The waiter ſoon 
made his apperance with preparations 


for dinner, a table' was lent us by the 
gaoler, who ſeemed remarkably aſli- 
duous, the wine was diſpoſed in order, 
and two very well-dreſſed difhes were 
brought in. 


My daughter — not 1 5 beak] of 


her poor brother's melancholy fituation, 
and we all ſeemed unwilling to damp 


her cheerfulneſs by the relation, But it 


tunate ſon broke through all efforts to 
dillemble; ſo that I was at laſt obliged 


to damp our mirth by relating his mis- 


fortunes, and wiſhing that he might be 


permitted to ſhare with us in this little 


interval of ſatisfaction. After my gueſis 
were recovered from the confternation 
my account had produced, I requeſted 
alſo that Mr. Jenkinſon, a fellow-pri- 
ſoner, might be admitted, and the gaoler 
granted my requeſt with an air of unu- 
ſual ſubmiſſion. The clanking of my ſon's 


irons was no ſooner heard along the paſ- 


ſage, than his fiſter ran impatiently to 


meet him; while Mr. Burchell, in the 


mean time aſked me if my ſon's name 
were George; to which replying in the 
affirmative, he flill continued filent. As 
ſoon as my boy entered the room, 1 
could perceive he regarded Mr, Burchell 
with a look of aſtoniſhment and reve- 
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was in vain that I attempted to appear - 
cheerful, the circumſtances of my unfor- 
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rence. Come on, exied I, my ſon, P 
c though we are fallen very low, yet Pro- w 
„ vidence has been pleaſed to grant us w 


„ ſome [mall relaxation from pain. Thy re 
<« fifteris reſtoredito us, and there is her de- fo1 
« liverer: to that brave man it is that I am «z 


*< indebted for yet having a daughter; give * 
< him, my boy, the hand of friendſhip, 
<« he deſerves our warmeſt gratitude.” 
My ſon ſeemed all this while regard- 
leſs of what I ſaid, and fiill continued 
fixed at. reſpectſul difiance. — — My tenc 
«dear brother,” cried his fitter, «© why mar 
don't you thank my good deliverer? kno: 
<« the brave ſhould ever love each other.“ be 1 
He fiill continued his filence and afio- <* wa 
niſhment, till our gueſt at laſt perceived ce lei 
himſelf to be known, and aſſuming all ing 
his native dignity, defixed my ſon to Proce 
come forward. Never before had I ſeen the 
any thing fo truly majeſtic as the air he I © had 
aſſumed upon this occafion. The greateſt WW © law 
object in the univerſe, ſays a certain IF niſh 
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philoſopher, is a good man flruggling 
with adverſity; yet there is ſtill a greater, 
which is the good man that comes to 
relieve it. After he had regarded my ſon 
for ſome time with a ſuperiour air, I 
„again find, ſaid he, unthinking boy, 
e that the ſame crime — — But here he 
was interrupted by one of the gaoler's 
ſervants, who came to inform us that a 
perſon of diſtinction, who had driven 
into town with a chariot and ſeveral at- 
tendants, ſent his reſpects to the gentle- 
man that was with us, and begged to 
know when he ſhould think proper to 
be waited upon. — — Bid the fellow 
e wait,” cried our gueſt, © till I ſhall have 
e leiſure to receive him; and then turn- 
ing to my ſon, 1 again find, Sir,” 
proceeded he, that you are guilty of 
„the ſame offence for which you once 
*had my reproof, and for which the 
law is: now preparing its juſteſt pu- 
*niſhments. You imagine, perhaps, that 


} | 
* 
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4 contempt. for your own. life, gives 


*<you a right to take that of another: 


<<but where, Sir, is the difference be- 
<« tween a duelliſt who hazards a life of 


no value, and the wurderer who acts 
es with greater ſecurity? Is it any dimi- 
< nution of the gameſter's fraud when he 
<« alledges that he has flaked a counter?“ 

„Alas, Sir,” cried I, ** whoever, you 
«are, pity the poor miſguided creature; 
for what he has done was in obedience 
ec to a deluded mother, who in the bit- 
< terneſs of her reſentment required him 
„upon her bleſling to avenge her quar- 
<xel. Here, Sir, is the letter, which will 
«ſerve to convince you of her impru- 
es dence, and diminiſh his guilt.” - 

He took the letter, and haftily read 
it over. This,” ſays he, though not 
a perfect excuſe, is ſuch a palliation 
« of his fault, as induces me to forgive 
„him. And now, Sir, continued he, 


kindly taking my ſon by the hand, 1 
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4 ſee you are ſurpriſed at finding me here; 


< but I have often viſited priſons upon 
< occafions leſs intereſting. I am now co 
<to'ſee juſtice done a worthy man, for 


< whom I have the moſt fincere eſteem. 
J have long been a diſguiſed ſpectator 
* of thy father's benevolence. I have at 


© his little dwelling enjoyed reſpect un- 


** contaminated by flattery, and have re- 
«ceived that happineſs that courts could 
„not give, from the amufing fimplicity 
* round his fire-fide. My nephew has 
< been appriſed of my intentions of com- 
<< ing here, and I find is arrived; it would 
be wronging him and you to condemn 
him without examination: if there be 
<< injury , there ſhall be redreſs; and this 


«I may ſay without boaſting, that none 


*have ever taxed the injuſtice of Sir 
„William Thornhill.” 

We now found the perſonage win 
we had ſo long entertained as an harm- 
lels amufing companion was no other 
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_ than the celebrated Sir William Thorn- 
hill, to whoſe virtues and fingularities 


ſomes any were firangers. The poor Mr. 


Burchell was in reality a' man of large 
fortune and great intereſt, to whom ſe- 
nates liſtened with applauſe, and whom 
party heard with conviction; who was 
the friend of his country, but loyal to 
his King. My poor wife recollecting het 
former familiarity, ſeemed to ſhrink with 
apprehenſion; but Sophia, who a few 
moments before thought him her own, 
now , perceiving the immenſe diftance to 
which he was removed by fortune, was 
unable to. conceal her tears. 

Ah, Sir,” cried my wife, with a pi- 


teous aſpect, how is it poſſible that I 


dean ever have your forgiveneſs; the 
*ſlights you received from me the laſt 
*time I had the honour of ſeeing you 
* at our houſe, and the Jokes which I 
* audaciouſly threw out, theſe, * 5 
5 fear, can never be forgiven.” l 
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«© My dear good lady,“ returned he 
with a ſmile, if you had your joke, I 
had my anſwer: III leave it to all the 
company if mine were not as good as 
«yours. To ſay the truth, I know no 
* body whom I am diſpoled to be angry 
„with at preſent but the fellow who ſo 
<frighted my little girl here. I had not 


even time to examine the raſcal's per- 


<* ſon fo as to deſcribe him in an adver- 
<tiſement. Can you tell me, Sophia, 
* my dear, whether you ſhould know 
* him again?? 

Indeed, Sir,“ replied me, I can't 


< be politivez yet now I recollect he had 


„ large mark over one of his eye- 
„ brows.” J aſk pardon, Madam, in- 
terrupted Jenkinſon, who was by, but 
* be ſo good as to inform me if the fel- 
<©Jow wore his own red hair? —“ Yes, 
*I think ſo,” cried Sophia.— —< And 
«did your honour,” continued he, turn- 
ing to Sir William, © obſerve the length 
Ii 2 
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* of kis logs 25— «1.can't be ſve of their 
ce length, cried the Baronet, but I 
<< am convinced of their ſwiftnels: for 
* he cut-ran me, which is what I thought 
few men in the kingdom could have 
« done.” — Pleaſe your honour,” cried 
Jenkinſon, I know the man: it is cer- 
s tainly the ſame; the beſt runner in Eng- 
„land; he has beaten Pinwire of New- 
*<caftle, Timothy Baxter is his name. I 
* know him perfectly, and the very place 
of his retreat this moment. If your ho- 
*nour will bid Mr. Gaoler let two of his 
emen go with. me, I'll engage to pro- 
* duce him to you in an hour at fartheſt.” 
Upon this the gaoler was called, who 
- infiantly appearing, Sir William de- 
manded if he knew him. Yes, pleaſe 
««your honour,” replied the gaoler, 1 
Know Sir William Thornhill well, and 
* every body that knows any thing of 
him, will defire to know more of him.” 
——<Well then,” ſaid the Baronet, 
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my requeſt is, that you will permit 


<« this man and two of your ſervants to 
go upon a mellage by my authority, 


*.znd as I am in the commiſſion of the 


* peace, I undertake to ſecure you.” — 
t Your promiſe. is ſufficient ,” replied the 
other, * and you may at a minute's warn- 
ing ſend them over England whenever 
* your honour thinks fit.“. | 

In purſuance of the gaoler's compli- | 
ance, Jenkinſon was diſpatched in ſearch 
of Timothy Baxter, while we were amuſ- 
ed with the aſſiduity of our youngeſt boy 
Bill, who had juſt come in and climbed 
up to Sir William's neck in order to 
kiſs him. His mother was immediately 
going to chaftile his familiarity, but the 
worthy man prevented her; and taking 
the child, all ragged as he was, upon 
his knee, What, Bill, you chubby 
© rogue,” cried he, do you remember 
«your old friend Burchell ? and Dick 
© too, my honeſt veteran, are you here, 
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So ſaying, he gave each a large piece 


eat very heartily, as s they had got that 
morning but a very ſcanty breakfaſt. 
We now fate down to dinner, which 
was almoſt cold; but previouſly, my 
arm ſtill continuing painful, Sir William 
wfote a preſcription, for he had made 
the ſtudy of phyfic his amuſement, and 


was more than moderately fkilled in the 


profeſſion: this being ſent to an apothe- 
cary who lived in the place, my arm 


was dreſſed, and I found almoſt inflan- 


þ taneous relief. We were waited upon at 
dinner by the gaoler himſelf, who was 
willing to. do our gueſt all the honour 
in his power. But before we had well 
dined, another meſſage was brought from 


his nephew, deſiring permiſſion to ap- 


pear, in order to vindicate his innocence 
and honour, with which requeſt the Ba- 
ronet complied, and defired Mr. es 
hill to be introduced. 


«you ſhall find I have not forgot-you.” : 


of gingerbread, which 'the poor fellows 
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Nn . now —_—_ with 
wnexpected intereſt. 


M R. Thornhill made ki entrance ih 
a ſmile , which he ſeldom wanted, and 


was going to embrace his uncle, which 


the other repulſed with an air of diſdain. 
No fawning , Sir, at preſent, cried the 
Baronet, with a look of ſeverity , the 
© only way to my heart is by the road 


of honour; but here I only ſee com- ; 


<<plicated inftances of falſehood, cowar- 
«dice, and oppreſſion. How is it, Sir, 
ce that this poor man, for whom I know 
you profeſſed a friendſhip, is uſed thus 
hardly? His daughter vilely ſeduced, 


as a recompence for his hoſpitality, 


and he himſelf thrown into à priſon 
<« perhaps but for reſenting the inſult ? 
His ſon too, whom you feared to face 
© as & man * 
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2 it poſſible, Sir,” interrupted his 6 
nephew, that my uncle could object 7 
*that as a crime, which his repeated 
e inftructions alone have perſuaded me 
* to avoid.” I 
« Your rebuke,” cried Sir William, 
«is juſt; you have acted in this inſlance 
e prudently and well, though not quite 
* as your father would have done: my 
„brother indeed was the ſoul of honour; 
* but thou —— yes you have acted in 
< this inftance perfectly right, and it has 
my warmeſt approbation.” 
-<And1hope,”: ſaid his ln i-th that 
the refi of my conduct will not be 
* found to deſerve cenſure. I appeared, 
Sir, with this gentleman's daughter at 
«ſome places of public amuſement; thus 
© what was levity, ſcandal called by a 
< harſher name, and it was reported that 
I had debauched her. I'waited on her 
father in perſon, willing to clear the 
* thing to his ſatisfaction, and he re+ 
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« ceived me only with inſult and abuſe. 
« As for thereft, with regard to his being 
«here, my attorney and fieward can beſt 
«inform you, as I commit the manage- 
ment of bufineſs entirely to them. It 
„he has contracted debts and is unwil- | 
„ling or even unable to pay them, it is 
their bufineſs to proceed in this man- 
ner, and I ſee no hardſhip or injuſtice | 
„in purſuing the _ * means of 
© redreſs.” | 
« If this ” cried Sir William , «be as 
te you have Rated it, there is nothing 
* unpardonable in your "offence; and 
| Wl < though your conduct might have been 
„more generous in not ſuffering this 
* zentleman to be oppreſſed by ſubordi- 
*nate tyranny, yet We has deen at *. 
* equitable.” 
He cannot n 4 fingle parti- 
*cular,” replied the Squire, I defy 
*him to do ſo, and ſeveral of my ſer- 
„ vants are ready to atteſt what I ſay. 


85 382 8 Tus VICAR 


vs N 

. n I . 
ö 

5 : \ Sy 


ce Thus, Sir, continued he, 4 that 


I was filent, for in fact I could not con- F 
 tradict him, thus, Sir, my own in- p 
*« nocence is vindicated; but though at 

„your intreaty'I am ready to forgive 
« this gentleman every other offence, yet « 


< his attempts to leſſen me in your efteem, 
<« excite a reſentment I cannot govern; 
* and this too at a time when his ſon 
,was actually preparing to take away 
„my life; this, I ſay, was ſuch guilt, 
* that T am determined to let the law 
© take its courſe, I have here the chal- 
< lenge that was ſent me, and two wit⸗- 
e nelles to prove it; one of my lervants 
has been wounded dangerouſly, and 
even though my uncle himſetf .ſhould 
« diſſuade me, which I know he will 
* not, yet I will ſee public juſtice done, 
and he ſhall ſuffer for it.” 22 
„Thou monſter,” cried my wife, haſt 
< thou not had vengeance enough alrea- 


«dy, but mui my poor boy feel th) 
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* cruelty? 1 hope that good Sir William 


< will protect us, for my ſon is as in- 
c nocent as a child: I am ſure he Is, 
and never did harm to man.” 


% Madam,” replied the good man, 
« your wiſhes for his ſafety are not great- 
© er than mine; but I am ſorry to find 
c his guilt too plain; and if my nephew 


< perſiſts” — — But the appearance of 


Jenkinſon and the gaoler's two ſervants 
now called off our attention, who enter. 
ed, hauling in a tall man, very genteel- 
ly dreſt, and anſwering the deſcription 
already given of that ruffian who. had 
carried off my daughter. — — ** Here ,” 
cried Jenkinſon, pulling him in, here 
«© we have him; and if ever there was 


«a candidate for Tyburn, this is one.” 


The moment Mr. Thornhill perceived 
the priſoner, and Jenkinſon , who had 
him in cuſtody, he ſeemed to ſhrink back 


with terrour. His face became pale with 


conſcious guilt, and he would have with- , 


- —_— ” 


— — 
4 — — 
= © 
— — - — — — — 
. A ere oe es A I” eo ns as — 


— 
— 


— —— — — racer Bt IEG 
— — — > ” — — — 
— — — — ——— * — 
-- — r — » 
22 


— 
— BR a — 
—— — 


1 
n 
161 
is 
4 
, + L 
4 
5 
b 
1 
1 
17 } 
1 
1 7 
1187 
— oF 
gt ? 
ji” - 
| 
Fr | 
UA 
1 
: TH ; 
* 
1 3 « 
1 
. 14 
- 4 73 
157 
11 
116 
7 . 
1091 
477103 
x 
1 bi 
$58: 5} 
85! 
13 4 
177 
FELT 
by 
T6 
Fo 
i3* 
1 
4 
1 
i 
+? 
* 
. 
14 
tf 
il 
il 
Lt 
4 


—.— — - 


385 Taz VICAR - 

drawn; but Jenkinſon, who perceiv- 
ed his deſign, ſtopt him.— —< What, 
Squire, cried he, are you aſhamed 
* of your two old acquaintances, Jen- 
* kinſon and Baxter? But this is the way 
that all great men forget their friends, 
though I am reſolved we will not forget 
«you. Our priſoner , pleaſe your ho- 
* nour, continued he, turning to Sir 
William, „has already confeſſed all. 
«© This is the gentleman reported to be 


«ſo dangerouſly wounded : he declares - 
*« that it was Mr. Thornhill who firſt put 


him upon this affair, that he gave him 
* the clothes he now wears to appear 
ve like a gentleman, and furniſhed him 
*« with the poſt-chaiſe. The plan was laid 

between them, that he ſhould carry off 
« the young lady to a place of ſafety, 


and that there he ſhouJd- threaten and | 


*terrify her; but Mr. Thornhill was to 
* come in in the mean time, as if by 


ec accident, to her reſcue, and that they 


ab; 
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«: ſhould fight a While, and then he was 
to have run off, by which Mr. Thorn- 
hill would have the better opportunity _ 
«of gaining her affections him ”" er 
<« the character of her defender. | 

Sir William remembered the cont to 
have been frequently worn by his ne- 
phew, and all the reſt the priſoner him- 
ſelf confirmed by a more circumſtantial 
account; concluding, that Mr. Thorn- 
hill had often declared to him that he 
was in love with both filters at hy ſame 
time. 

cc Heavens * cried Sir Wien 5 
< what a viper have 1 been foltering in 
< my boſom! And ſo fond of public juſ- 
< tice too as he ſeemed to be. But he 
ec 1 have it; ſecure him, Mr. Gaoler. 


; — —yet hold, I fear there is not lbgal : i 
4 evidence ta. detain him.“ 


Upon this, Mr. Thornhill, with the 
utmoſt humility, intreated that two ſuch 


abandoned wretches might not be ad- 
K k 
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* mitted as evidencus againft kits; but that 


his ſervants ſhould be examined.— — 
* Your ſervants!” replied Sir William, 
« wretch , call them yours no longer: 
< but come, let us hear what thoſe fel. 
« lows have to ſay; let his butler be 
called 

When the builer was introduced, he 
ſoon perceived by his former maſter's 
looks that all his power was now over. 
« Tell me „ cried Sir William ſternly, 
have you ever ſeen your maſter and 
« that fellow dreft up in his clothes in 
* company together?” Les, pleaſe 
«your honour,” cried the butler, 
< thouſand times: he was the man that 
always brought him his ladies. 
<« How,” interrupted young Mr. Thorn- 
hill, „this to my face?“ — Yes,” 
replied the butler, or to any — 
© face. To tell you a truth, Maſter 
4 Thornhill, I never either loved you 


Lor liked you, and I don't care if I tell 


ler 
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«you now a piece of my mind.“ 
« Now then,” cried Jenkinſon , <* tell 
his honour A you know any 
« thing of me.” — — J can't ſay,” re- 
plied the butler, ce I know much good 
* of you. The night that gentleman's 
* daughter was deluded to our houſe, 
you were one of them.” “ So then,” 
cried Sir William, © I find you have 
brought a very fine witneſs to prove 
© your innocence: thou ſtain to huma- 
* nity! to aſſociate with ſuch wretches !”” 
—*< But (continuing his examination) 
<< you tell me, Mr. Butler, that this 
* was the perſon who brought him this 
old gentleman's daughter.” — —“ No, 
* pleaſe your honour,” replied the but- 

er, *he did not bring her, for the 

Squire himſelf undertook that buſineſs; 

but he brought the prieſt that pretend - 

ed to "OTF them.” — — It is but too 

* rus, 4 ' cried Jenkinſon, I cannot deny 
| Kk 2 
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it, that \ was the employment Age 
te me, and I confeſs it to my confuſion.“ 
Good heavens?” exclaimed the Ba- 
ronet, * how every new diſcovery of his 


ve villainy alarms me. All his guilt is 


* now too plain, and I find his preſent 


<* proſecution was dictated by tyranny, 
*< cowardice, and revenge. At my requeſt, 
** Mr. Gaoler, ſet this young officer, now 
* your priſoner, free, and truſt to me 
for the conſequences. I'll make it my 
« buſineſs to ſet the affair in a proper 
* light to my friend the magiſtrate who 
t has committed him. But where is the un- 
* fortunate young lady herſelf? let her ap- 
<< pear to confront this wretch; I long to 
« know by what arts he has ſeduced her. 
© Intreat her to come in. Where is he?“ 
Ah, Sir,” [aid I, „that queſtion 
ce ſtings me to the N 3. I was once 
« indeed happy in a daughter, but her 
* mileries ,” — — Another interruption 
here prevented me; for who ſhould make 
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her appearance but Miſs Arabella Wil-. 
mot, who was next day to have * 


married to Mr. Thornhill. Nothing could 


equal her ſurpriſe at ſeeing Sir William 


and his nephew here before her; for her 
arrival was quite accidental. It happen- 


ed that ſhe and. the old gentleman her 
father were palling through the town, 
on their way to her aunt's, who had 
infified that her nuptials with Mr. Thorn- 
hill ſhould be conſummated at her houſe; 
but ſtopping for refreſhment, they put 
at an inn at the other end of the town. 


It was there from the window that the 
young lady happened to oblerve one of 
my little boys playing in the fireet, and 


inftantly ſending a footman to bring-the 
child to her, ſhe learnt from him ſome 
account of our misfortunes ; but was ftill 
kept ignorant of young Mr. Thornhill's 
being the cauſe. Though her father made 


| ſeveral remonfirances on the impropriety 
of going to a priſon to viſit us, yet they 
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J conduct her, which he did, and it was 


thus ſhe ſurpriſed us at hn wore | 


unexpected. 

Nor can I go on, without a reflec- 
tion on thoſe accidental meetings, which, 
though they happen every day, ſeldom 
excite our ſurpriſe but upon ſome ex- 


traordinary occafion. To what a fortui- 
tous concurrence do we not owe every 


pleaſure and convenience of our lives! 
How many ſeeming accidents muſt unite 
before we can be clothed or fed! The 
peaſant muſt be diſpoſed to labour, the 
ſhower muſt fall, the wind fill the mer- 
chant's ſail, or numbers muff want the 
uſual ſupply. 

We all continued filent for ſome mo- 
ments, while my charming pupil, which 
was the name I generally gave this young 
lady, united in her looks compaſſion and 
aſtoniſhment, which gave new finiſhings 
to her beauty. Indeed, my dear Mr. 


F 


e Thornhill,” cried The to the Squire, 
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who ſhe ſuppoſed was come here to ſue- 


cour and not to oppreſs us, I taks it 
<a little unkindly that you ſhould come 


here without me, or never inform me 


<« of the fituation of a family ſo dear to 
us both: you know I ſhould take as 
< much pleaſure in contributing to the 
<relief of my reverend old maſter here, 
c whom [I ſhall ever efteem, as you can. 
<« But I find that, like your uncle, you 
< take a pleaſure in doing good in ſecret.” 

„He find pleaſure in doing good!” 
cried Sir William , interrupting her. 
No, my dear, his pleaſures are as baſe 


cs he is. You ſee in him, Madam, 


< as complete a villain as ever diſgraced 
< humanity. A wretch, who, after hav- 
«ing deluded this poor man's daughter, 
< after plotting againſt the innocence of 
cher fifter, has thrown the father into 
<<priſon, and the eldefi ſon into fetters, 


© becauſe he had courage to face his be- 
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now to cohgratulate you upon an 


* eſcape from the embraces. of. Tuck, 1 
monſter.” 

0 N 1 el the rel chef, 
80 a. how have I been deceived! Mr. Thorn- 
. hill informed me for certain that this 


ce -entleman's eldeſt ſon, Captain Prim- 
*role, was gone off to America with 


< his new married lady.“ 

« My ſweeteſt Miſs ,” cried my wife, 
© he has told you nothing but falſehoods, 
« My ſon George never left the king- 
dom, nor never was married, Though 
you have forſaken him, he has always 
loved you, too well to think of any 
* body elle; and I have heard him ſay 
* he would die a batchelor for your ſake.” 
She then proceeded ' to expatiate upon the 
fincerity of her ſon's pallion, ſhe ſet his 


duel with Mr. Thornhilf in a proper 


light, from thence ſhe made a rapid 
digreſlion to the Squire's debaucheries, 
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pretended marriages, and ended with a 
molti inſulting picture of his cowardice. ' 
Good heavens?” cried Miſs Wilmot,” 


c how very near have I been to the brink 


«of ruin! But how great is my plea- -- 


*ſure to have eſcaped it! Ten thouſand 
<« faifſehoods has this gentleman told me! 
„He had at laſt art enough to perſuade 
© me that my promiſe to the only man 


<<] efteemed was no longer binding , | 


« fince he had been unfaithful. By his 


ce falſehoods I was taught to deteſt one 

„ equally brave and generous!” ; 
But by this time my ſon was freed from 

the incumbrances of juſtice, as the perſon 


ſuppoſed to be wounded was detected 


to be an impoftor. Mr. Jenkinſon alſo, 


who had acted as his valet de chambre, 


had dreſſed up his hair, and furniſhed 
him with whatever was neceſſary to make 
a genteel appearance. He now therefore 


entered, handſomely dreft in his regimen= 


tals, and, without vanity, (for I am 
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above it) 5 appeared as a „ 


fellow as ever wore a military dreſs. As 
he entered, he made Miſs Wilmot a mo. 
deſt and diſtant bow, for he was not as 
yet acquainted with the change which 
the eloquence of his mother had wrought 
in his favour. But no decorums could 
refirain the impatience of his bluſhing 
miſtreſs to be forgiven. Her tears, her 
looks, > all contributed to diſcover the 
real ſenſations of her heart, for having 
forgotten her former promiſe, and hav- 
ing ſuffered herſelf to be deluded by an 
impoſior. My ſon appeared amazed at 
her condeſcenfion, and could ſcarce be- 
| Heve it real. Sure, Madam,” cried 
he, this is but delufion! I can never 
„have merited this! To be bleft thus, 
is to be too happy.” — —“ No, Sir,” 
replied ſhe, „1 have been deceived, 
s baſely deceived , elſe nothing could 
« have ever made me unjuſt to my pro- 
F miſe. You know my friendſhip, you 


ere dene known it; but 3 what 
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„I have done, and as you once had my 


e warmelt vows of conſtancy, you ſhall 


«ed that if your Arabella | cannot be 
yours, ſhe ſhall never be another's.” 

— —* And no other's you ſhall be, 
cried Sir William, if I have a influ- 


_ * ence with your father.” 


This hint was ſufficient for my fon 
Moſes , who immediately flew to the inn 
where the old gentleman was, to inform 
him of every circumfiance that had hap- 
pened. But in the mean time the Squire 
perceiving that he was on every fide un- 
done, now finding that no hopes were 
left from. flattery or diſſimulation, con- 
cluded that his wiſeſt way would be to 
turn and face his purſuers. Thus, laying 


afide all ſhame, he appeared the open 


hardy villain. I find then,” cried he, 
« that I am to expect no jultice here; 
te but I am reſglved it ſhall be done me. 


_ now have them repeated; and be aſſur- 2 


» 
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„Tou ſhall know , Siry"" turning' to Sir ; 
William, I am no longer à poor de. 
„pendant upon your favours. I ſcorn 
„them. Nothing can keep Miſs Wilmot's 
' *< fortune from me, which, -1 thank her 
*< father's alliduity, is pretty large. The 


articles, a bond for her fortune, are 
k << figned,” and ſave in my poſſeſſion. It a 
„as her fortune, not her perſon}, that , 


*induced me to wiſh for this match; 
«and polleſſed of the one, let who wa 
«take the other.“ | 
This was an alarming blow : Sir Wil- 
liam was ſenſible of the juſtice of his 
, claims, for he had been infirumental in 
drawing up the marriage-articles himſelf, 
Miſs Wilmot therefore perceiving that 
her fortune was irretrievably loſt, turn- 
ing to my ſon, ſhe aſked if the loſs of 
fortune could leſfen her value to him. 
Though fortune, ſaid ſhe, is out of 
ce my power, at leaf 1 m_ my hand 


to give.” 


« And that, Madam ,” cried 15 real 
lover, was indeed all that you ever 


<« had to give; at leaſt, all that I ever* 


<« thought worth the acceptance. And L 


*« now proteſt, my Arabella, by all that's 


„happy, your want of fortune this mo- 
ment increaſes my pleaſure, as it ſerves 


* to inne my ſweet * of my fiu· 
ce cerity.“ 


Mr. Wilmot 1 now entering, he ſeem« 0 
ed not a little pleaſed at the danger his 
daughter had juſt eſcaped, and readily 


conſented to à diſſolution of the match. 
But finding that her fortune, which was 


ſecured to Mr. Thornhill by bond, would 
not be given up, nothing could exceed 


his diſappointment. He now ſaw that his 
money muſt all go to enrich one who 
had no. fortune of his own. He could 
bear his being a raſcal, but to want an 
equivalent to his daughter's fortune was 
wormwood. He ſat therefore for ſome 
minates , 'employed in the moſi mortify- 
L1 


* 8 
va Fd 
p - 
* 
2 * 


or WAKEFIELD.” 297 4 


* 
— , 

1% 

4 & . 


368 Nu Win 


mg Ppeculdttens, dür Sir Wii i- 
tempted to leſſen his anxiety.— — 1 


muff confeſs, Sir,” 'cried he, that 


« your preſent diſappointment does not 


* entirely diſpleaſe me. Your immoderate 
«paſſion for wealth is now jufily puniſh. 
«ed. But though the young lady cannot 
* be rich, ſhe has flill a competence ſuf- 
« ficient to give content. Here you ſee an 
i honeſt young ſoldier, who is willing 
*to take her without fortune; they have 
hes long loved each other, and for the 
*friendſhip I bear his father, my intereſt 
<« ſhall not be wanting.in bis promotion. 
„Leave then that ambition which diſ- 
_ << appoints you, and for once admit that 
War . cg which courts "Foun accept- 
% ance.” 
Sir William, net the old gentle- 
man, be aſſured I never yet forced her 
„ inclinations, nor will I now. If ſhe 
« ftjll continues to love this young gentle- 
< man, let her have him with all my 


PF 
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: ec heart. There is Hill 3 thank Heaven, o 


< ſome fortune left, and your promiſe 


will make it ſomething more. Only let 


* my old friend here (meaning me) give 
me a promiſe of ſettling fix thouſand 
* pounds upon my girl, if ever he ſhoutd 
* come to his fortune, and I am ready 
* this night to be the firſt to you _ 
< together.” 

As it now remained with me to make 
the young couple happy, I readily gave 
a promile of making the ſettlement he 
required; which, to one who had ſuch 


little expectations as I, was no great fa- 
vour. We had now therefore the ſatisfac- 


tion of leeing them fly into each other's 
arms in a tranſport. « After all my mis- 
« fortunes,” cried my ſon George, to 
* be thus rewarded! Sure this is more 
* than I could ever have preſumed to 
<< hope for. To be polleſſed of all that's 
tc good, and after ſuch an interval. of 
ic pain! My warmeſt wiſhes could never 

Bin. 
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e xiſe fo: 100 Pn —* Ves, my George 
returned his lovely bride, now let the 
« wretch take my fortune; fince you are 
t happy without it, ſo am I. O what 
an exchange have I made from the 
e baſeſt of men to the deareſt, beft!— _ 
« —Let him enjoy our fortune, I now 
<< can be happy even in indigence. — 
«And 1 promiſe you, cried the Squire, 
with a malicious grin, that I ſhall be 
very happy with what you deſpiſe.” 
— — * Hold, hold, Sir,” cried Jenkin- 
ſon, „there are two words to that bar- 
« -ain, As for that lady's fortune, Sir, 
* you ſhall never touch a fingle fliver ok 
«jt, Pray, your honour,” continued he 
to Sir William, can the Squire have 
« this lady's fortune if he be married to 
cc another?” — — © How can you make q 
* ſuch a fimple demand?” replied the 
Baronet, ©** undoubtedly he cannot. 
«I am ſorry for that, cried Jenkinſon 4 
* for as this gentleman and I have been 
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old fellow-ſporters, I have 4 friend. 
« ſhip for him. But I muſt declare, well 
« as I love him, that his contract is not 
c worth a tobacco- ſtopper, for he is mar- 

& ried already. “ You lie, like a - 
*raſcal,” returned the Squire, who ſeem. 
ed rouzed by this inſult; I never, was 
« legally. married to any woman,” = — _ 
Indeed, begging your honour's par- "MN 
« Jon,” replied the other, © you were; 
and I hope you will ſhew a proper re- 
turn of friendſhip to your own honeſt 
« Jenkinſon, who brings you a wife, 
s and if the company reſtrains their curio- 
« fity a few minutes, they ſhall ſee her.“ 
— —So ſaying, he went off with his 
_ uſual celerity, and left us all unable to 
form any probable conjecture as to his 
defign,— —“ Aye, let him go,” cried 
the Squire; whatever elſe I may have 
8 « done, I defy him there. I am too old 
WW © now to be frightened with ſquibs.” 
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T7 am ſurpriſed, „nid the Wirt 2 


hat the fellow can intend by this. 


Some low piece of humour I ſuppoſe * 
= — Perhaps, Sir,” ; replied I „ he 
« may have a more ſerious meaning. For | 
« when we reflect on the various ſchemes 
<< this gentleman has laid to ſeduce in- 
*« nocence, perhaps ſome one more art- 
_ *ful than the reft has been found able 
e to deceive him. When we confider what, 
*numbets he has ruined, how many pa- 
<rents now feel with anguiſh the infamy 
. and the Kontamination which he has 


8 * brought into their families, it would 


© not ſurpriſe me if ſome one of them— 
« Amazement! Do I ſee my loſt daugh- 
«ter! Do Ihold her! It is, it is my life, 
© my happinels. I thought thee loft, my 
Olivia; yet ill 1 hold thee — — and 
_* ill thou ſhalt live to bleſs me.” The 
warmeſt tranſports of the fondeſt lover 
were not greater than mine, when 1 ſaw 
him introduce my child, and held my 
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* to be my_ comfort in age: * —* That 


he is,” cried Jenkinlon , ©* and make 5 


„much of her, for ſhe is your own ho. 


« nourable child, and as honeſt a wo- 


c man as any in the whole room, let the 
Other be who [he will.— — And as for 


«c you, Squire 1 as ſure a8 vou ſtand there, 3 


Ie this young lady is your lawful wedded 


* wife. And to convince you that I pe 
* nothing, but truth, here is the licenſe. 
« by which you were married together.” 


— — So ſaying, he put the licenſe into 
the Baronet's hands, who read it, and 
found it perfect in every reſpect. * And 
te now, gentlemen,” continued he, 1 
find you are ſurpriſed at all this; but 


«a few words will explain the difficul- 
„ty. That there Squire of rehown, for 


«whom I have a great friendſhip, but 


Gy 
daughter in my arms, whole filence only FA 
ſpoke her raptures. *And' art thou re- 


„turned to me, my darling,” "cried T, 
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that's between ourlelyes, has often em- 
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« ployed m me in doing. odd Kile clings 
«for him; Among the reft, he commil.. 
« Soned me to procure him a falſe licenſe 


«and, a falſe prieft, in order to deceive 


«this young lady. But as I was very 
«much his friend, what did I do but 


«went and got a true licenſe and a true 
« prieſt, and married them both as faſt 
«as the cloth could make them. Perhaps 
«you'll think it was generoſity that made 
© me do all this. But no. To my ſhame 
<I confeſs it, my only defign was to 
keep the licenſe and let the Squire 
„Know, that I could prove it upon him 
« whenever I thought proper, and ſo 
LL make him come down whenever 1 
« wanted money.” A burſt of pleaſure 
now ſeemed to fill the whole apartment; 
our joy reached even to the common 
room, where the priſoners themſelves 
ſympathized, 55 
And ſhook their chains 
- In tranſport and rude harmony. 


face, and even. Olivia's cheek ſeemed. 
fluſhed with pleaſure. To be thus refior- - | 
ed to reputation, to friends and fortune 
at once, was a rapture ſufficient to flop 
the progreſs of decay and reftore former 


health and vivacity. But perhaps among 


all there was not one who felt fincerer 


pleaſure than I. Still holding the dear- . 


loved child in my arms I aſked my heart 
if theſe tranſports. were not delufive. — 
« How could you cried I, turning to 
Mr. Jenkinſon, how could you add to 


my miſeries by the flory of her death? - ; 


But it matters not; my pleaſure at 
* finding her again, is more than a re- 
4 compence for the pain.“ ey 

« As to your queſtion,” replied Jen- 
kinſon, that is eafily anſwered. I 
* thought the only probable means of 
* freeing you from priſon, was by ſub- 
5 mitting to the Squire, and conſenting 
**to his marriage with the other young 
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«to grant while your daughter was liv- 
«ing; there was therefore no other me- ö 
«*thod to bring things to bear, but by 
«perſuading you that ſhe was dead. I 
«prevailed on your wife to join in the 
«deceit, and we have not had a fit op- 
© portunity of undeceiving you till now.” 

In the whole allembly no there only 
appeared two faces that did not glow 
with tranſport. Mr. Thornhill's aſſurance * 
had entirely forſaken him: he now ſaw 
the gulph of infamy and want before 
him, and trembled to take the plunge. - 
He therefore fell on his knees before his 
uncle, and in a voice of piercing miſery 
 implored compaſſion. Sir William was 
going to ſpurn him away, but at my 


requeſt he raiſed him, and after paufing 


a few moments, Thy vices, crimes, 
and ingratitude,” cried he, «deſerve 
«no tenderneſs; yet thou ſhalt not be 
<« entirely forſaken, 'a bare competence 
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1 | hall be ſupplied; to ſupport the wants _ 
= «gf life, - but not its follies. This young 


«lady, thy wife, ſhall be put in pol. 
« ſeſſion. of a third part of that fortune 


L 4 „ which once was thine, and from her 
«tenderneſs alone thou art to expect any / 


« extraordinary ſupplies for the future.” 


fle was going to exprels his gratitude 


for ſuch kindneſs in a ſet ſpeech} but 


* 


the Baronet prevented him, by bidding 


him not aggravate his meanneſs, which 
was already but too apparent. He or- f 
dered him at the ſame time to be ges, 
and from all his former domeſticks to 


chooſe one ſuch as he ſhould think pro- 
per, which was all that (| [Rould ba grant-, 


ed to attend him. 
As ſoon as he left us, Sir William | 


very politely flept up to his new niece 


with a ſmile, and wiſhed her joy. His. 
example was followed by Miſs Wilmot 


and her father; my wife too kiſſed her 


daughter with much affectjon, as, to 


4 . 


a ber own eden ſhe was now 


| made an honeſt woman of. Sophia and 
Moſes followed in turn, and even our 
benefactor Jenkinſon defired to be ad- 
mitted to that honour. Our ſatisfaction 
ſeemed ſcarce capable 'of increaſe, Sir 


William', whoſe greateſt pleaſure was in 


doing good, now looked round with a 


countenance open as the ſun, and ſaw | 


nothing but joy in the looks of all eä, 


cept that of my daughter Sophia, who, 
for ſome reaſons we could not compre-; 
hend, did not ſeem perfectly ſatisfied, 
„ think now,” cried be, with a [mile, 
«that all the company, except one or 
<* two, ſeem perfectly happy. There only 


remains an act of E for me to do. 


* 


« You are ſenfible, Sir, continued he, 


« Miſs Sophia will, I am ſure, make 
him very happy „ and he ſhall have 
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turning to me, of the obligations we 
< both owe Mr. Jenkinſon. And it is but 
* juſt we ſhould both reward him for it. 
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«from me five hundred pound as her 1 
e fortune, and upon this I am ſure they | 

Lean live very comfortably together. 3 

„Come, Miſs Sophia, what ſay you to 


a : < this match of my making? Will you my | 
f l © have him?” My poor girl ſeemed al- 
I 25 moſt finking into her mother's arms at 5D 
y dhe hideous propoſal, - “ Have him, 3 
5 * „Sir!“ cried ſhe faintly. «No, "OY —4 | 


; vor? '— —< What ,” cried he again, 
4} © *aot have Mr. Jenkinſon, your benefac- - 


# «tor, a handſome young fellow, with | 
f « five hundred pounds and good expec- 
b «tations! I beg, Sir, returned he, 


ſcarce able to ſpeak, <« that you Il deſiſt, 
ec and not make me [o very wretched.” — 
«© Was ever ſuch obftinacy known, ' cried 
he again, to refuſe a man whom the 
family has ſuch infinite obligations to, 
cho has preſerved your fifler and who _ 
«has five hundred pounds! What me 5 
4% have him !' — — No, Sir, never,” _ _ 
replied ſhe, „ angrily, „I'd ſooner dis 
M m 
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. > «firſt, —>—<<If that be the caſe then,” 
RE cried he, if you will not have Lewd 5 


= I think 1 muſt have you mylelf.” And 
9 fo ſaying, he caught her to his breaſt 
| with ardour. „My lovelieſt, my moſt 
_ *{ſenfible of girls,” cried he, * how could 
«you | ever think your own Burchell 
*could deceive you, or that Sir Wil. 
- & Ham Thornhill could ever ceaſe to ad- 
mir a miſtreſs that loved him for him» 
© ſelf alone ? I have for ſome years ſought 
*for a woman, who, a firanger to my 
fortune, could think that I had merit 
as a man. After having tried in vain, 
*even amongſt the pert and the ugly, 
„how great at laſt muſt be my rapture 


to, have made a conqueſt over ſuch 
s ſenſe and ſuch heavenly beauty.” Then 
turning to Jenkitiſon, As I cannot, Sir, 1 


part with this young lady myſelf, for 
« ſhe has taken a fancy to. the cut of 
my face, all the recompence I can make 
*is to give. you her ns and 70 
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* may call upon my Reward to-morrow _ 


Th for five hundred pounds,” Thus we 


| had all our compliments to repeat, and 
Lady Thornhill underwent the lame 
round of ceremony that her aller had 
done before. In the mean time Sir Wil- 
liam's gentleman appeared to tell us hat 
the equipages were ready to carry us to 
the inn, where every thing was prepar- 


ed for our reception. My wife and I led 


the van, and left thoſe gloomy manſions. 


of rrov. The generous Baronet ordered 


forty pounds to be difiributed among the 
priſoners, and Mr. Wilmot, induced by 
his example, gave half that ſum. We 
were received below by the ſhouts of the _ 


villagers, and 1 ſaw and ſhook by the 
hand two 'or three of my honeſt pariſhio- 


ners, who were among the number. They 


attended us to our inn, where a ſump- 


tuous entertainment was provided, and 


coarſer proviſions difiributed in great 
| Jeng among the populace. 
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Alter ſupper, as my ſpirits were ex- N 
haufted by the alternation of pleaſure | 
and pain which they had ſuſtained dur- 
ing the day; I aſked permiſſion to with- 
draw, and leaving the company in the 
midſt of their mirth, as ſoon as I found 
. myſelf alone, I poured out my heart in 
gratitude to the Giver of joy as well as 
| ſorrow, and then [lept undiflurbed till 
amis 


CHA P. XXXII. 
The Conclufion. 


| Tu E next morning as ſoon as I awak- 
ed, I found my eldeft ſon fitting by my 
bedfide, who came to increaſe my joy 
with another turn of fortune in my fa- 
vour. Firfi having releaſed me from the 
ſettlement that I had made the day be- 
fore in his favour, he let me know that 
my merchant who had failed in town 


—_— 
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was arreſted at Antwerp, and there had 
given up effects to a much greater amount 

than what was due to his creditors. My 
boy's generoſity pleaſed me almoſt as 
much as this unlooked-for good fortune. 
But I had ſome doubts whether T ought 
in juſtice to accept his offer. While 1 
was pondering upon this, Sir William 
entered the room, to whom I commu- 
nicated my doubts. His opinion was, 
that as my ſon was already poſſeſſed of 
a very affluent fortuhe by his marriage. 
I might accept his offer without any he- 
tation. His buſineſs, however, was to 
inform me that as he had the night be- 
fore ſent for the licenſes, and expected 
them every hour, he hoped that I would 
not refuſe my alliftance in making all 
the company happy that morning. A 
footman entered while we were peak 
ing, to tell us that the meſſenger was 
returned; and as L was by this time rea- 
dy, I went down , where, I found the 
Mm 3 
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3h whole, company as merry as, affluence 


e vican S 


and innocence could make them. How- 
ever, as they were now preparing for a 
very ſolemn ceremony, their laughter 
entirely diſpleaſed me. 1 told them of 
the grave; becoming and ſublime de- 


portment they ſhould aſſume upon this 
_ myſtical ' occaſion, and read them two 
a homilies and a theſis of my own com- 


poſing , in order to prepare them. Yet 
they fiill ſeemed perfectly refractory and 
ungovernable. Even as we were going 
along to church, to which I led the way, 
all gravity had quite forſaken them, and 


I was often tempted to turn back in in- 


dignation. In church à new dilemma 
aroſe, which promiſed no eaſy ſolution. 
This was, which couple ſhould be mar- 


ried firſt; my ſon's bride warmly infitied, 


that Lady Thornhill, (that was to be) 


| ſhould take the lead; but this the other 
refuled with equal ardour, protefiing ſhe 


would not be guilty of ſuch rudenels for 


* 
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te world. The argument was ſupported 7 


for ſome. time between both with equal 


obſtinacy and good-breeding. But as 1 
fiood all this time with my book ready, 


I was at laſt quite tired of the conteſt, 


and Thutting it, I perceive,” cried I, 


«that none of you have a mind to be 


< married, and I think we had as good 


go back again: for I ſuppole there me 
< be no buſineſs done here to-day.” — — 


This at once reduced them to wa ; 
The Baronet and his Lady were firk 
married, and then my ſon and his love- . 
If partner. 5 


I had previouſly that morning gre 
orders that a coach ſhould. be ſent for 
my honeft neighbour Flamborough and 
his family, by which means, upon our 


return to the inn, we had the pleaſure 


of finding the two Miſs Flamboroughs 
alighted before us. Mr. Jenkinſon gave 
his hand tothe eldeft, and my ſon Moſes 


led up the other; (and I have fince found 
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that he has taken a real liking to he 
girl, and my conſent and bounty he ſhall 
have whenever he thinks proper to de- 
mand them). We were no ſooner return- 
ed to the inn, but numbers of my pa- 
riſhioners, hearing of my ſucceſs, came 
' to congratulate me, but among the reſt 
were thole who role to reſcue me, and 
whom I formerly rebuked with ſuch 
ſharpneſs. I told the flory to Sir William, 
any ſon-in-law, who went out and re- 
proved them with great ſeverity; but 
finding them quite diſheartened by this 
harſh reproof, he gave them half a guinea 
a-piece to drink his health and rails their 
dejected ſpirits. 

Soon after this we were called to a 
very genteel entertainment, which was 
dreft by Mr. Thornhill's cook. And it 
may not be improper to-obſerve with re- 
ſpect to that gentleman, that he now re- 
fides in quality of companion at a re- 


lation's houſe, being very well liked and 
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ſeldom fitting at the fide-table, "except 


hen there is no room at the other; for | 


they make uo firanger of him. His time 
is pretty much taken up in keeping his 
relation, who is a little melancholy, in 


| ſpirits, and in learning to blow the 
French hom. My eldeft daughter, how- 
ever, flill remembers him with regret; 
and ſhe has even told me, though I make 
a great ſecret of it, that when he reforms 
ſhe may he brought to relent. But to re- 
turn, forT am not apt to digreſs thus; 
when we were to fit down to dinner 5 
our ceremonies were going to be renew- 


ed. The cueftion was, whether my eldeſt 


daughter, as being a matron, ſhould not 
fit above the two young brides; but the 


debate was cut ſhort by my ſon George, 
who propoſed, that the company Thould 
fit indiſcriminately, every gentleman by 
his lady, This was received with great 


approbation by all, excepting my wife, 
who I could perceive was not perfectly _ 


* © } * 
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1 tatisſted, as The expected to dee had 
hte pleaſurè of fitting at the head of the 
table and carving all the meat for all 
| the company; But notwithſlanding this, 
i: is impoſſible. to deſeribe our good-hu-« 
mour. I can't ſay whether we had more 
„ amongſt us now than uſual; but I 
Ay am certain we had more laughing, which 
3 anſwered the end as well: One jefl Iparti- 
* cularly remember; old Mr. Wilmot drink - 
ing to Moſes, whole head was turned 
another way, my fon replied, © Madam, 
I thank, you.” Upon which, the old 
gentleman winking upon 'the gelt of the 
company, obſerved that he was thinking 
ol his mifireſs. At which jeſt 1 thought 
the two Miſs Flamboroughs would have 
| died with laughing. As ſoon as dinner 
 _ was over, according to my old cufiom, 
| - I requeſted that the table might be taken | 
; away, to have the pleaſure of ſeeing all 
1 my family aſſembled once more by a 
cheerful fire-fide. My two little ones ſat 
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upon each knee : the rell of the Oe 4 | 
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by their partners. I had nothi F 
this fide of the grave to wilh for,; all my -- * 
cares were over, my pleaſure was un- 1 
2 It now only remained, that , | 


| gratitude in good. fortune ſhould en- 
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